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INTRODUCTION 


I ON THE ESS IT 

No word m the English locabulary, 
except, perhaps the mme of gentlemin, 
has suffered such mippropnate, if not 
ignoble use as the word ‘ ess iy It 
may be seen on the title page of a philo- 
sophic treatise by a learned Locke and at 
the he&dtn 0 of some haltm^ exercise by 
n school-boy In either case the thing 
dots reprtscnt, it is true, on at tempt, and 
this, it may bo urged in justification, is 
the meaning of the word But, sureh , 
it is not of attempts like the«e that we 
are thinking when we use the term, for 
these we can find easili another label, 
let us reseri e this brand for lh« genuine 
article, winch is I tike it, an essa y o r 
adventure of tht spirit into regions, 
f undiTforTmtamibir, of specul ition , not 
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a commissioned or definite enterprise, as 
it were, for which we lune received our 
orders or'pian of campaism (>ut such a 
riding forth into the unknown in search 
of an adversary worth our tighting as the 
knights of old were wont _to make Hn 
such an excursion \\c ma\ wander where 
we will for the es-.u c-t there is no Saw 
hut that which"\runh d the" tnh ih.tants of 
Tm.nrMA ’ I'xts <;i i vots mirr eras 
Vu to*- Hugo afterw ard« adapted it Thou 
sh ihjdojih.n thuuwdt/ 

Manifest h such freedi in is not for 
the nnti'cd the essa\ is tiie worst of all 
hterar> form- for the nmiio to experi- 
ment with Hence our educationists 
pres, rihe -uhu ets and demand schemes- 
of treatment, the results make tin ary 
rciTtmr Let «»« gne up tins- prt Hm-e u f 
“ tc uiluntr ” the art of the C'^ai Wo can 
tr .in tl.e student more pra-iualh to 
vrit< hi other u.f*ho<l-- It f H u*„> t o 
exp-s s frrm tn- npwrtico (l> -5,, ^,,,1,5 
‘ ,f ht» ra’e.rv work that f ..n he done otilv 
1*5 < ! > 

u 
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For the true essai is the production | ^ 
of nwtunir— MStl iTfeTaar ‘in Vprd 'r*is 
the less important part of the equipmen t 
for*Tt 'Manj a man has that, and jet 
fails with his essn\ The deft jujr^Ier 
with phrises the brilliant master of 
epicrams the w ittv compounder of para- 
dox — these mai amuse us for a time, hut 
will not eatisfi us Tliej sav either too 
much or too little th«*i dogmatise or they 
irritate Bacon himself that idol of the 
lit t ran histones, — how manj people 
enjoy bun as an e*sa> ist ? For worldlj 
wisdom neatli expressed as a maker of 
maxims, an English holon, he stands 
supreme but as an essayist ho must ueld 
plate 1 dare to *•«> to Addison, Lamb- 
anil m in\ toothir Bhj ? Ho had the 
technical ^kilf he had experience of life* 
he had the philosophic mind — though one 
might well doubt it from some of Ins 
letters I Perhaps after all i t is a matter 
of temper ament , it is j our attitude 
towards life os well as % our mode of 
expressing Ihat attitude, w hich deter mines 
ui 
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finally y our rank as an essay ist. And 
a temperament necer defines itself fully, 
is never expressed with any certainty, 
until it has been tried by time. That is 
why. I repeat, the true essay is t he 
producti on of maturi ty A young man 
may hate the right temperament, but he 
will rarely give it play nil he is past the 
period of strenuous physical activity: 
he mu-t let it mellow, like a vintage wine, 
before it is fit to be poured out in the 
-e-say, clear yet full of body, with a 
bouquet that, as one tastes it, wakens 
memories, induces quiet thought, warms 
the heart, and stimulates the brain. It 
has been well said that the essay is a 
thins? _to re«t tn. and a man must attain 
some measure of peace in himself before 
he can beget this feeling in others. Few 
men reach thi- felicity within forty years, 
some men never find ii at all; but of 
that do are the es«avFts. The 
iync tin cry of yr.mh; the tussjrjs 
? i -" pot. w.h m m f dilation middle 
a? 1 ’- ‘ 
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O ne im) compare the good essayis t 
•wit h the good talker At all af.es w< 
readily engage m talk, but there is a 
time of life when talk is at its best in a 
company of 3 oung men com ersation 
usually becomes an argument opinions 
a rt h< id firmly and impressed lehtment- 
1) , each has made Ins decision in his own 
mind already, and talks to nominee the 
others, or else he cares nothing for the 
subject, has no feeling about it, and talks 
merely to refute the pre\ alent 1 iow as 
that emerges in the course of the dis- 
cussion Among the old nt^the other 
extreme, conversation gives way to the 
monolo gue the garrulity of_ agents. as 
fatal to it as the self-assertiveness of 
south On!' among men of the middle 
\eaT3, who are old enough not to ciro 
about a verbal victory, set soung enough 
to appreciate a new aspect, does convert 1- 
tion \iold its right pleasure The good 
t alker is tenta tive , he puts forward and 
takes bntX,* he w ill him«elf suggest the 
ohjtCtftjtfs to*hn> Own theory " he adapts 



INTIiODl'CTtOK 


luni- eU a? jj tjLM 1 1 ' U e (L * .> W len subcontracts : 
lie never hunts alon e. 

Eton so i<- the good essayist He is 
ever mindful of that invisible circle about 
bun. ln«s reader'- He I s ? concerned, it is 
true with himself searching within His 
own mind hut ln« purpose looks beyond 
himself, he would explain the outer by 
the inner the .experience of other* by 
anal} ‘•ins ht« own We are but seldom 
in the tnood for such work even though 
the temperament of the o-.ijist be ours 
by nature, till the year*: begin to be 
countable -belaud us There comes then 
a tune when we can take pleasure in the 
play without regard to our own part in 
it , we cun lie r (intent e\ r-rt with the mle 
of yir. Spectator The rest of life is still 
w it!) us, lmt looking on delights- u* almost 
us much as joining m the game We 
Unger user tti<* vine instead of gulping 
it down We are grown critical and do 
not accept all that is otlered We are IK* 
longer iri that f(v<r of atujuisitn ent 
x Inch in youth urged us on. a-, if we 
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btdiev ed tint we must indeed gather th<s 
tcisc s ere the\ l»e withered nor let am 
flower o! the gjmtnr pw us hv \\ e have 
learned now tint ifwennss this, moment 
another fraught with equal signifie into is 
coming Se«ai tim* and h wrest shall not 
fnl we sn blossoms is fur will delight 
us in their season whin thest have fillen 
to the ground W e ( an afford to wait for 
the best nor would wi lia\e too much 
ei en of th it W e has e lost none of that 
mltrevt m oumhes which kept us so 
occupied in south hut the master* has 
deepened w< hmc taken others into our 
hearts and we cannot think of ourselves 
ap irt from tin in And w ith t ins esten 
si»n of our personality u.e fine learnt 
tolerance an d are on the iri) to equ 1 
nimitv We m* willing to discuss onv thing 

wllh am hod v troubling ourselves nod 

at nil about the i s ne but for the sakq 

of chance glimpses of the truth whiclr 

wl mar catch bv the w nj and bccnusil 

am tlim,, human delights us We are! 
in short, at the essav period of life ' 
vu 
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It will be found, I suggest, that the 
best essays in our literature have been 
written in these middle years. L amb. 
comes first to my mind He was forty- 
five when he published the first essay of 
Elia m the September issue of the London 
Magazine for 1820 Tite best work of 
A ddison appeared from 1709 to 1712. 
Born in 1072 he came to the essay earlier 
than Lamb, but even so he w as well over 
thim-fhe. more than linlf-w a\ upon the 
road of his life One might go on to 
pass m reucw all our essayists from 
Cowley to the gentleman who writes so 
pleasanth to-daj in the column'' of the 
Ere rung Arms- as the “Londoner", all 
their best work would be found m their 
middle } ear* The case of Stevenson 
may be quoted against me ; he was 
writing e°Su}s, it may be said, nt twom\- 
ii\e But 1 would not be prepared to 
concede that ' Yirgimhus I'uensque" 
t ontains his best work, nor that Steien- 
son should r.mk among the true e-'iij i^ts, 
Ate v, e not m his I'vviip dazzled a little 
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by the brilliance of them conscious to 
our discomfort of the w orkmanship, 
nis ore too often of a “ palpable design 
upon us which is ns hateful sureh ra 
an ea8iy as ra poctrv 7 The^e are the 
fiults of TOulh Is it not true too that 
illness ages n man 7 Is there not abun- 
dant evidence m these essays m‘ Ordered 
South notably tint the life of the invalid, 
which Stevenson was at tint time hung 
causes premitureJv just that cjmtsoence 
u Inch normal!' conus later > lr Stevin- 
son he claimed, then ns an essayist, the 
exception may veil be explained 

If the middle \< ora are the true season 
for the essnv in the individual so also ra 
the life of the nation there seem to occur 
periods special!' congenial to its develop- 
nunt Tht seventeenth centurv which 
gave us so man' essavists did not produce 
one to whom " e c ra point as tvpioal of 
the best Not till the eighteenth center' 
do our writers in prose settle down as it 
wtre nt ei«e ra their inheritance with 
leisure to look nliout them and chat 
ix 
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It will be found, 1 suggest, that the 
best essats in our literature have been 
written in these middle years. Larnbx 
comes first to my mind He was forty- 
five when he published the first essay of 
Ehamthc September v^uc of the London 
Magazine for 1 S20 The best work of 
Addison appeared from 1709 to 1712. 
Born in 1672 lie tame to the essay earlier 
than Lamb but eten so he was well over 
thirty-fne. more than half-way upon the 
road of his life One might go on to 
pat-, m ret lev. all our essayists from 
Cowley to the irentleinan who -ante* so 
pleasantly to-dat in the columns of the 
Evening A nrs as ihe “Londoner", all 
their best ttork would be found m their 
middle years. The ea^e of Stevenson 
may he <juotcd asramst me; he was 
writing esfats, it mat lie saul. at twenty- 
fit<. But 1 would not be prepared to 
concede that ‘ Yirgmibus Inion-quc* 

contain- las p,.vt work, nor that Stoten- 
si-n should rank ainunjr the true essatiMS. 
ole we mu in hi« essats dazzled a little 
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bv the brilliance of them conscious to 
our discomfort of the workmanship 
iwim too often of a palpibte design 
upon us * which is is hateful surely in 
an e*s«i\ as in poetry 5 These are the 
faults of vouth Is it not true, too, that 
illness apt s a man ’ Is there not abun- 
dant evidence in these essays in* Ordered 
South notably , that the life of the invalid 
which Stevenson wn9 at that time living 
causes prematurely just that quiescence 
which normally oomes later? It Steven- 
son he claimed then, ns an essay ist, the 
exception mav well be explained 

If the middle a ears are the true season 
for the essay in the individual, so also in 
tbe life of the nation there seem to occur 
periods specially congenial to its develop- 
ment The seventeenth centurr which 
guv e us so mnnv essavists did not produce 
ont to whom we can point as typical of 
the best Not till the eighteenth century 
do our writers in prose settle down as it 
were at case in their inheritance with 
leisure to look, about them and chat 
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-amu^f d himself w ith this kind during 
tho e years of retirement at Stratford, 
what a kmdl> book of comments on our 
sublunar\ life might non ha% e been our 
companion 1 The ‘ Tempest,’ «uh ed is 
saturated with the essence of the essw 
and throughout the plijs in sohlo<iu\ 
and aside, the cssaust looks out at us 
Then a little liter \vhat happiness for ns, 
had Mr Pepys lost tho iw of Ins 
legs, ind been compelled to -nav at home 
instead of going abroid as w as Ins> wont 
bent upon pleasure and busme«sl We 
«an guess from the diary how dehghtfidl> 
he tnvht lu\e written, a Montaigne of 
the Restoration But probably our great- 
est loss is Cow per It is too tantalisin', 
to think of whit might ha^e happened u 
lus re'ettnd friend, who ga\e him so 
much unw ise ad\ ice hud for once hcen 
fttn-ible and besought him to dn ert his 
tnilonrholi In thi writing of ewns 
Then mc mi r lit hi\e boasted of m 
Evh'di lloricc — in pro=e But Fate 
onl nned th it wo should he left the letters 
xi 
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only and vre must be thankful — as vrho is 
not 0 — for them. Yet there is a vras' of 
dodging fate. Imaginary conversations 
have given us good sport. Will no one 
v rite for us a senes of imaginary essays ? 
Let him who reads this book and imbibes 
the spirit of the essay, ask himself if he 
be not the man for that delectable 
undertaking. 
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H icon hail in his mmil the earU works 
of Theophrastus and State i w lit n he said 
of the essa> The word is 1 ite though 
the thing is ancient But of tl e ess it 
as we now know it as a distinct httrar) 
form the eirliest writer was the polished 
1 rent liman, Itontiugne It w is origin 
alls as Bacon puts it in the fonn of 
4 dispersed meditations Li en so late as 
Johnsons time it was described onl\ as 
a loose b iUj_of_thejnmfl, _nn irregular, 
indigested pice* , not a re e HMr_and 
< rderH perform met But in modem 
£n r Ji4t literal uri nothing is more olm- 
ousts the result of careful thought and 
conscientious writing than the essa> A 
luston of tlus etolution from its carh 
stwci in Bacon s time to the modern form 
is pr leticall} a histors of Lnghsli prose 
through threo_ccnturics 


xui 
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Bacon U5'31-1(52(>J who is frequently 
remembered in the w ell-known line of 
Pope's Epistle as " tiie ■wisest, brightest, 
meanest of mankind.' and who exhibited 
a touching faith m posterity by the entry 
m his will. ' for my name and memory. 

I le .ve it t‘> men's charitable speeches, 
and to foreign nation 1 -, and the next ages.” 
curiously enough despised tin* English 
language of which he is a chief ornament. 
To Pnnce Charles he sent his Advance- 
ment of Learning in Latin, spying * If 
is a book tJi.it xx ill live, and be a citi/en 
of tiie world, as English books arc not.” 
E’.cn his !L says were translated with his 
sanction into Latin and Italian. He 
v.r.we. th‘*n, in English not because he 
an*ieipator5 am future for n but because 
it r, us i.i'ii r ** t»t stmuk as in* would.” 
lh* /.Troi/.w or to pw »h«* bunk its full 
tit Cottnxrlc. Mora! and Political, i« a 
< otic* lion of disjoint'd thoughts and Ideas 
D"'*’! (lwti as th«n <n eurred. and at 
b’l'-m- s’iaj>**d mto a o-nn**. ted whole. 
\U' unelu, 1 1 tlur-\ like Hamlet i.,.e 
in 
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frequently remarked Meet it is I set it 
flown Bill thestrui tun. is nev erllieless 
loose , pnht remirks w i-p m \xims splett- 
did commonpl ices nn just mentioned and 
the bust actite mind rushes off to note 
other sitings and thoughts th ese ire 
left uncles cjnptd sometimes indeed, ob~ 
scare' - 'S’Denn Church oWn es These 
short pipers «m what thet hate to sij j 
witho ut p refiee uut in htcrari. undress J 
without a superfluous w ord without the/ 
joints und bands of stmetun thet sav tt, 
in brief rapid sent i nces which tome down/ 
sentence itu r sentence like the strokes of 
i f-nat li unmer It has be» u sng n cstul 
th it i „ood title for Ba< on s Essa>s Mould 
be Human \aturc and How lo Alan ige 
it This w ouM indicate the wide range 
of subjects with which Bacon deals 

\monj. other writers who followed 
Barons example ind w rot o what mat 
be described as the aphoristic essaj ’ 
mat be mentioned Si?„y^ illi uu Corn- 
tv alhs whose essijs are varied in sub- 
ject, but rather superficial in matter 
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InlfiUl Robert Iphnspn published hi? Es- 
$afr<t. orTaih'r Itnprrferi Offers mainly 
decdtmr with education Bon .lon.yn s 
Di^ftrerirs containin'.: essays on 

Art. »>n St> it* t>n < !i>% eminent. botontrs also 
tothts trmap tu trlw Ii loo. may beassitm- 
»•<! '' cider. r Tahir-Tall: which shows a 
i ompboe mrisury of the aphonsuc style. 

Tlioiifrh Bacon had ostensibly as his 
model- MonUujrno. he does not make his 
••"ay m any detrree intimate or personal: 
r is severely impersonal H* 1 never once 
•ntrmles his ov. n self; u t s always oom- 
ph teh m the ha< kirrmind Hi> succes- 
sors. (i.erhury tllM-lM -Ji. >\hi> such 
a violent de.ah, and I'.arle i It.dl-lWo. 
leave the e-say }••: more .mpersona!, cold 
and detached. They are rather in er>>'- 
snit as* fume hmc an *• vamph' cf u ne'e’ 
variety of tin As ha. },. » n nell 

j«. r.ted „n*. tii- tyj- ,,f cs-ay that 

Jhairis! dur.na the s.-icntc, n *u • en-uri 
A i.rt ,n: -r» evinn. 1 .-* of ,n. it« 

•> o t i ry Th< -phrasin' is i j s,. .,eea 

and drnn.tists ; dsr. , v*c -ad an 


in 
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influence There is a close connection 
between Ovtrbim md Earle on the one 
hand vnd the Jonsonnn Comedy of 
Humours on the other they both con- 
cent* of \irtues and \ices is cnibodit d 
in indiMduil men To tins group of 
“ChnrtKdt r-\TTUCts belong Joseph II ill 
(Chnrocfers of Virtues and Vices 16(M), 
Breton {Characters uj>on Essays, Moral 
anti Dicine, 1M >» MjnsUul (Essays 
and Characters 1018) , Lupton < London 
Quartet ed into several Characters, lGdi) 
Fulle r {The Holt/ and Profane State 
1W1) It is of the last that Charles Lamb 

si) 8 * Tim golden works of the Oeir, 
fine silfj old angel ” 

Sir Thomas Browne (IGGV1682J is a 
writer of a different stamp lit- was bom 
in «n ape of transition His biographer 

sj) r, ' He ujs tho greitest and most 
intelligent of a little group thit handled 
tacts, but delighted to take refuge from 
them in speculation* For the first tune 
m Fnglish prose we find in Brow no 
on author to whom form alone is the 
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main concern, and the matter orsubslance 
takes a seeondan place. He cultivates 
ptjle. and to the student of -tele, Browne 
is precious. He lot os a ritinp: for its own 
sake : he i« drunk with the music of 
words His in\ estimations nun or may 
not he accurate, his lanmuifie is always 
superb Pater speaks of his learned 
sweeme-s- of cadence" and Dr .Johnson 
i= ri<rht. .is he ti-nail} is when he says. 
" He must he confessed to hate mtfnnent- 
ed our philosophical diction: anil in 
defence of his uncommon words and 
expression-, v.e nui-t consider that he 
had uncommon -inniiienis. and was not 
content to express m main voids ihat 
idea for winch am lammatre could supply 
a stnd'* term " It is a- a r on-cions stylist 
that Promo is to he studied. 

With tin* nd\ ent of Cowley ( UilK-lCOT ) 
v-e hud the cssac resiutijnm the personal 
note which, u had under .Montaigne. Drv- 
d<n f HHJ-lTtKJt >s the next considerable 
iicore. If it is true that i n satire and 
d> ct tmah'-n in UTS hem unrivalled i; 
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must he admitted that he is etjuall' great 
in prose His stile is clear foreibli and 
direct Of the critical essi' he m »y 1 h 
s nd to be the originator “ It is m lus 
e^sais and p ref ices it h is ht on remark- 
ed that his most chinning and delicate 
work is found In a a' the' begin 
modern English prose earlier anting 
furnishes no equal to their colloquial 
ease and the grace of their expression 
And the' contain some of the most acute 
criticism m the lmguage— cl issicil in 
its tone hut with its respect for order and 
tradition nh'ujs tempered t>' good sense 
and wit and informid and guided 
throughout li> a taste whose cathohcitj 
and sureness was unmalc lied m the 
England of his time 

ft e come next to Addison (Ib72-I71tt), 
and btccle (U>72-1?£)) In their hands 
tht ts«n' both clmngtd its form and 
modified its function it became social, 
the personal note was retained but 
an clean nt of gentle satire was intro- 
duced Addison was bus} in politics 
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but found un'i' for numerous literary 
widen akinc* Hie rise of the periodi- 

cal n.ts in'lnim^ma] in changing the 
form of the «>«a\. and Addison tva? 
a frequent conmhutor to periodical?. 
Steele >• Tatlrr was started in 1700 tin 
lTll,j>nntl\ the two started the Specta- 
tor It wa« to these two as well a* 1 
t<> the Guardian, that Aitdi*on and 
Steele contributed those essa\s which 
are still read with delight. Steele sup- 
phed the emotion. Addison the intellect, 
rite i.uter i«. the better known, hut the 
two alone with Defoe (IhfrMT-Ul are 
’ responsible for the establishment 

‘h the pr>* ? e periodical essi\ as a pre- 
taihnc' literary mode. Add-on's style 
has been <lc«c rilvsl as ‘ »1 wa% = equable. 
****** e-isy. without glowing word* 
T tent errs*." ,lr.lm«mn’s tribute 

v.oftnurm famous Whoexer wb'hcs 
to .itt.an anKcsii-b style, familiar but 
n 1 r.iT*. T elegant but not fedentatiou*. 
nn*t pu> lib dnjK tmd nljrVs to t?*»> 
of Addison.' 


ML 
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Johnson (1700-1784) (loWsmiih 
(172S-1774) Homo (mi-177b) are the 
next three great essayists of the century 
Of thi first Goldsmith had said ' he h is 
nothuie Of tho heir but his shin ' bene ith 
a rovvjh extenor and despite rude man 
tiers hi it a vers genth and considerate 
heart He attempted poetrv, tragedi, 
journalism fiction hiagr iplu traicl 
letters mi to use his own words on 
Goldsmith touched nothin., which he did 
not adorn It is perhaps true that ht 
was preater than his hooVfi as has 
been recenth said, Ins ponderous foot 
trod heavily, and Ins Rambler and Idler 
repose on the dusty shelves of old 
libraries, consulted occasionally In (he 
curious and then hastily replaced Smol- 
lett called him “ the Grpat Cham of 
literature ’ and yet or the two hundred 
essays of tho Rambler hardly more than 
two or three art* read now His great- 
nesa is based rather on tho tiers of the 
Poets, where 'biography and cnt&sm 
are bungled m the es«n\ form, shrewd 
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comments on morals, literature an<l 1’dc 
abound and an tmfaihmr litrlit is sited on 
the personality nf the writer himself.’ - 
Goldsmith was mucli more lovable, 
less taciturn and more human than hi" 
great friend His Citizen of the 11 or Id 
shows his linght and spontaneous hu- 
mour : it is important in the history of 
literature as clear It umrkimr the relation 
between the cssav and the novel. Thac- 
keray. himself a groat novelist, paid this 
tribute to the nitmorv of Goldsmith" 

" lbs humour delighting us still . his song 
fresh and beautiful as when he first 
charmed with it his words in all our 
mouths Insvtrv weaknesses beloved and 
familiar — ins- benevolent spirit seems 
still to s'lmit upon us: to do gentle kind- 
ne-sf,-. . to succour with sweet charity: 
to soothe, f aress and forgive ; to plead 
wuh the fortunate for the unhappy and 
the poor.” 

Home turned the ea-.tv mto merer 
rerious and thoughtful Une... Jl,. wrote 
j'wj ' Moral Olid Phil, v,].hiral, v h.eb 
rx.li 
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hear* the impress of a nnnd sm gularlv 
noli and original He whs cquilh m- 
fluent i'll in the region of historical writ- 
ing His stt le w as graceful and spirited 
Sir lames i itz Tames btephen describe s 
his later ess is s as perfect models of 
quiet, rigorous and jet graceful com- 
position as full of thought is am writing 
need to ho \et nicer so much com- 
pressed as to unjiobt needless labour 
On the rt ider 

B\ this tunc we tpptoich the end 
of the ,\ s t of Goodsensc utd llu \gc of 
kovnnv\icv*m i*» to la» hi raided f.mwlu&U'* 
and steadili the cmi has bt»n del elop- 
ing H lias now « more or less rt i ugnisod 
pi ice m liter dim. , it is now begmmtv to 
tnal the Ivrtc as a popular form of liter- 
ary expression The new '.sln.it has been 
superseded b\ tlio Kencw and essays 
of a more solid bmd more icholarh 
le^s ‘ pec n--mnal and slight are called 
for New theories of poetn nr» being 
propounded thci lunc to bt disc asset! 
New hut in movements are spreading „ 
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their consideration t- necessary. The 
bounds of knowledge are wtdeninsr : Me 
is ire tune lms> learning u becoinin'- 
speoiabsed Brief and popular surveys 
histonc.il and literart. are required. 
Criticism of new books is called for. 
The t'-saNisis consequently. dnerted 
ineir enemies alone: these new directions. 
The Edinburgh Ervinr supported l>} 

• Jeffrey. S'dney Smith. Brougham and 
JLtcaulav . The Quarterly Rrriric. with 
it® contributors Gilford and Crokei and 
Walter Scott : Blacl. iroor/s, assisted by 
"Christopher Xorth s John Wilson! — are 
all largely responsible fur the turn that the 
essay now took. These and their sueecs- 
°or>- tn tie* lloview tradition. Lockhart. 
Leigh Hunt. DcQuincey.are. responsible for 
the elasticity of English prase. The early 
rerter. er- he'd m their own d.v\ a unique 
position t their jurtemten's might have b»*en 
mistaken, th.a-r- alone Mere pubbeh drlt- 
d; prejudice and bias might have 
dutened tVir tldon, few v.erc fro' in 

th.*! gi .no-rnt ion fpvjj th.>w» Imuettir ir tins, 

r.\it 
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But they knew their on n mini] tliei dul 
not prevaricate and temporise the* will 
ntserdo on the £reur«on was brut it 
but it was *trti*litforw ini Their pi tic 
is hi n li w pioni ers in the rejoun of the 
critic it css n Together v. uh thi>8 mention 
im\ b< made* of i p un-tahuic liononbh 
mid voluminous writer Sautht* fl774- 
1843) w ho wes n n uiUr contributor to the 
Quarterly Rerieic for in important article 
m which lie would receive on( hundred 
pounds hpcahin^ of his Life of B estey 
Coleridge «wtl The favourite of mj 
hbrnrv among mum fa\ ountts, the booh 
I cm realtor the twentieth time when 
1 can re u! nothin^ else «t all Time h is 
not In en hind to ^outlves m uni' it may 
be suspected hcc tnsa of ius un" arr inted 
excursions into the reihft of poetn and 
except for his Iftfson he i« mentioneil 
w uh respect but not with enthusiasm 
The publication m \S1 r > of the e««i> 
on Milton b) Mao ui!i\ (INXMblOl marks 
an epoch in the hMor> of the cssi) 
BiooTupli' and criticism which Johnson 


xxi 



INTHODt'CTIOV 


was almost the first to combine are further 
joined together with fuller knowledge of 
facts arid lc'-s prejudice and greater 
charm Macaulay had undoubtedly hts 
own defects — exopscivc lo\p of colour, 
fondness for antithesis, sinvmsr for effect, 
political litas, hut tn the biographical es«ay 
— Milton. Johnson. Bunyan tlnldsmiih. 
■Clive. Pitt. Warren Hastings and man} 
others — he t c unsurpassed. Hts Lord II* I- 
lrtti'1 is at once lnstone.il portraiture and 
personal tribute Political prejudice apart, 
it js an e«s.i\ of supreme merit. Ilis- I>«av 
on Milton t' e-ptiilh brilliant- “We think 
that as Ci'ih'.ition advances. poetry 
almost necessarily declines'," bold, ttnh'“ 
sttaumr. challenging stat. merits such as 
this abound in his i sc n s, 

C'trn !e 1 1 tl'b-ib'sl I o' so ne ir to our 
•own age th st w are up* to forget that lie 
" ro»e for the Edinburgh lii-rirtr as long 
•* ( « as P*22. Thra<* vo, ini j. £ jp r p.. 
contributed a I.ifoof S< hitler rot tc- London 

Idoqriz inr .\ r ter his <h nn m enrhnsb 
asms-, luc etehusljsn f,, r Hums -,nd S< 
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was keen and his essa\ on the former, 
published m the Edinburgh Revieic is a 
masterful stiidi of a penonahtY who in 
the words of l onl Rosfbcrv , appeals, most 
of ait to tU« una r .initmn and affection of 
muikind We Jn» all faimli ir with his 
mannerism* his lost of paradox Ins want 
of fluencY Tame described his st> le as 
‘ exa^erittd md <1< manned ’ it i« 
erratic, tttiplif abrupt But hi aVwnY 1 * 
writes with knowledge is ne\ er obsturc 
and net er f ilse Ruskm sud What can 
)0U sat of Curls le but that he was 
born in the clouds and struck h> the 
lightning 1 which withers wink it im- 
mortalises nntrgY and sincent\ are 
mur wanting nor tliormiglmc «s and 
it has liecn tml\ rein irked that his 
espuYs are intrinsic dl\ more complete 
and throw inort real b„ht on char 
at ter than whole mluinis of ordimr> 
memoirs 

This period, e »rl> 10th centurj \nt- 
nessetl a rt markable development of the 
cvnj as indeed of the tme, of painting, 
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of the general movement for freedom in 
all phases of life and art. The interesting 
point in literature is that many writers 
were both poets and essayists, and 
thu'. uncor.seiou-h perhaps, both were 
>tri\ms: for a common end. freedom 
from t he bondage of cla.-sicissn and 
(tide-bound convention. Coleridge ( 1772- 
183 ^1. Word’sirorth. 1 177<Mb,jO>. Souihell 
Shrlliy (1702-18221. Landor ( 1775-1864*. 
Lnmb (177.0-18-141. Scott (1771-18321 
wore nil both poets and ««•>.» tst*-. 13m 
there were others who were prose- 
wnte-- u;th . Ilnzhtl (1778-18-^1, De- 
Q'dnccy U78V18.-,Ml, Leigh Hunt (1784- 
18 /H ; n- the other great names of this 
prr.od. 

Cc»>ndge> Biogrnphsn Litrrariet. - 
.tb/s to Reflection and contributions to 
the 1 riend e>-t«b’t*.h for him a lending 

S"’ s <*mn among rmnantm t rit<( ilts 
!“ 'nr, i mi Mi ikr*-;.. arc an J rebar po< ts 
uv.-k a n<*», c'ag.- ; n the development of 
H tUsj-su m orit Um ,.el u < ,-e- 

' v ' 1 *'•* ‘ -o-'ler.ddy c, hr „. r , f iw 
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promise, but both in some of his beautiful 
poems and critical puces ho i« original 
thoughtful and full of good sense 1\ tit- 
mg m 1800 he said, 1 l abandon poetn 
altogether 1 leave the higher and deeper 
kinds to Wordsworth the delightful 
popular, and simply dignified to Southev 
and reserve for ma self the honourable 
attempt to make others feel and under- 
stand their -writings, as the} deserve to 
to* felt and understood Coleridge is 
among the first to acknowledge interpre- 
tation to be one of the aims of criticism 
Wordsworth mhu Prefaces explained, 
and defended the tin ones w Inch he held 
about poetn Like Milton he was the 
master of a noble prose style like bun he 
■was misunderstood and felt constrained 
to defend himselF Baron ridiculed him 
Shelley and Keats did not understood 
him And no wonder for he was an 
mnoa ator 

Shcllea a Defence of Poetry is an- 
other illustration of the statement that all 
Prod po*ts are good prose-wnters He 
XXIX 
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is diffuse, he is ornate, his sentences are 
overloaded with metaphor and simile: not 
infrequently lie is earned away by the 
exuberance of his imagination. But his 
style is always graceful and always 
harmonious 

Walter Savatre Candor's Imaginary 
Conversation s achieved the unique dis- 
tinction of becoming a classic, immediately 
<m publication. Sidnei Colvin speaks of 
“the Mreneth, dumity. and liarmony of 
hi 1 ' pro'-e «t\le.’’ He adhered to a classi- 
cal regularity of language and to a 
ehtsM.eul composure and restraint of stylet 
b.tnlh a logical or grammatical slip can 
be ilete< i«-d m his writings " What 1 
write.'* he said himself a little grandi- 
)o,[uently. *' ts not written on *1.1*0, and 
no finger, not of TJok hun-elf, whodsp v 
it in th* cloud* df (.ear*., can effac it." 

Lotnb ’inpartcd into hi- writing* the 
piron.it. note v hicli the l«-t 

eetaury b at alnv«* ban'e-h..,]. He hn-\\ 
th *t he i ooM si his re tders in bun* 

' 'f V.'h it i,,. f,at and tlfiuchi a'td -a” 
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he expressed His style is so free, so 
fl<y% in so intimate that it appears to bo 
almost like com ersation He takes e\ ery 
one mto his confidence Like f^ood talk, 
his essay runs oil from one subject to 
another , grave, now ahd again gat , 
nothing is too important or too trisnl 
Snatches of old reading — with o< oa- 
sionnl misquotations— and homelv ilitts- 
* rations abound The distinction between 
him and Addison h is bci n well expressed 
thus “Addison is gay and witty and 
delightful, but lie onlv ploys at being 
human, Limb a essays— the translation 
into print of a heap of idiosyncrasies and 
oddities aad hies and dislikes, and 
&trance humours — come straight and 
lovnblv from a human soul The Assays 
and Last Essays of Elia Imng us mto 
touch v, ith the p« rsouahty of Lamb here, 
if onrw here, it 1$ true that the stjle is 
the nnn ho pruise can he too ln$.h for 
tin. writer who, getting oier the trspo 
circumstances of his own life, his nervous 
and i xc it able nature, can ut draw fur us 
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critical opinions are such as h i\ c ot cunvd 
without much or profound studv io one 
too much ol whoso tuno has hitn sptnt 
m that delightful land of ficnc the 
seducing maze? of fictitious nurratn e 
The ts'-nist i who is to In. mentioned 
next, Hftzhtt was an Edinburgh Reviewer 
and a writer of great charm and freshness 
As a critic his position is assured his 
Spirit of the Age Shakespc ire Characters, 
Lectures on the English Poets, English 
Comic "Writers are all model- of acute 
criticism, fullv he inm, out his own prin- 
ciple of literary cntici-m that ‘ it should 
reflect the colour, tlic light and shade the 
soul and bodv of a work.'' Rut criticism 
ap irt bo is delightful as an essayist, pure 
and simple “We arc all mightv fine 
people, declared Stevenson * but wo 
cannot w nte hke II irlitt ” He contributed 
about fortv essus 9 to Leigh Hunt s Round 
Table Hr Birrellsajs ‘Montaigne was in 
Hozhtt’a opinion the first ptrson w ho in lus 
cssa) s led the way to this kind of writing 
among the moderns, being the first who 
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the image of a singularly lovable, gentle, 
and quiet character, which we accept as 
that of the writer He was true, it has 
been remarked to Giarles Lamb to the 
shy, sensitive, stuttering, brave, stricken, 
poor. gay. true-hearted gentleman whom 
everybody loved. 

Scott great alike m fiction and m 
ballad-poetry, turned lus attention in the 
dark years preceding his end, to critical 
and biographical writing His Biographi- 
cal and Critical Notices of Eminent 
Novelists, though the production of hit. 
declining v ear 1 -, contains a vast fund of 
information and it, of great value as con- 
tainin'! the opinions on novelists of one 
who was himself a master of the craft. Ii 
was. it had to he. a pot-boiler: the heroic 
knight had to stoop to literary hackwork. 
Yet the genius of Scott makes even the--e 
sketches luminous In the Advertise- 
ment, Scott thinks it necessary to observe 
that the lives do not lay claim to the merit 
of much research, brine taken from the 
most accessible materials, and that the 
sxx ii 
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critic il opinions are inch n* hn\e o< tumd 
without much or profound stufl\ to one 
too much of whose time his heen spent 
in that ‘delightful lmd of faenc the 
seducing mares of fictitious narratne 
The c$« lust itrho is to he mentioned 
next, Harhtt was an Edinburgh Kevicwer 
and a writer of grest charm andfnslme&s 
\.*» a critic his position is assured hit, 
spirit of the A-,e ^hakt speare Charat ters, 
Lectures on the rn e lish Poets English 
Conno Writers are all models of unite 
criticism full} hearing out his o\\ n prin- 
ciple of literary criticism th it it should 
reflect the colour, the light and shade the 
soul and hods of a w otk But criticism 
apart he is delightful as an e^avist pure 
and simple “We arc all might v fine 
people,’ declared Steal n*>on but we 
cannot write like H ulitt He contributed 
aliout fort\ essuvs tol ei„h Hunt s Round 
Table Mr Birrellsais ‘ Montaigne was in 
HozVt s opinion tho Grst person who in his 
esaaj i, led the wav to tins kind of writing 
among the moderns, bung the first who 
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had the courage to say as an author what 
he felt as a man. Hazlitt had plenty of 
this kind of courage — put a pen in his 
hand and he would say anything." Hazlitt 
is never dull, always full of a healthy zest 
for the good things of life, full of excite- 
ment. never insipid. “Give a man." he 
says in his Essay on the Fight, a topic in 
his head, a throb of pleasure in his heart, 
and he will be glad to share it with 
the first person he meets.'’ The tradition 
of Lamb is carried on by him. 

De Quincey wrote, of course. The 
Confessions of an English Opium-Eater 
and also Essays on the Lake Poets. Murder 
Considered os a Fine Art and several essays 
contributed to Blackwood's Magazine. 
Coleridge, De Quincey, Francis Thompson 
have al I felt the depressing effect of opimn , 
momentary excitement ‘‘ purchased at the 
expense of prolonged mental and physical 
prostration ” De Quincey occasionally rises 
to heights of genuine impassioned elo- 
quence, urges a return to former models, 
often i« penetrating, but his normal level of 
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attainment is poor His stylo is frequent- 
ly elaborate and lofty- — the Vision of 
fcudden Death is on instance , he could be 
shrewd and sensible as a critic — the 
Essay on Knocking at the Gate m Macbeth 
mat be cited — but gener illy the dull 
narcotic perplexed and retarded and he 
was content 

Leigh Hunt is still rtsd Men and 
Women Imagmition and Fancy Wit and 
Humour contamsome of his best works but 
« \ en his best is hardly vert {.ood His place 
in the midst of greater \t nters is dui not to 
ant supremo exet Hence in his on n achieve- 
ments, but rather to the undoubted influ- 
ence which he exercised over his contem- 
poraries Professor Suintsburi puts it, 
The praise of gi\m„ the list special turn 
to tht essivvs due mon than tn am one 
else, to Leifcji Hunt \s Kc Us took hints 
from this nnequil writer in itrse so 
did L tmh and Huzlnt in prose , and from 
these three came all the essayists and all 
the ess its of tht Fn_hsh nineteenth 
centurt f 
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These •were the chief essayists in the 
first half of the 19th century: thereafter 
the difficulty is mainly one of selection . 
Hardly any writer of note who did not write 
essays. From the growing popularity of 
magazines and reviews, from the spread of 
literature though not of learning, from the 
appalling hurry and bustle of life. — from 
whatever cause, the essay now superseded 
in popularity almost every other literary 
form. Newman (1801-1890), Maitliew Ar- 
nold (1822-88). Ruskm (1819-1900) Bage- 
hot (1820-1877), Walter Pater (1839-1894), 
Emerson (1803-82). Loro ell (1819-1891). 
Thackeray (1811-1863), Fronde (1818— 
1894). Herbert Spencer (1820-1903), Lord 
Avebury (1834-1913), Andrew Lang (1844- 
1912), J. A. Symonds (1840-1893), R. H. 
Hutton (1826-1897). Oscar Wilde (1856- 
1900), R. W. Clmrch (1815-1890), Leslie 
Stephen (1832-1904) Mori eg, (1838-1923), 
Freeman (1823-92). Green (1837-1883). 
Huxley (1825-1895), Tyndall (1820-1893), 
Stevenson (1850-1894), Richard Jefferies 
(1848-1887). Edmund Gosse (1849), 
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Augustine Rirrelt (1850), TFafter Raleigh 
(1861-1924), A G Gardiner (1865), TT B 
Vents (1803), B G Wells {im) E V 
fate a s (1868) John Galsworthy (1867) 
Arnold Bennett (1667), Dean Inge (1860) 
G K C/icslerlon (l87 1) Richard lltddle- 
ton , Maurice Hewlett (1923), Vernon 
Lee, A C Benson J Middleton Murry 
—the hst is inexhaustible Opinions tnn\ 
differ ns to the future of tho Yvne or the 
drama lor the future of the <?«>s \\ there 
need be no misgtvroR 

No rrnteron the Es-my c&nfadtoarkn vledge 
the wealth of information contained in Hugh 
'V>' alter i Engl »*h Essayitti ( J 1L Dent and Sim) 
tXloe,ButiyUn,Swift and Fielding are not usually 
regarded as essayists but the range of the es«ay is 
unViautedaRd in order to rnsVe the selections van 
ed in their interest and appeal, some pieces from 
these masters of pro»e hare also been included 



The Convalescent 


V mtTF\ «erert fit of indisposition 
■which umlet the name of a nervous fe\er 
has matft. i pn«om r of me for some weeks 
past and is hut slowly leaving me, has 
reduced me to an incapacity of reflectini, 
opou an} topic for* >gn to it-« If I \pect 
no healthy conclusions from me this 
month reader I can offer you onlv *tck 
men 8 dream 

\nd trul> the whole state of sickness 
is such for what else is it lint a magm 
ficent drvam for a nun to lie a bed and 
draw dijlmht curtains about him and 
abutting out tin sun to induce a total 
oblivion of all the works which are goini, 
on under it ’ To become insensible to all 
the operations of life except the beatings 
of one feeble pnl«e 9 
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If there be a regal solitude, it is a sick 
bed. How the patient lords it there ; what 
caprices he acts ■without control ! how 
king-like he swavs his pillow — tumbling, 
and tossing, and shifting, and lowering 
it. and thumping, and flatting, and mould- 
ing it. to the ever-varying requisitions of 
his throbbing temples 

He changes sidrs oftener than a poli- 
tician. Xow he lies full length, then half 
length, obliquely, transversely, head and 
feet quite across the bed ; and none accuses 
him of tergiversation Within the four 
curtains he is absolute. They are his 
Mare Clansnm. 

How sickness enlarges the dimensions 
of a man's self to himself * he is his own. 
exclusive object. Supreme selfishness is 
inculcated upon him as his only duty. 
’Tisthe Two Tables of the Law to him. 
He has nothing to think of but how to 
get v. ell. What passes out of doors, or 
within them, so he hear not the jarring of 
them, affects him not. 

A little while ago he was greatly 
1 94 
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concerned m the oeot of iUw cun which 
■was to he the making or the in irnng of 
his dearest friend He was to he seen 
trudging about upon this man s errand to 
hftj quarters of the town at once judging 
this witness refreshing th it solicitor The 
cause was to come on -vevttrdai He is 
ihsolutelj as indifferent to the decision as 
if it were a question to lie tried Jt Pekin 
Pend venture from some wtmpi ring going 
on about the house not intended for his 
bearing he picks np enoogh to nuke him 
Understand that things went cross grained 
tnthe court vestenlai and his friend is 
ruined Hut the word friend and the 
worvl rum disturb him no more than 
so much jargon He is not to think of 
unj thing hut how to get better 

"hat a world of foreign cares are 
merged m that absorbing consideration * 

He has put on the strong armour of 
Sickness he is wrapped in the callous hide 
ut suffering he keeps his sympathj like 
some curious vintage under trusty lock 
and key f or ms ov ,n use only 
i9j 
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He lies pitying himself, honing anti 
moaning to himself , he yearneth over 
himself , his bowels are even melted with- 
in him. to think what he suffers : he is 
not ashamed to weep over himself. 

He is for ever plotting how to do some 
good to himself, studying little stratagems 

7 d artificial alleviations. 

He makes the most of himself; divid- 
ing himself, by an allowable fiction, into as 
many distinct individuals as he hath sore 
and sorrowing members. Sometimes he 
meditates — as of a thing apart from him — 
upon his poor aching head, and that dull 
pain which, dozing or waking, lay in it 
a\\ the past night like a log. or palpable 
substance of pain, not to be removed with- 
out opening the very skull, as it seemed, 
to take it thence. Or he pities his long, 
clammy, attenuated fingers. He com-, 
passionates himself all over; and his bed 
is a very discipline of humanity and 
tender heart. 

^ He is his own sympathizer.- and in- 
stinctively feels that none can so well 
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perform that office tor him He cares for 
tew spectators to his tragedy Only that 
punctual face of the old mine pleases him 
that announces his broths and his cordials. 
He likes it be can e it i- so unmoved amt 
because he can poor forth his feverish 
ejaculations before it is unreservedly as 
to lus lied post 

To the world 3 business hi is dead 
He understands not what tht callings and 
occupations of mortals are onl> he has a 
glimmering conceit of some such thing 
when the doctor makes his d »ih call and 
even In the lines on that buss face b< reads 
no mulUplicitj of patients bnt solely con 
cents of hmiself as (hr girl man To what 
ttfiw'tunviBj coudnfne good man is’nnSten 
lUt. when he slips ont of his chamber 
folding np his thin douceur so carefully 
for fearof rustling — isno«perulationwhich 
he can at present entertain He thinks 
on\j of the regulir return of the same 
phenomenon at the same honr to-morrow 
Household rumours touch him not 
t 'omi f unt murmur indicative of life going 
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-on within the honse. =oofhes him. while 
he knows not distinctly what it is. He is 
not to know anything, not to think of 
anything. Servants gliding up or down 
the distant staircase, treading as upon 
velvet, gently keep his ear awake, so long 
as he troubles not himself further than 
with some teeble gue-s at tlieir errands. 
Exacter knowledge woold be a burthen to 
him : he can jnst endure the pressure of 
conjecture. He opens his e\e faintly at 
the dull stroke of the muffled knocker, aud 
closes it again without asking ‘ Who v>as 
it ' He is flattered by a general notion 
that enquiries are making after him, hut 
he cares not to know the name of the 
enqnirer In the general stillness and 
awful hush of the house he lies in state, 
and feels his sovereignty. 

To he c ick is to enjoy monarchal pre- 
rogatives. Compare the silent tread and 
quiet ministry, almost by the eye only, 
with which he is served— with the care- 
le_.. demeanour, the unceremonious goinus 
in and out (slapping of doors, or leaving 
i9S 
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them open) of the aery same attend mt*- 
■when he is Rettm„ i tittle (letter indvon 
will contest that from the lied of sick 
ne 9 (throne let me rather call itl to tin, 
« lbow chur of convthaccnci t* i fill from 
du.uu\ amounting to i deposition 

How convalescence shrinks a mm 
Kick to Ins pristine stature' Win re is 
wow the spare which he occupied so 
lately in his own m iln binili s eve 
The scene ot lm> regalities his sick 
room which was his presence chimin. r 
where he H\ and ncteil lus despotic fin 
cles — how is it rednced to » common bed 
room ' The tntnm** of tin \er> bed his 
something petti and unmeaning allow it 
It is Hindi even dav How tinlike to that 
wnr manv fnrrowid» oceanic sort ice 
which it presented ®« short a time smct 
when to mnti it \\ is i service not to be 
thought of at oftener th m three or tour 
d»i revolutions when the patient was with 
pain ami cm l to bo lifted for n little while 
nnt of it to submit to the encroachments 
of unwelcome neatness and decencies 
i99 
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■which Ins shaken frame deprecated; than 
to tie lifted into it again, for mother 
three 01 foni day s’ respite, to flounder it 
out of shape again, while every fresh 
fnriow was an historical record of some 
shifting posture, some uneasy turning, 
some seeking for a little ease ; and the 
shrunken skin scarce told a truer story 
than the crumpled coveilid. 

Hushed are those mysterious sighs — 
those groans — so much more awful, while 
we knew not from what cat erns of vast 
hidden suffering they proceeded. The 
Lernean pangs are quenched. The riddle 
of sickness is solved ; and Philnctetes is 
become an ordinary personage. 

Perhaps some relic of the sick roan’s 
dream of greatness survives m the still 
lingering visitations of the medical attend- 
ant. But how is he, too. changed with 
everything else ' Can this be he — this man 
of news of chat — of anecdote — of every- 
thing but physic — can this be he, who so 
lately came between the patient and his 
erne) enemy, as on some solemn embassy 
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from "Saltire encting ber=el{ into t. high 
meditating party — Pshaw Us «oine- 
old tromati 

Hrt«(*U with lum all that made sick 
ne a pompous— th« spell that hushed the 
household— the desert like stillne* felt 
throughout its inmost chambers the mute 
atten lance— the enquiry by looks thesttll 
softer delicacies t £ self attention the sole 
an 1 sin le eye of di temper aloni ly fixed 
upon itself world thoughts excluded— 
the m n 1 worl \ unto himself — his own 
theatre 

t\ hat a speck is h« dwindled into * 

In this Hat swamp of convalescence 
left l\ the 1 hb of sickness yet far enough 
from the terra firma of established health 
tour note dear Editor reached me ro- 
ijae«ting— in article In Articulo Mortis 
thought I hut it is something hard —and 
the quil hie wretched as it was relieved 
me The summon' unseasonable as it 
aj peared seemed to link me on again to 
the petty businesses of life which I had 
list sight of a g«ntle call to activity 
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however trivial . a wholesome weaning 
from that preposterous dream o£ self- 
ab=orption — the puffy state of sickness — 
in which I confess to have lain so long, in- 
sensible to the magazines and monarchies 
of the w orlo alike ; to us laws, and to its 
literature. The hypochondriac flatus is 
subsiding* the acres, which m imagina- 
tion I had spread over — for the sick man 
swells in the sole contemplation of his 
simile sufferings, till he becomes a Tityus 
to himself — are wasting to a span : and for 
the giant of self-importance, which I was 
so lately, yon have me once again in my 
natural pretensions— the lean and meagre 
figure of your insignificant Essayist. 
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Treatment of His Hares 

IN tin veir 1174 being much Itnhs 
posed t>otl» in mind and food\ m capable 
of (Inerting ra> ^elt other with companj 
or boohs and > et m *» condition that mule 
oomf diversion nece«sarj I u is glut of 
anything thit would engage dilution 
without fatiguing )t The children of a 
neighbour of mine hid a leveret given 
them for a plaything it was at that time 
about tbre< months old 11 ndetstatiding 
In tier how to tea. «» the poor creature than 
to feed if ind soon becoming «ein of 
tlieir charge they readily consented that 
their f ither who saw it pimm, and grow 
in„ It mer everj d iy should offer it to 
my accepunci 1 was willing enough to 
tnW tho prisoner under my protection 
perceiving that m tin management of 
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such an animal, and in the attempt to 
tame it. I should find just that sort of 
employment which my case required. 

It was soon known among the neigh- 
bours that I was pleased with the present 
and the consequence was that m a short 
time I had as many leverets offered to me 
as would have stocked a paddock. I 
undertook the care of thi ee. which it is 
necessary that I should here distinguish 
by the names I gave them — Puss, Tiney. 
and Bess. ^Notwithstanding the two fem- 
inine appellatives, I mnst inform yon that 
they were all males. Immediately com- 
mencing carpenter. I built them houses to 
sleep in ; each had a separate apartment. 
In the daytime they had the range of a 
hall, and at night retired each to his own 
bed. never intruding into that of another. 

Puss grew presently familiar, wonld 
leap into toy lap. raise himself npon his 
hinder feet, and bite the hair from my 
temples He would suffer me to take 
him up. and to carry him ahont in my 
arms, and has more than once fallen fast 
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asleep upon tnj knee He -was ill three 
days during which tune 1 nursed Imn 
kept him ipart from his fellows thatthei 
tnif,ht not molest him (for like nianj 
other wild animals thej persecute one 
of their own aperies that is sick) and b\ 
constant care and trains him with a 
variety of herbs, restored him to perfect 
health No creaturp could be more 
grateful than mi patient after his re 
coven ft sentiment which he most sij. 
nificantlj expressed by licking mv band 
first the hack of it then the palm then 
evtrj finder separately, then between all 
the finders a3 if anxious to leave no part 
of it unsiluted a ceremony which he 
nivar performed bat once again upon a 
sumter occasion 

V Hiding him extremely tractable 1 
made it ms custom to carry him alwiys 
after breakfast into tbt garden when, he 
hid himself generally under the leaves of 
a cucumber vine sleeping or chewing 
the cud till evening , in the leave* also 
of that vine he found a favourite repast. 
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sncli an animal, and m the attempt to 
tame it, I shonld hnd jnst that sort o£ 
employment which my case required. 

It was soon known among the neigh- 
bours that I was pleased with the present 
and the consequence was that in a short 
tune I had as many leverets offered to me 
as would have stocked a paddock. I 
undertook the care of three, which it is 
necessary that I should here distinguish 
by the names I gave them— Puss, Tiney. 
and Bess. Notwithstanding the two fem- 
inine appellatives, I must inform yon that 
they were all males. Immediately com- 
mencing carpenter, I built them houses to 
sleep m ; each had a separate apartment. 
In the daytime they had the range of a 
hall, and at night retired each to his own 
bed, never intruding into that of another. 

Puss grew presently familiar, would 
leap into my lap, raise himself upon his 
hinder feet, and bite the ban fTom my 
temples. He would suffer me to take 
him up, and to carry him about in my 
arms, and has more than once fallen fast 
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asleep upon my knee He was ill three 
days, during which time I nursed him 
kept him apart from his fellows thatthey 
smj,ht hot molest him (for liki mans 
other wild animals they persecute one 
of thur own species that is sick) and by 
constant care and triim. him with i 
variety of herbs restored him to perfect 
health No creature could he more 
pratt fnj than mv patient after his re- 
covery a sentiment which he most sic 
Uificantly expressed by licking my hand 
farst the back of it th< n the palm then 
eicry Unger separately then between all 
the finders iis if anxious to leave no part 
of it unsaluted a ceremony which he 
never performed but once again upon a 
Similar occasion, 

1 Hiding him extremely tractable I 
made it my custom to carry him always 
after breakfast into the garden where ho 
hul himself generally onder tbe Iea\ es of 
a cucumber vine sleeping, or chewing 
the cud till evening in the leaves also 
of that vine he found a favourite repast. 
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I had not long habituated him to this taste 
of liberty before he began to be impatient 
for the return of the time when he might 
enjoy it He would invite me to the 
garden by drumming upon my knee, 
and b> a look of such expression as it 
was not possible to misinterpret. It this 
rhetoric did not imme<liateiy succeed, he 
would take the skirt of my coat between 
his teeth, and pull it with all his force. 
Thus Puss might be said to be perfectly 
tamed, the shyness of hts nature was done 
away, and on the whole it was visible, by 
many symptoms which I have not room 
to enumerate, that he was happier in 
human society than when shut up with 
his natural companions. 

Xot so Tiney ; upon him the kindest 
treatment had not the least effect. He 
too was sick, and in his sickness had an 
equal share of my attention ; bnt if. after 
his recovery. I took the liberty to stroke 
him. he would grunt, strike with his fore- 
feet, spring forward, and bite. He was 
however, very entertaining in his way ; 
=c6 
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even his surliness was matter of mirth 
and in his play lie preserved such an air 
ot grmtj and performed his feats with 
such a solemnity of manner that in lnm 
too I had an agreeable companion 

Be-- who died soon after he was. full 
grow n and whose death was occasioned 
In his being turned into hh box which 
had been washed while it was >et damp* 
w is a hare of great humour and droller} 
Puss w \a tamed by gentle usage Tme> 
was not to he tamed at all and Bess hod 
a courage and confidence that made him 
tame from the beginning I always ad 
nutted them into the parlour after sup- 
per when the carpet affording their teet 
a firm hold they would fnsh and bound, 
and phj a thousand gambol* in which 
Be*w being remarkably strong and fearless 
was alwa\6 superior to the rest and 
proved himself the l«tm of the part} 
One evening the cat being m the room, 
bad the hardiness to pat Bess upon, the 
cheek an indignity which he resented b} 
drumming upon her back with such, vio- 
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lence that the cat -vs as happy to escape 
from under his paws and hide herself. 

I describe these animals as having 
each a character of his own. Such they 
were, in fact, and their countenances 
were so expressive of that character that, 
when 1 looked only on the face of either, 
1 immediately knew which it was. It is 
said that a shepherd, liowevet numerous 
his flock, soon becomes so familiar with 
their features that he can, by that indica- 
tion only, distinguish each from all the 
rest ; and yet, to a common observer, the 
difference is hardly perceptible. Doubt 
not that the same discrimination in the 
cast of countenances w ould he discoverable 
in hares, and am persuaded that among a 
thousand of them no two could be found 
exactly similar— a circumstance little sus- 
pected by those who have not had oppor- 
tunity to observe it. 

These creatures liaxe a singular saga- 
city in discovering the minutest alteration 
that is made in the place to which they 
’ nre accustomed, and instantly apply their 
aoS 
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no^f to the examination of a object 
A stn iU hole being bnrnt m the c lrpet it 
mis mended with a patch and that patch 
»n i moment nnderwent the strictest 
Scrutiny Thcv „eun too to be \erj 
much directed by the smell iu the choice 
of their {nnnntni to some persons 
though the* t iw them daih tint co-id 
never hi reconciled Uul would even 
scream when thi > lttempted to touch 
them hut a unlit r coming in engaged 
their affections at once his powdered 
« oat had charms that were irresistible 
It is no won ler tint 111} intimate 
acquaint ince with thebe specimens of the 
hind hag taught me to hold the sportsman s 
amusement m abhorrence Hi little 
knows whit amiable trealnres lie pera. 
cute- of w hat gratitude the} arc capable 
bow cheerful tbev are in their spirits 
what enjoj Blent the} hive of life and 
that unpre sed as the> seem w lth a pecn 
lnr dread of man it is only because man 
gives them peculiar cause for it 

That I mar not be tedious I will just 
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pive a short summary of those articles of 
diet that «mt them best. 

I take it to be a general opinion that 
thev gra/e, but it is an erroneous one ; at 
least grass i* not their staple. They ‘■eem 
rather to use it medicinally, soon quitting 
it foi leaves of almost any kind. Sow 
thistle, dandelion, and lettnce are their 
fa\ourite vegetable*, especially the last. 

I discovered by accident that fine white 
sand is in great estimation with them 
1 suppose as a digestive It happened 
that I was cleaning a bird-cage when the 
hares were with me I placed a pot 
filled with such sand upon the floor, 
which, being at once directed to by a 
strong instinct, they devoured voraciously 
Since that time I have generally taken 
care to see them well supplied with it- 
They account green corn a delicacy, 
both blade and stalk, but the ear they 
seldom eat. Straw of any kind, especi- 
ally wheat-straw, is another of their 
dainties. They wall feed greedily upon 
oats, but, if furnished with clean straw. 
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never want them it serve* them also 
for a bed ind if shaken up daih mil 
be kept sweet and dr\ for a consult, ruble 
time They An not indeid require 
urora itic herbs bnt will eat a small quart 
Uw of them with jrreit r*hsh ami are 
particuhrlj fond of the phut called musk 

They s< em to resemble sheep in this 
Ih it jf tlieir pasture be too succulent 
they are very oubject to the rot to pre 
vent which X alwws made bread their 
prmcipil nonrwhnient ami tilling a pan 
v ith it cut into ‘•mull squares placed it 
every evctmu. * n their chambers-— for 
tbc% feed only «t evening and in the 
night 

During the muter when vegetables 
sure not to be got I mingled this mess of 
bread With shreds of carrot adding to it 
the cmd of apples cut extremely thin 
tor thouuh they are fond of the paring 
the apple itself tli'gnsU them These 
homjvgr not being a sufficient sub 
stitnte for the juice of summer herb* they 
must at this tune be supplied with water „ 
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but so placed that they cannot overset it 
into their beds. I must not omit that 
occasionally they are moch pleased frith 
twigs of hawthorn, and of the common 
brier, eating even the very wood when it 
is of considerable thickness. 

Bess. 1 have said, died voting. Tmey 
lived to be nine years old, and died at 
last. 1 have reason to think, of some bnrt 
m his loins by a fall. Pass is still living* 
and has just completed his tenth year, 
discovering no signs of decay, nor even of 
age, except that he is grown more discreet 
and less frolicsome than he was. I can- 
not conclude without observing that I have 
lately introduced a doc to his acquain- 
tance — a spaniel that had never seen a 
hare, to a hare that had never seen a span- 
iel. I did it with great caution, but there 
was no real need of it. Puss discovered 
no token of fear, nor Marquis the least 
symptom of hostility There is, there- 
fore, it should seem, no natural antipathy 
between dog and hare : but the pursuit 
of the one occasions the flight of the other. 
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solitude, it hen I give myself tip to it. for 
the sake of solitude nor do I ask for 

t friend iu my retreat 
Whom T m.i\ whispe r «oltiude t< street. 

Tht scnl of a journey is liberty, perfect 
libem. to think, feel, do just as one 
pleases. \ v e go a journey chiefly to he 
free of all impediments and ot all incon- 
veniences •. to leave ourselves behind, 
much more to get rid of others. It is be- 
cause T want a little breathing-space to 
muse on indifferent matters, where 
Contemplation 

* May plume her feaihers and let crow 

her wiugs. 

That in the various bustle of report 

Were all too ruffled, aad sometimes impair'd.’ 

that 1 absent myself from the town for 
awhile, without feeling at a loss the 
moment I am left by myself. Instead of a 
friend in a post-chaise or in a Tilbury, 
to exchange good things with, and vary 
the tame stale topics over again, for once 
let me have a truce with' impertinence. 
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Gut me the clear bine sk\ over my be id 
ami the green tnrf beneath tn> feet \ 
winding road before me and a three horns 
nnrch to dinner — and then to thmhnu 
It is h uni if I cannot start some game on 
these lone heatb3 I liui.li I run I 
leap I sin. Cor joy t rom the point of 
yomUr rolling cloml I plunge into ms 
pa<t bung ind revil there as th< sun 
burnt Indian pUin.es headlong into the 
■nave that \\ ills him to bis native «lu»n 
Then long forgotten thuigs UVe sunken 
■wricV and gurolesa treasuries ' hurst upon 
my eager sight and I begin to feel, think 
and be myself again Instead of an awk- 
ward silence broken by attempts at wit 
or dull common places mine is tb it un- 
disturbed silence of the heart which alone 
is perfect eloquence No one likes pans 
alliterations, antitbe-es argument and 
amlysis bftt'r thin I do but 1 some- 
times. had rather be without theta 
Leave ob leave me to xny repose * I 
hive ju«t now other business in hand 
which would seem idle to you but is. 
ir7 
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with me- “very stair of the conscience-' 
Is not this wild • sweet withont ri 
comment r Dees not this lirnsy Jeep to 
my heart -et m its coat of emerald r Yet 
if I were to explain to yon the cir- 
cumstance* tint has so endure*! it to me*, 
yon v.onld only srmi** Had 1 not better 
then feep j* tr> mys-df. ant let it serve me 
to iiroo i over, from here to yonder 
crapcv point. and from th* r*ee onward to 
the far-distant hnn/o:i 1 1 should he- blit 
«v tl company all tint way. and therefore 
prefer feme nl«>n*\ I ha* *• heard u s-tul 
that yon may. when the* moody fit cam* 2 
on. walk cr rid* on by yonrv'lf, -nd 
indnlc* yonr rev r;**s Hut this ieok- 
:t breath of mrnn*‘rs. a nuke; of 
oth r- and yon ar- thinkinc all the tint*' 
tin? yon onclil to r*j<>5n \<>nr party. 
“Oat tip-m sack hidf-frc**-! fellowship." 
<»> I I !ik>* ; < ho fitb‘*r entirely to 
mys If. or entirely at the di-p-.m! of 
o*h*r* ; to tao: <•.** In '■'Ion*. to v,a!|; or 
*di -ail. to b>* ‘■■.s' i.dde or «. di’r.'-e , 1 

pb'e-.-d e.-jth i*i o><- re.vtj.*** of 
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Mr Oobbett - thit he thought it i Iwi 
French custom to drink otir wine with 
•our raeils igd tbit an h n^hshmin ou^ht 
to Co only one think it a turn. No 1 
cinnot tilh and think or mdnlgt in 
melmcholy annini, uwl Ineiv conver- 
sation t>) fits »»i starts J>et me hive i 
couipinion «»f mi w ij m\ a bteroe 
vrtro it Inu to remnk how thi sb idows 
lengthen V» the «un declines It is 
ljdutifnllr said lint in im opinion 
this continu il comiMrint. of notes inter 
Ceres with the involuntary nnpre&sion 
of things upon the mind and hurts the 
untimint If 'on onlv hint what yon 
feel in i kind ofdntnhslion it is insipid 
if \ on ha\e to explun it it is nnkins a 
toil of i pleisxm Non cannot read thi 
hook of mtnre without Ixihk perpetualls 
put to the trouble of tnnslatmc it for 
the hi miit of others l sm for the 
synthetical method on i journey m 
pnferenci to the iniljtical I am 
content to I iv in a stock of ideis then 
ind to examim and nntomue them 
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afterwards. I want to see my vague 
notions float like the down of the thistle- 
li of ore the breere. and not to have them 
entangled in the briers and thorns of 
conti over' \ tor one** 1 like to have it all 
my own w-a\ and tim is impossible 
unless inn ar>* aloiu. or m such company 
a-- I do not covet. I have no objection to 
argue a point with an> one for twenty 
nnl>s of measured mid. but not for plea- 
sure. If > on remark tin* scent of a bean- 
fsrld crossing the road, peilnps \ onr fellow- 
traveller h is no smell. If yon point to *a 
distant object, perh.ip- be is short-sighted, 
and lias to take out Ins glass to look at it. 
Hurt* i' a ftehng m the air. a tone in the 
colour of a elond. winch hits > onr fancy, 
bat tin* effect of which yon are unable to 
account for There is then no sympathy, 
but an uneasy craving after it, and a dis- 
satisfaction which pnrsm s you on the way. 
atid in lh- end probably produce s lU-hum- 
o'ir. Nov. 1 ii"v**r ,pi irn*l with myself, 
and take ->1I mv own conclusions for grant- 
ed till 1 find nei'C'= iry- so defend them 
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against objections It is not merely th it 
yon may not be of accord on the objei h, 
and circumstances that present themselves 
before job — these m\v recall i number of 
objects and teid to associations too deb 
cate and refined to be possibly coramnni 
cated to others It < t these I love to rbf r 
ixh and sometimes still fondly clutch them 
when I can escape from tbt throng to do 
so To gm way to our feelings before 
compauv seems extravagance or affect i 
t»on and on the other hand to hate to 
tram el this mystery of onr being every 
turn ind to make others take an tepid 
interest in U (otherwise the end is not an 
Severed) is a task to which few are compe 
tent We most gne d an underfunding 
but no tongue My old friend Coleridge 

however could do both lie could go on in 
the mo-t delightful explanatory nay over 
lull md dale a summer & day nut convert 
a landscape into a didicticpoem oraPmda 
nc ode Ht talked fir above singing 
If I could so clothe m\ ideas in sounding 
and flowing words I ought perhaps wish 
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to hd'f *om< om with m*‘ to admire the 
swelling them? , or 1 <*onl<l be niort con- 
tent. \\ >*1 f‘ it {Hwctblr for inf '-till to ln'llt 
lus echoing '«(" in the woods of AH- 
Fovlcn. They hail “that fine madnc ca in 
them vlmli our first pints had”, and if 
they could have been caught by some rare 
instrument, would him* breathed such 
strains as the following . — 

Here lie wood 6 a green 
As any air lik> wise as frtsfi ami svre( t 
A" when smontti Zcpliyrns play* on the fleet 
Face of the curled stream, with (lour rs as 
min; 

As the y ohm: spring give-, and as choice as an} : 
Here tie alt new df lights, cool streams and 
well- 

Arbour- O’ ergrown V. i 1 1 1 woodbine ca\es and 
dells ; 

Choo-e where thou wilt, while X sit by and 
sing, 

Or Rather rushes to make many a ring 
For tlij long fingers , tell thee talcs of love. 
How the pate Phoebe, bunting in a grove, 

F trst saw the boy Iaidymton, f rom wlio«e ty es- 
She took eternal fire that never aits , 

How she convey'd him softly in a sleep. 
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fi a temple* bonul wit) poppj to the steep 
Head of old Latino* where she st >ops ea U 
n git 

C Id ng the mounts a with t er brother s 1 ght 
To k *s her sweetest 
— ha <hj l ‘'hrpl *r le*t 

Had I fiords and images at command like 
these I would attetnj t to wake the thoughts, 
that lie slumbering on go! len nages 
>H the evening clouds but at tl e sight 
ot n-itwre iflt fanes poor as it i“ dtoopa 
and clones up its Ie >es like flowers 
at snnsot 1 can nuke nothing out at the 
spot I must have time to collect myself 
In gere-al good thing spoils out of 
door pro pect, it shoul l be reserved lor 
Table talk lamb is for this reason I take 
it the wor»t rompany in the world oat-of 
doors because he is the lest within 1 
grant there is one subject on which it is 
plea-ai t to talk on a journos aud that is 
what one «li ill have for uupper when we- 
ed to « ur inn at night The open air un 
proves this ^ort of conversion or friend 
1> altercation bs setting a keener edge on 
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appetite* Ever\ mile of the road height- 
ens tl»'* flavour of tin viands we expect 
.it the end of it How line it is to enter 
Miuip old town, walled and lurrctcd, jn=t 
at tin- appro tell of nightfall. or to come to 
s-ome straguhng village, with the light' 
«trc amine through the surrounding gloom ; 
nnd then, after enqntrmp for the host 
< ntertainmenl that the place affords, to 
take one’-- case at ones inn 1 ” Tlic-e 
eventful moments in our live.-,' history are 
too precious too full of Milid, heartfelt 
happiness to he frittered and dribbled 
away in imperfect sympathy. I would 
have them all to myself, and drain them 
to the last drop they will do to talk of or 
to write about afterwards. Wliat a delicate 
speculation it is. after drinking whole 
goblets of tea. 

“ The cap- that cheer but not inebriate, ’ 

and letting the fumes ascend into the 
brain, to sit considering what we shall 
have for supper— eggs and a rasher, a rab- 
bit smothered in onions, or an excellent 
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veal cutlet’ Sancho m such a situation 
once fixed upon cow heel and Ins choice 
though he could not help it, is not to he 
disparaged Then in the intervals of 
pictured scenery mil Shandean contemp- 
lation, to catch the preparation and the 
itir in the kitchen — Prorul O piocul 
citr jjtoJnm ' These hours are sacred to 
silence vrd to musing to he tre-isured up 
in the memory and to few! the source of 
smiling thoughts hereafter I would not 
waste tin m in idle talk or if I must h"m 
the integrity of fancy broken in npon I 
would rather it wire by a stranger than a 
friend A stranger takes his hue and 
character from th< time and placi hi »s 
a part of tbi furniture and costume of an 
inn If he is a Qmher or from the West 
Riding of 1 orkshin so much the belter 
1 do not even try to sympathize v> ith him 
and he breaks no squares 1 associate no- 
thing vs ith my travelling companion but 
present objects and passing events In 
his ignorance of me and my affairs 1 in a 
manner forget myseU But a friend re- 
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miwh on 1 ' of other things, rips np oM 
tirtevsnc* ?. and d«-troy« the alistraction 
of th< ?c'*nc. II t conics in ungraciously 
l/**tw«en n- ,ni.l onr imaginary character. 
Mimething is dropp* tl jn the course of con- 
\* rr. Uon that gi't- a hmt of \ onr profes- 
and pursuit* •. or from having some- 
on* with ton tk tt knows the It?.- sublime 
portion- of your history, it stems that 
other people do. You are no longer a 
citi/tn of the world . but your “unhoused 
free condition is put into circumscription 
and coniine." The inayiuto of an inn 
is one of its striking privileges — " Lord of 
ones self, nncumber d with a name* 
Oh 1 it is trr eat to shake- off the trammel? 
of the world smd of public opinion — to 
lns» onr importunate, tormenting everlast- 
ing pcr=onal identity in the elements 
of nature* and become the creature of 
the moment, clear of all ties- to hold 
to the universe* only by a dish, of sweet- 
breads, and to owe nothing but the score 
of the etenmg* — and no longer seeking 
for applause and meeting with contempt. 
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to he known by no other title than tin 
Gfntier an »« (he parlour > One xnaj take 
ones choice of all character! m this 
romantic state of uncertaintv as to one s 
re'll pretensions and become inde6nitelj 
respectable and negativoh ri{,ht-worsibip 
fill We baffle prejudice and disappoint 
coup cture and from being so to others 
l>c,rin to be objicts of cariosity and 
wonder even to ourselves We are no 
more those hacknejed common places 
th it we appear in the world ail inn res 
tom us to the level of nature and qmts 
stores with society 1 I have certainlj 
spent some enviable hours at inns— some 
times when I h ive been left entirelj to my 
si If and have tried to solve 8oin» metaphy- 
sical problem as one© stWilham-comrmra 
where 1 found out the proof that likeness 
la not a case of the association of ideas— 
it other times when there have been 
pictures in the room os at St Neots (I 
think it was) where I first met with 
Gnbtlms engravings of the Cartoons, 
into which I entered at once, and at a little 
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inn on tlu border** of Wales, w here there 
happen*'*! to bi> hanging some of Westell s 
drawings which 1 c mipared trinniphantlj 
(for a theory tint I had, not for the 
admired artist) with the figureof a girl who 
had ferried me o\er the Severn. standing 
tip m the boat between me and the 
twilight — at other times I might mention, 
hivurinting m books, with a peculiar 
interest m this way, as I remember sitting 
up half the night to read Paul and Tiri/t- 
nm. which 1 picked npat an inn at Bridge- 
water. after being drenched in the rain all 
day ; and at the «uuie place I got through 
two volume- of Madame D'Arblay ? 
Camilla. It was on the XOtn of April. 
lfdS, that I sat down to a volume of the 
A eir Elm *f, at the inn at Llangollen, over 
a bottle of sherry and a cold chicken. 
The letter I chose was that in which St. 
Preux describes bis feelings as lie first 
caught a glimpse from the heights of the 
Jura of the Pays de Vand. and which I 
had brought with me as a bon louehr 
to crown the evening with. It was iny 
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birthday and l had for the first time 
come from *i pi ico m the neighbourhood 
to visit this dehghtfnl spot. The road to 
I Vmgollen turns off between Chirk and 
Wrexham and on p*i«sinjr s certain 
point 5 on come nil at once upon the 
vnlley which opens like m amphitheatre 
broad barren hills rising m majestic 
state on either side with ‘ green nptand 
swells that echo to the bleat of flocks 
below and the riser Dee babbling over 
its stony bed in midst of them The 
sallej at this time glittered green with 
sonny showers and a bodiling ash tree 
dipped its tender branches in the chiding 
stream How prond boo glad I was to 
-o-fJn ifftiMg *hrt ht/OuTmA *hnh 'wmVwtta 
the delicioos prospect repeating the lines 
winch I have jnst quoted from Mr Cole- 
ridge 3 poems 1 Bat besides the prospect 
which opened beneath my feet, another 
also open'd to my inward sight a heavenly 
vision on which were written in letters 
lirge as Hope canid make them these 
font words. Liberty Gcsirs Lo\r, 
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Virtck : which have since faded into 
the light of common day, or mock my 
idle go/e. 

Tlie b*-ititifu) is la'iidi/d ami return' t ot- 

Still I would return some time or other 
to this enchanted spot ; hut I wonld return 
to it nlone Wh it other self could I find 
to chare that influx of thoughts, of regret 
and delight, the fmgmcnts of which I 
could hardly conjure up to myself, so 
much have they been broken and defaced ! 
I could stand on some tall rock, and over- 
look the precipice of years that separates 
me from what I then was. I was at that 
time going shortly to visit the poet whom 
I have above named Where is he now: 
Xot only I myself have changed ; the 
world, which was then new to me. has 
become old and incorrigible. Yet will I 
turn to thee in thought. O sylvan Dee. in 

joy, in youth and gladness as thou then 
wert; and thou shalt always be to me the 
river of Paradise, where I will drink of 
the waters of life freely i 


200 



ON GOING V JOUvNL’i 

There is hardly anything ihU '■how - 
the short sightedness or capncionsne^s of 
the imtqination more than t melting 
does. With change of pl\ee we clnng< 
onr ide-ta nay oar opinions and feelings 
We can hy an effort indeed trinsport onr 
selves to old and long forgotten Ecenes 
and then the pictnre of the uimd revives 
again bnt we forgtt those that we have 
jcist left It >n eras tint we can tUmh but 
of out pi ice it a tun« The cam is of the 
fancy it but of i certain extent and if we 
paint one set of objects upon it thev 
immediately efface every otheT \\ e turn 
not enlarge onr conceptions we only shift 
our point of Mew The landscape bares 
ifs fcosorjy to the » nraptnred ey e we fate 
onr fill of it and seem ns if wo could 
form no other image of beauty or grind 
p«r Wo puss on and think no more of 
it the Vioriron that shuts it from onr 
sight also blots it from oar memory like « 
dream In tnvelling through a wild 
barren country I can form no idea of a 
woodt and culmated one It appears to 
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to me that .ill the world must lie barren, 
like what 1 si-0 of it. In the country we 
forget the town, and in town we despise 
the conntrj . "Kevond Hyde Park,” raj's 
Sir Fophng Flutter, “ ,dl is a desert.” All 
that part of the map that we do not see 
before us is a blank. The world, in onr 
conceit of it, is not much bigger than a 
nut-shell. It is not one prospect expand- 
ed into another, conntrj joined to conn- 
trj\ kingdom to kingdom, lands to seas, 
making an image voluminous and vast; 
the mind can form no larger idcu of space 
than the ej'o can take in at a single glance 
The rest is a name written in a map, a cal- 
culation of arithmetic. For instance, what 
is the true signification of that immense 
mass of territory and population known 
by the name of China, to ns ? An inch 
of paste-hoard on a wooden globe, of 
no more account than a China orange! 
Things near us are seen of the si7e of life : 
things at a distance are diminished to the 
sire of the understanding VTe measure 
the universe by ourselves, and even com- 
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prebend the texture of onr own being 
only piece-meal in tins way however 
we remember <m infinity of things mil 
places The tmnd is like a mechanical in 
stramtnt that plays a grest variety of times 
bet it must play them in succe°sion One 
idea recalls another but it at the same 
time excludes all others In trying to 
renew old recollections we cannot as it 
were unfold the whole wib of our exist 
enco we most pick out the single threads 
So m coming to s place where we have 
formerly lived and with winch we have 
intimate associations everyone must have 
found that the fe*ling grows more nnd 
the neater w e approach the spot from the 
mere anticipation of the actual impres- 
sion \\o remember circa instances fed 
ings persons faces names th it we had not 
thought of for years but for the time all 
the rest of the world is forgotten ’ — To 
return to the question I have qmtted 
above 

1 have no objection to go to see rains 
aqueducts pictnres in company with a 
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friend or a party, but rather the contrary, 
for the former reason reversed. They are 
intelligible matters, and will hear talking 
about. The sentiment here is not tacit, 
but communicable and overt Salisbury 
Plain is barren of criticism, but Stone- 
henge will bear a discussion, antiquarian, 
picturesque, and philosophical In setting 
out on a party of pleasure, the first consi- 
deration always is where we shall go to : 
in taking a solitary ramble, the question is 
what we shall meet with by the way. 
“ The mind is its own place ” , nor are we 
anxious to arrive at the end of our jonr- 
ney. I can myself do the honours 
indifferently well to works of art and 
curiosity. I once took a party to Oxford 
with no mean eclat — showed them that 
seat of the Muses at a distance, 

"'With gluten ii" spires and pinnacle? adorn'd” 

descanted on the learned air that breathes 
from the grassy quadrangles and stone 
walls of halls and colleges— was at home 
in the Bodleian ; and at Blenheim quite 
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superseded th«. powdered Ciceroni that u 
tended as and that pointed m vara with 
liia Wind to common plate be-mtieB in 
matchless pictur* s — At another exception 
to the alwvc reasoning I should not feel 
confident m vt-ntunn^ on a jonmej in 
a foreign conotn withonl t companion 
I should want it intervals to hear the 
fionnd of raj own langw iso There is \n 
meolnntarv antipathy in the mind of 
in Fnghshtnan to foreign manntrs and 
notions that requires the lasManct of 
social SJ mpathj to carry tt off As th< 
distance from home increases this rein f 
which w is »t first a lnxnry, becomes a 
passion and an appetite A person v» onld 
almost feel stilled to find hunself in the 
deserts of \rabii without friends and con 
tryrnen then, must be allowed to he 
something in the view of \tbens or old 
Rome that cl vims the ottemnee of speech 
and I own that the pvranuds are too 
miRbtj l° r any tangle contemplation In 
%uch situations, so opposite to all ones 
ordnury train of ideas one seems u 
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specie- by one’s self. a limb torn 
off from society . unless one* can meet 
with instant ft How-hip and support. 

W-t I did not fed this want or crav- 
ing \erv prr-c-ing once, wlic-n I first set 
mv foot on the laughing shores of France. 
Calais was peopled with novelty and de- 
light The confused, busy irmrmnr of the 
place was like oil and wine poured into 
my ears; nor did the mariners’ hymn, 
w Inch was simp from the top of an old 
cra/v vessel m the harbour, as the snn 
went down, send an alien sonnd into my 
sonl. I only breathed the air of general 
humanity. I walked over “the vine-covered 
hills and gay regions of France.” erect and 
satisfied : for the image of man was not 
cast down and chained to the foot of arbi- 
trary thrones: I wasat no loss for language, 
for that of all the great schools of painting 
was open to me. The whole is vanished 
like a shade. Pictures, heroes, glory, free- 
dom, all are fled*, nothing remains hut 
the Bourbons and the French people — 
There is undoubtedly a sensation in travel- 
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ling into foreign parts that u» to be h id 
nowhere el«e but it is more pleasim it 
the time than lasting It is too re mot* 
from onr habitual association-! to be a 
common topic of discourse or reference 
and, like a dream or auoth< t state of txis 
ttnct does not piece into oar daily modes 
ot life ft is Jn a:>w> d t-d bot i momentary 
billacination It demands an effort to 
exchange our ictual for out ideal ldentitj 
and to feel the pulre of onr old tnn«porte 
reiree "very keenly w« mast jump’ al! 
oar present comforts amt connections 
Our' romantic and itinerant chancier is 
not to be domesticated Dr Johnson re 
marked how little foreign travel added to 
the facilitits of tons » nation in those who 
bad been abroad In fact the turn \\c 
have spent there is both delightful and in 
one sense instructive bat it appears to 
be cutout of our sub«tantval downright ex 
istence and never to Join hind I j on to 
it W e art not the simt, but another md 
perhaps more enviabh individual, all th< 
time we are out of our own canntrj It e 


337 



hazlht 


are lo=t to otir?< H< -.a- 11 asour fncnds. 

So t\i‘*po“t ?oru<v>h.it >|Tiann\y sins*'. 

" Out of 10; •<m> lr\ u>d m\-clf I CO 

The-* who wi<-h to fnr” r t painful 
though:-' do v . < ti to the m selves fora 
v.hib from th»* u» >• ami objects that recall 
iht*ni bnt we can be said only to fulfil 
our destiny in the place that pave us birth. 
I should cm this account like well enouph 
to spend the whole of im life in travel- 
ling abroad, if I could anywhere borrow 
another life to s)K*nd afterwards at home ■ 
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On Reading Old Books 

I bate to read new books There are 
twentx or tbutj volumes that I h ire read 
over and oxer *<run and tbe°e ire the 
only ones that I bare any desire ever to 
read at ill It was a long time before I 
could bring m j sell to sit down to the 1 ales 
of my landlord hat now that author •> 
works havo made n considerable addition 
tomj scant > hbrerj 1 3in told that some 
of Lad} Mot-can s are good and hare been 
recommended to look into Ana*la$iits 
bnt I hire not yet ventured npon that 
task 4. lidj the other di} conkl not 
refrain from expressing her surprise to a 
fnend, who said ho had been reading 
Del ] ifone she asked — If it had not been 
published some time back ? ^ omen judge 
of books as they do of fashions or com 
plesions which are ad mued only “in their 
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newest gloss." That is not my way- 1 
am not one of tho^*-- who tronble the circu- 
lating libraries much, or pester the book- 
sellers for mail-coicli copies of standard 
periodical publications. I cannot say 
that I am greatly addicted to black 
letter, but I profe.-^ myself well "versed 
in the marble bindings of Andrew 
Millar, in the middle of the last century; 
nor does my taste revolt at Thurloes State 
Papers, in Russia leather: or an ample im- 
pression of Sir William Temple's E^ny*. 
with a portrait after Sir Godfrey Kneller 
in front. I do not think altogether the 
worse of a book for ha\ mg survived the 
author a generation or two I have more 
-confidence in the dead than ihe living. 
Contemporary writers may generally be 
divided into two classes— one’s friends or 
one s foes. Of the first we are compelled 
to think too well, and of the last we are 
disposed to think too ill to receive much 
genuine pleasure from the perusal, or to 
judge fairly of the merits of either. One 
-candidate for literary fame, who happens 
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to be of oor icquuntmce writes bneli 
mil like a man of ^eiiins, bnt nnf« rtwui* 
ly has a foe hsh face which up ills a deli 
cite passage - jmjther inspires ns with the 
highest respect for Ins person it tall ut-. 
and cb iracter but does not |mti tome 
up to onr expectations m print -til thise 
contra bctions rad pett\ letails inti rrnpt 
the culm cum n t ot ur reflections If 
yon want to know \\h it any i f the mthors 
v ere who lire 1 befor our tun ml ire 
8tiU objects of onwons en imry y on luxe 
onU to look into thur works Bnt the 
dust an l smoke ant n n«e of moit.ro 
literatim hive nothing in comm m with 
the pnrx silent air of immortality 

When I tiki np a work tint I hive 
U i \ boiort (the otUner th» better) 1 
know what I h ivi to » \pect The g.Ui« 
f iction is not lessened by 1 eing mticip.it 
ef W hen the enU rtamment i i al together 
new I at dow n to it os I should too string 
dish — turn and pick out a l it In re an ) 
theta and am in doubt what to think of 
the composition There is a w int of 
*4r 
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confidenc* an*i —runty io.-'-cond appetite. 
^Sew-faunl' d ar> also like* inafl*— 

di=b‘.s in thi- r- -p. ct. that they arc gener- 
ally htt! < * < 1- than basli'”* and t >fu’j m^n- 
ti >< i of v, h.*t h t- * n ** rv< d tip* ntire and in 
amor. a itur.il ~lU<- at otli*T tunes B“* 
si'h - in till* turning to a well-lmovrn 
author. then i- nut only an assurance 
that my turn, wll not Ik- thrown away, 
or my pal. it* naa—ated with the most 
insipid or vilt-at tra?h.--hm I shake hands 
with, and look an old. tired, and valued 
friend m the lac* . — -comjnre notes, and 
chat the hours away It is trn-, tve form 
dear friendships wuh sotli ideal guests— 
dearer, alas’ and id or» lasting, than those 
with our most intimate acquaintance. In 
reading a book which i< an old favourite 
with me Isay the first not el I ever read) 
I not only have the pleasure of imagina- 
tion and of a critical relish of the work 
hut the pleasures of memory added to it- 
It recalls the same feelings and associations 
which I had in first reading it. and which 
I can never have again in any other way- 
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Standard productions of this Lind art links 
in the chain of our conscious being They 
bind together the different scattered Jm 
siocs of our personal identity Thes are 
landmarks and guides in onr journet 
through life Thei ire pegs and loops on 
which we can hanc up or irom which we 
can take down at pleasure the wardrobe 
o* a moral ima-nn itton tht relic- of our best 
affection* the tokens and records of our 
hippie at hours Tbe\ are fortboUr.hu and 
for remembrance ' Ther are like Fortn 
natUsS Wishing Cip — thev give n- thebi>t 
riches— those of Fancy ind transport u* 
not over half the globe but (w hich is bett< r) 
over half our lives at a word s notice ' 

Mv father Shandy noticed himself with 
Bru«cambille Give me for tins parpose n 
volume of Peregrine Pickle or Tom Jones 
Open either of them anywhere — at the 
memoirs of Lady \ane or the ulventnres 
at the masquerade with Lais Bellas! on 
or the disputes b*ween Th wacko tn and 
Square or the e^capi of Molly Sea grim or 
the incident of Sophia and her muff or the 
t13 



■edifying proli\it\ <>f hi r aunt’s lecture — 
end there 1 find the same delmhtfnl. busy, 
bustling scene ,i> e\er, and feel myself the 
same as when I was first introduced into 
the midst of it. Nay. sometimes the 
sight of an odd volume of these good 
old 1 .nehsli authors on a stall, or the name 
b tiered on the tnck among others on the 
shelves of a iibrarj, answers the purpose, 
revises the whole tram of ideas, and sets 
"the pnppits dalhmg." Twenty year 1 
are struck ofl the list, and 1 am a child 
again. A sage philosopher (Godwin), who 
was not a s cry wise man. said, that he 
should like very well to be voting again, 
if he could take his experience with him. 
This ingenious person did not seem to be 
aware, by the gravity of his remark, that 
the great advantage of being young is to 
be without this weight of experience, 
which he would fain place upon the 
shoulders of youth, and which never 
comes too late with years. Oh ! what a 
privilege to be able to let this hump, likf 
Christian's burthen, drop from off one's 
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buck and transport tone « self bv the help 
o£ a little musty duodecimo to the time 
when ignorance was bliss inti when 
we first got a pee p at the raree-show of 
the world, through the glass of fiction — 
garine at mankind as we do nt wild beasts 
m a mcmgtne through thi lors of their 
cage* — or at cariosities in a museum 
that we must not touch* For myself, 
not onlj are the old idea3 of the con- 
tents of the work brought back to m> 
mind in all their vividness but lh» old 
associations of the fices and persons of 
tho«v t then knew, as thev were in their 
Mttirae— theplace where I sat to read the 
\olnme the day when I pot it the feehn„ 
of the air the fields the skj — return and 
all ini early impressionswith them This 
is better to me — thosi places, those tirue-i 
those persons and tho«e feelings that 
come across me as 1 retrace the store and 
devour the pa„»* are to me better far than 
the wet sheets of the last new novel from 
the Rillantyne Press to say nothing of 
the Minerva Press in Leadenball Street 
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It is hk** visiting the* scenes of early 
youth I think <>1 th«* time “ when I "was 
in mv futlmr ? house. ami my path ran 
down with butter and honey/’ — when I 
w 3 Int!^. thought!* child, and had no 
other wish or cure lint to con my daily 
utsk. and be happy ’ — Turn h»ir?,lTenieui- 
hei. was the lirst work that broke the 
spell. It came down m numbers once a 
fortnight, in Cooke's pocket edition, 
embellished with cuts. I had hitherto read 
only in school-books, and a tiresome 
^ecclesiastical history (with the exception 
of Mrs. Radchffe’s liomnnrr i if l he Foir-t). 
bnt this had a different relish with it. — - 
"sweet in the mouth," though not “bitter 
in the belly/’ It smacked of the world I 
lived in. and m which I was to live— and 
showed me groups, “gav creatures 
“not of the element", but of the earth: 

not “living in the clouds”, but travelling 
the same road that 1 did ; some that had 
passed on before me. and others that 
might soon overtake me. My heart had 
palpitated at the thoughts of a boarding* 
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school ball or gala day it Midsummer nr 
Christmas but the worltl I had found out 
m Oooke i edition of the British Novelist* 
was to me i dance through life a perpe 
tual gala day The arvpemij o ambers 
of this work regnlirii contrived to lew e 
off ju-t m the middle of a sentence , md 
in the tuck of nstorj w here Tom Jones 
discovers fcqmre behind the blmket or 
■where Parson Ail »ms in the uu \tncable 
confusion of events ver> nndesigne<lly 
Rets to be<l to Mrs. slip Slop I tt me 
caution thi render urntst this tmprc'-Moit 
of loiwfih Antirtu t for there is a picture 
of l atm j m it which he«hoiildnot set his 
heirton le<d he should never meit with 
tmuhin? like it orifht «h»uM it tronJd 
perhnps be be tter for him th it he ha 1 not 
It was ju'-t like — * With what cigerne** I 
iwedto look forward to the n<st number 
am\ open the prints' W never a^am 
shall 1 feel the enthusiastic delight with 
which I tr«»d at th* bgnres and antici 
p'lted the stones Mid adventures of Major 
Bath and Commodore Trmuiion of Trim 
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and mv 1’ncle Toby of Don Quixote and 
Ktneho and I).i|ii>l' . o* Gil Bins and Dome 
Lore n/a hfphnra. of Lanin and the fair 
Lneri tw. who- lips open and shut like 
hud- of ini'? To what namtde« ideas 
did tli> \ iinc ri-*.- with what airy 
dtlialitr 1 iilhd tip the* outlines, as I 
hunt! in ‘•ilence over tin page’ — Let me 
‘■till i ecall them, that tliev may breathe 
fre di life into me. and that I may Ihe that 

lurthdnv of thought and romantic pleasure 

over again ! Talk of the ldrtt!’ This is tile 
only true ideal — the heavenly tints of 
Fancy reflected in th<* bnbble« that float 
npon the spnnetide of human life. 

Oli ’ Memorv » shield inc from the world's 
poor strife 

And cue thn»e ‘cents thmt everlasting 

lift. 

The paradox with which I set out is, 
I hope, le=s startling than it was; the 
reader will, hv this time, have been let 
into my «ectet. Much about the same 
lime, or I believe rather earlier, I took a 
p.irticulat satisfaction in reading Chubb's 
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Tracts and I often think I will j_<t them 
ngain to wade through There 13 1 high 
gusto o£ polemical divimtv m them and 
yon fanes thitjon hear a club of shoe 
id xhers U b ilishnry delnlm,, a dlspnt 1 
hie text from one of st Paul b Lpi=th 3 in 
a worktn mliki et\le with equal vhrewd 
ne*»s md pertinacits I c moot -a> much 
for m\ wu.Uphas.vcal Indies urto wluch 
T launch* d shorty vftn with great 
ardour vo vs t * inaki v toil of v ph asnrt 
I w is presently enl mgled in hrura uni 
thorns of Biihtle distinction* —of fat* 
frie will foreknowledge absolute 
thonch I cannot uid th it in their 
wundonm, mires If onnrt no eml * for 
'l f»h arm i at sown vprj atu^i «hora anh 
potent conclusion* nor will l kobo fvr 
howivir ungrateful the subject might 
seem as to caelum with ifarlowes 
F vu«tn-* NS on hi I had ne\ er seen SVitten 
burg never read Ixxih — that 1% never 
studied such author-, as Hurtles Htime 
Rerheley <tc.J ocke s I t^aifon lh< Human 
Lt(tl*i*tnutlinff i-- how* v er a work from 
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which I never denved eithci pleasure or 
profit, and Holilns, dtw and powerful as 
lie is, I did not read till Ion" afterwawh 
l read a tew poem which did not much Int 
m> tasti.— foi I would have the reader 
understand, I am deficient in the faculty 
of imagination . hnt 1 fell early upon 
French romances and philosophy, and 
devoured them tooth-aml-nail. Many 
a dainty repast have I made of the Xcir 
Klotwt — tiie description of the kiss; the 
excursion on the water ; the letter of St. 
Preux. recalling the time of their first 
loves, and the account of Julia’s death; 
these I read over and over again with 
unspeakable delight and wonder. Some 
years after, when I met with this work 
again. I found I had lost nearly my whole 
relish tor it (except some few paits), and 
was, I remember. \erv much mortified 
with the change in mv taste, which 
I sought to attribute to the smallness and 
gilt edges of the edition I had bought, 
and its being perfumed with rose-leaves 
Nothing could exceed the gravity, the 
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solemnity with which I carried home ami 
read the Doheatutn of the Six mf CnnO «< f, 
■with some otlur pieces of the a«ne 
author which 1 picked up at a atall ui i 
coarse leathern cover Of the Corifi *win * 
1 have spoken elsewhere and mav repeat 
what I have said Sweet is the dew of 
their memory andoleisant the balm of 
their recollection ’ Their beauties are 
not skittered like straj ^ifts o<r the 
earth ’ but sown thick on the page rich 
and rare I wish I hid never re id he 
FmiJwtt or read it with less implicit 
f nth I had no acci-ion to pamper mi 
n dural as ersion to affectation or pretence 
by romantic and artificial meins l had 
bitter have formed myself on the model 
o£ Sir Fnplmg Hotter 1 here is a class 
of persons whon virtues and most shining 
nudities sink m, and are concealed by, 
an absorbent ground of raod< st\ and 
reserve and soih « one I do without 
vamtlv, profess ray'elf \ow the-e aw* 
the very persons who ore likely to attach 
themselves to the character of Fmilins 
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and of whom it i-. -nre to he the bane. 
Tin-, dull. plil< um.itic. retiring humour is 
not in ,1 f.tu v..«\ to te- (orrected, hilt c n n- 
hnrif.l md r-ndm.-d desperate, hy hdnu in 
that v> nr I Ik Id np .e-.m object of imitation. 
<i' ,m • \,nnph of -.implicit) and niaunani- 
tmt\ - Lycoming upon us with .ill the re- 
eominendat.on- of no\ elty. surprise, and 
superiont) to the prejudice* of the 'world 
- bv hems stuck upon a pedestal, made 
amiable, dazzling. a i / 'u> i r <!<• tUtp>' ' The 
reliance on «olid worth which it incul- 
cate*. the preference of sober truth to 
untidy tinsel, hanus like a mill-stone 
round the neck of imagination — “a loid 
to sink a nav\ — impedes out prom ess. 
and blocks up every pro-pect in life. A 
man. to get on, to be *uccessfnl. con- 
spicuous. plauded. should not retiie upon 
the centre of his con=cions resources, but 
he alwa> s at the circumference of appear- 
ance*. He must emelop himself in a 
halo of mystery he must walk with a 
train of self-conceit following him- - he 
must not strip himself to a buff-jerkin. 
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to the doublet ^nd hocc of his re tl merits 
but mtt'-t turround himself with a tori' <i< 
ot prejudice* like tlu. sign? of /otitic— 
he mud seun anything bat whit he i= 
«U<1 then he nuj j\i«s for invthinj, hi 
phases The world loies to be minted hi 
hollow protections. to he ilicfoni by 
IkUennt, apiu-irinu * to hie in » •■titeof 
h illocioation, and c n foru'* »\mthmu 
b«t tlu phm downright bunjtle hone t 
truth - such w we ‘•ee it ch dked not in the 
character of 1-imhn —To return troiu this 
dn.res.MOii which '»* htth ontof (dice her* 
Books hwi in i (.ft it incisure hilt 
thiir power o\er me nor can 1 re\i\e the 
amc intpnst in them i* former l v I per- 

cent Whin I thmt- h r-omf ritlnr thin 
feel it It 1* true 

K«rCMN ( > f >* ill I tt«Ulnt» Ixxik 
and till reading of Mr kfatiK / t* t 
Saint 1 fftie* lately nvuh nve ri ;n t that I 
was liot jounR again Ok Jn-uitifnl irul 
tuuUr un«.C3 theri conjured up conte 
hKt slwdf>W3'-so depart Tlu tifeer 
;a3 
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mothV wings . ' which he lias spread over 
his neb poetic blazonry, just flit across my 
fancj ; the gorgeous twilight window 
which h( has painted over again in his 
•>c*rsi. tome "blushes” almost in vain 
with blood of ns and kings.” 1 
knnv how 1 -lion hi hate felt at one time 
m reading such p e- sages : and that is all. 
The sharp luscious flavour, the fin ectronw. 
is fled, and nothing lint the* .-talk, the bran, 
the husk of literature 1 - left. If anyone 
were to a=k me what I read now. I might 
answ er with my Lord Hamlet in the play : 

'Word* woib. rorrb — 

‘Wint i- the matter - - Nothing " 

They have scarce a meaning Bnt it 
wa^ not always so. There was a time 
when, to my thinking. e*very word was a 
flower or a pearl. l,ke those which 
dropped from the mouth of the little 
peasant- girl in the fairy tale, or like those 
that fall from the great preacher in the 
Caledonian Chapel: I dnink of the 

stream of knowledge that tempted, but 
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did not mock mj hp« »s of the m er of 
lift freely How ea^erlx I slaked mx 
thirst of German sentiment as the hirt 
that pantcth for the xt iter 'pnm,? hon 
I bathed and rebelled and added rax 
floods of tear toOoetht s Surra no/ 11 e> 
tei and to ‘••chiller s llabhf rs — 

Giving on «toeV of more t» Ibat 

winch had tou much 

I read and as ented with all my sonl 
to Cokrul 0 es fine sonmt beunnmy.— 
Schiller that hour 1 would hare wi h d to die 
If throuchilnj »hu idoting midnight I had sent 
From the lark duugeoii of the tow r time rent 
That fearful iom a fanrnhd father* cry ’ 

I believe I max date rax insight into 
th< mysteries of poetry from the com 
menceraent of m\ acquaintance w ith the 
authors of the I v»a«if Lnlfaiii at least my 
discrimination of th» higher sorts— not my 
predilection for -itch writers as Gold 
smith or Pope nor do I imagine they will 
raj I got mj liking for the Novelists or 
the comic nriiep* — for the character of 
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Valentine. T.utl* . 01 Mi^s Prne. from them 
If «o. I mtw ln\< «<it from tin m what 
they iv\> r had themselves In points 
win rt* p »• tic dictum .mil conception arc 
concern- d, I mav !i*. .it ,i loss. liable to lie 
imposed upon , imt m forming an estimate 
<>f relating to common life and 

in.innms, I cannot think I am a plagiarist 
ftoni ati> man I there "know my cue 
without a prompter ” 1 may sty of such 

studies : hilv* i t ui . nt>. I .1111 just able 
to admtte those literal touches of observa- 
tion and description, which persons of 
loftier pretensions owlook and despise. 
I think I comprehend something of the 
characteristic part of Shaki -peare : and in 
lnm. indeed, all is characteristic, e\ en the 
nonsense and poetry. 1 believe it was the 
celebrated Sir Hnmphrv Davy who used 
to say that Shakespeare wa- rather a 
metaphysician than a poet. At nnv rateit 
wets not ill said. I wash that I had sooner 

known the dramatic writers contemporary 
with Shakespeare: foi. ln looking them 
over about a year ago. 1 almost reviTe(I lnv 
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old pas ion for reading md my delight m 
old boohs though they were wn nearly 
new to me The Periodical hssajtsts I 
read Ion,, igo The Spectator 1 liked 
extremeh hot the Tatter took mj fancy 
most 1 read the others soon »ftet — the 
hatnbler the -tdi rnturet the 11 orW the 
Conuoiiteiit 1 n is not 6orry to getto the 
end of them «nd li«Te no desire to go 
regularly through them again I consider 
myself n thorough id* pt in Richard on 
1 like the longest of hi-< novels lx«t ind 
think no part of them tedious nor «liouhl 
I ask to hare anything better to do than to 
read them from beginning to end to take 
th/m tip u ben I cboo-e and Jay them down 
when I was tired in some old family 
mansion tn the conntr\ till e\er\ word 
and si liable reliting to the bright Cl iri«»a 
the divine Clementina the beautifnl 
Pamela v. vth ever\ tnck and line of their 
Sweet favour were once more graven 
in ms heart s table * I have a sneaking 
kindne«3 for Mackenzies Julia di Aon* 
fufim? — for the deserted mansion and 
a57 
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struggling giilitlowers on tbe mouldering 
garden-wall ; ami still more for his Jf<n ( 
»f F‘-> h»fj . not that it 3 ? better, nor so good I 
but at tin- tune I read it I sometime- 
thonght of th»* heroine. Miss Walton, and 
of Mis^ Hailton together, and “that lip- 
mom. tine as it v,-as. wa< never broken * 
— On*> of the poets that I have always read 
with most pleasure, and can wander about 
in for ever with a sort of voluptuous 
indolence, is Spenser : and I like Chaucer 
e'en better. The only writer among the 
Italians 1 can pretend to any knowledge 
of is Boccaccio, and of him 1 cannot 
express half my admiration. His story of 
the Hawk I could read and think of from 
day today.justas I would look at a picture 
of Titian's ’ 

I remember, as long ago as the year 
going to a neighbouring town (Shrew 5 * 
bury, where Farqnhar has laid the plot 
of his Rtcrmting Otj lKr ) and bring- 
ing home with me, * at one prond swoop' 
a copy of Milton's Paradise Lost, and 
another of Burke's Perfections on the French 
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jRivulutu n — both which I have «till an l 
still recollect when I see the c vers the 
pleasure with which Idtpj ed into tl ern 
at I returned with my doulle pn/ I 
was set u( for one while Th it time is 
pa t with all its ri Idj raptures hut I 
vtn still an\u>U8 to preserve its imraorv 
cinbaluied Mth odours \\ ilh re pect to 
the lirst of tho vorhs 1 null be 
permitted to re mirk hen. in passim, that 
it is i sufficient answer ti the German 
criticism vtn h bis suit been started 
a^Samt the ch ira ter of Sat i (i i that it 
is not one of d»« 0 ustini, deformity or pur 
le fecit at mal c») to say that Milton has 
there drawn not tl e abstract principle f 
evil not a devil miarniti but » fallen 
antel Tins is the scriptural account in l 
the pot t has folio ved »L W c oil) safely 
t tain such passages as th it well known 


H fnulvl ot yet lost 
Ml l «>t run at Uncht «•< or appear l 
I/c i tin archs t,e) ro 1 ail tlio exce « 
Ofgl rj olivtir I - 
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for the theory. -which is opposed to them, 
“falls hat upon tin- grunsel edge, and 
sharne- it 5 -worshippers " L-t tis hear no 
in nr.- th*n of this monkish emit, and 
hiaotM outcry for the restoration of the 
horns and tail of the devil— Acam. as 
to tlu othor work. Knrke's HotUHion*. 

I tool: a particular pride and pleasure in 
it. and rend it to m> self and others for 
months afterwards I had reason for my 
prejudice in favour of this author. To 
understand an adversary is some praise : 
to admire him is more. I thought 1 did 
both : I knew I <hd one. Frmn the first 
tune I ever east my eyes on anything of 
linrke’s {which was an extract from his 
letter to a Noble Lord m a three-times-a* 
week paper, 27. - St. James'!' Chronic I', 
in 1790). I said to myself : “ This is true 
eloquence, this is a man pouring out his 
mind on paper." All other style seemed to 
me pedantic and impertinent. Dr. John- 
son's was walking on stilts ; and even 
Junius’s (who was at that time a favour- 
ite with me), with all his terseness, shrunk 
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up into little antithetic points md well 
trimmed sentences Bat Bttrke s style was 
forked and pi «i fnl is tk« lightning ere tt d 
like the serpent He delivered plain things 
on a plain „roaml hut w hen in, rose them 
was no end of his (lights and circnaigj-n 
turns — and in thi3 very Letter ht like an 
eigle in a dove tot fluttered his \ols 
cians (the Duke of Bedford and th** 1 arl 
of Lauderdale) in Conoli 1 did not 
Caro for Ins doctrine** I was then, md 
am still, proof against their contagion but 
1 admired the author md was considered 
us not a aery staunch partisan of the 
opposite side though 1 thought rmself 
Dial an abstract propooition was one thim. 
a masterly transition a brilliant metaphor 
— another I conceived, too that he mi„ht 
le wrong in Ins main argument md >H 
deliver fifty irnihs in irm ing at i fa!s< 
Conclusion 1 renieinber Colend-e issur 
»n>. roe is i poetical and political s« t off 
to my sceptical admiration that \\ ords 
Worth ha l written in t"a> on Mirm-e 
which for manly thought md narrows 
2d i 
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t \pr»‘.-sion, lie- denned incomparably sup- 
erior. A*- I h,»l not. at that time, team 
any specimens of Mr Wordsworth's prose 
style, I could not express my donbts 
on tin -.abject, If there are creator prose- 
vvnteis than Knrkf . they either lie out of 
m\ cour'e of study or are hovond my 
sphere of comprehension 1 am too old to 
he a convert to a now mythology of 
genius. The niche= are occupied, the 
tables are fnll. If such is still my 
admiration of this man's misapplied 
powers, wliat must it have been at a 
time when I myself was in vain trying, 
year after year, to write a single Essay, 
nay. a single pace or sentence : when I 
regarded the wonders of his pen with the 
longing eyes of one who was dumb and a 
changeling : and when to be able to con- 
vey the slightest conception of my mean- 
ing to others, in words, was the height of 
an almost hopeless ambition 1 But I never 
measured others' excellences by my own 
defects though a sense of my own 
incapacity, and of the steep, impass- 
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ible ascent from u»e to them, made tue 
regard them with greater awe and fond- 
ues I have thns run through most of 
early studies and favourite authors 
Kifflfi of whom 1 h ive sines criticized more 
at larkt W hether those observations will 
surviv« roe l neither know nor do I 
much care but to the works thunselves 
•wortbv of ill accept mon and to the 
feelings they have alw iys excited m me 
amce 1 could distinguish a ronmng m 
language nothing shall ever present me 
from looking back with gratitude and 
triumph To hue lived in thi cnlti 
vali on of an mtunacy with such work* 
and to have familiarl' relished such names 
is not to halt hied quite in 'am 

There ire other authors whom I have 
never rend and yet whom I have fre- 
quent)) hid a great desire to read from 
tome circumstance rtlatmt. to them 
Among the^e is 1 ord Clarendons ZJis(«/ry 
U r t)u brand hebtlhon, nftir which I have 
H h inhering from hearing it spoken of bj 
good jndgf % from my interest m the events 
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and knowledge of the characters from 
other sources, and from having seen fine 
portraits of most of them I like to read 
a w ell-penned character, and Clarendon is 
said to have been a master in this way. I 
should like to read Froissart's Chronicle*. 
Holinshed and Stowe, and Fuller’s 
1 Vortlnes I intend, whenever lean, to 
read Beaumont and Fletcher all through 
There are fifty-two of their plays, and I 
have only read a dozen or fourteen of 
them. .4 Wife for a Month, and Th terry 
and Theodore t. are, I am told, delicious, 
and I can believe it I should like to read 
the speeches in Thucydides, and Guicci- 
ardini’s History of Florence and Don 
Quivole in the original. I have often 
thought of reading the Loves of Per sties 
and St'/ismunda and the Galatea of the 
same author. But I somehow reserve 
them like “ another Yarrow. ” I should 
also like to read the lari: new novel (if I 
could be sure it was so) of the author of 
W avert ey no one would be more glad 

than I to find it the best ! 
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A Few Thoughls on Sleep 

Twin 13 an irnclp for the re ider to think 
of when he or she v. inn in h( it a little 
before he ^oes to sleep the clothes at his 
ear, and the mini moaning in some <ii»t int 
crevice 

Blessings exclaimed Minho «n him 
that Brat invented sleep It wrips i mm 
all ronntl lihe a «donk It xs a dehcions 
moment certaxnh — Urn of ln.ni,, nell 
nestled in bed itul feilint that von shill 
drop tenth to sleep The j,ood is to 
come not ps<d the limbs lme been ju*t 
tired enough to render the muaimn m 
out posture delightful the labour of the 
daj is done t gentle fn Inn of the 
perceptions comes cremmfi over om - 
the spirit ot comciowsncNj di>.en„si,es 
its 'If more and more mlh sJor and 
hoskin„ decrees like a mother detithm,. 
ato 
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h f ‘t h md from that of her sleeping child : — 
th» mind 011m to lm e a lulmy lid clos- 
ing over it. him tin- oyi-.— 'its doMiic ‘Us 
in or. closing — 'tis closed Tile mysterious 
spirit ins mine to take Us airy rounds. 

It is said that sleep is best before 
midnuiht and Nature herself, with her 
darkno-s, and chilling dev. s. informs ns 
so. Then e is another reason for point; to 
bed betimes ; for it is tumor-sally ucknow- 
ledCfd that Ijing late in the morning is 
a great shortener of life. At least, it is 
nevei found in company with longevity. 
It also tends to make people corpulent. 
Bnt these matters belong rather to the 
subject of early rising than of sleep 

Sleep at a late hour in the morning is 
not half so pleasant as the more timely 
one. It is sometimes, however, excusable, 
especially to a watchful or overworked 
head , neither can we deny the seducing 
merits of ‘t’other doze’.-the pleasing 
wilfnlness of nestling in a new posture, 
when you know you ought to be up, like 
the rest of the house. But then you cut 
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up the dx> ami job sleep the ntxt 
ni^ht 

In the course of th» diy few ptople 
think of sleeping except after dinner 
and ttun it >3 often nther a hovering and 
noddni,. on the borders of sleep than sleep 
its* If This is u privilege Allowable we 
think to none hut thi old or the sickly 
or the vers timl and core worn and it 
should be well understood l>ef ore it n 
exercised in company To e&C 3 p< into 
dumber from an Argument or to tike 
it as an iflmr of conr«e onlv between you 
and ionr biliarv duct or to av-ent with 
involuntary noils to all that jon have just 
beendi pntuip is not «o well much lev* 
to sit noddin- and tottenm, beside a Ivly 
or to he jn ilvn„er of dropping your head 
into the fruit plvte or your hosts face 
or of w iking up ami saying Jn=t so to 
the hark of a do„ or \es madam to 
the hlvck at \ our elhow 

Can worn people however nii^ht 
ref re h themselves oftener w ith dav «lcep 
than th»v do if their bodilv st \te is such 
j 67 
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as to dispo=e them to it. It is a mLmkt. 
to suppose that all care Is wakeful. 
People sometimes sleep, as well as vvake. 
by reason of their sorrow. The difference 
seems to depend npon the nature of their 
temperament : though in the most exces- 
sive cases, sleep is perhaps Nature’s never- 
failing relief, as swooning is npon the rack 
A person with jaundice m his blood shall 
lie down and goto sleep at noonday, when 
another of a different complexion shall find 
his eyes as uncloseable .is a statue’s, though 
he has had no sleep for nights together. 
Without mearnng to lessen the dignity Oj. 
suffering, which has quite enough to do 
with its waking hours, it is this that may 
often acconnt for the profound sleeps 
enjoyed the night before hazardous battles, 
executions, and other demands upon an 
-over-excited spirit 

The most complete and healthy sleep 
that can be taken in tbe day is in summer- 
time. out in a field. There is. perbaps- 
ao solitary sen=ation so exquisite as that 
of slumbering on tbe grass or bay. shaded 
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from the hot sun by a tne with the 
consciousness of a fresh hut light nr 
running through th** wide atroo-phi re 
and the shy stretching far overlie ul upon 
all sides Fanli and heaven and a placid 
humanity seem to have the creation to 
themselves. Then is nothing between the 
•slumberer tnd the naked and glad inno- 
cence of nature 

Nest to tins but at a long interval the 
mo®! relishing snatch of slumber onl of 
bed is the one w Inch t tired p < r®on takes 
before he retina for the night while 
lingering in his sitting room The eon 
sciousneaa of being very sleep} and of 
hiving the power to go to bed immediate 
ly gives great, rest to the nnwillingue-s 
to move Sometimes he sits nodding in 
his chair but the sudden and leaden 
Jerks of the head to which a state 
of great sleepiness renders him liable, 
are generally too painful for so luxurious 
a moment and he gets into a more 
legitimate posture silling sideways 
with, his head on the chair back or 
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throwing ids lens up at once on another 
clnir, and half reclining. It is curious, 
however, to hnd how long an incon- 
venient posture will be borne for the sake 
of tins foretaste of repose. The worst of 
it is. that on going to lied the charm 
sometimes tamshes: perhaps from the 
colder temperature of the chamber, for 
a hreside is a great opiate. 

Speaking of the painfnl positions into 
which a sleepy loongtn will get himself, 
it is amusing to think of the more fantas- 
tic attitudes that so often take place in 
bed. If we could add anything to the 
numberless things that have been said 
about sleep by the poets, it would 1>£ 
upon this point. Sleep never shows him- 
self a greater leveller. A man in his 
waking moments may look as proud and 
self-possessed as he pleases. He may 
walk proudly, he may sit proudly, he may 
eat his dinner proudly : he mav shave 
himself with an air of infinite superiority : 
in a word, he may show himself grand 
and absurd upon the most trilling occn- 
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stons Bnt sleep pla\ s the petnf \ in^ 
m vi,\cian He a*res.ts the promt* st tout 
w ■v.eli as tht hnuilde&t clown m the mo t 
ridiculous postures &o that if 5 on could 
draw a grandee from his lied without 
v, ihinv, him no limb twistm,, tool in a 
pantomime should creitp wilder 1 iu„hi* r 
The tot With the strum betwet n its le^s 
IS hardh a posture m vster more « \trav v 
Kant Imagine a dt «pot hfttd up to the 
ga7e of hu v ilets with hi* es*.s Bhut hia 
mouth opeu his left hand under his n^ht 
ear his otht r twisted and han^im. Ik lp 
les3ly before him l>k< an idiot e, oat knee 
lifted tip and the other stretched oat 
or both knets hud Util up together — 
"hat a tciitcpro to lodt»» majestic poster 

Hut sleep is kinillj e\ui 10 bis tricks 
tnd tlie poets have treated him with pro 
per ret trenct Accordint to the indent 
mytholowsts he ha*l even one of tht 
Oraces to wife He hid a thousand eons 
of whom the chief were Morpheus or the 
^haper lcelos, or tht 1 ikely I'h miasm* 
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th>- r.imn , and Photo tor. tli** Terror. 
Hi-- dv. i-lhnu ‘■(■tiif writers place in :i dull 
and d.itklnij pir: of thf earth : other?, 
"•th ut> n-r oiu.phm' id. in heaven: and 
otln r» wol» annthi'i kind of propriety. 
h\ tin 'i i '-hole 1 here 1 = a yood des- 
inpuon u m 0\ „i . hm in these 
ah-ti iet* d t of jviotrj the moderns 
"'ii'ii tin inui-nK . and there is nohodv 
"ti" hi? bmlt 1ns Imucn for him so finely 
.is .spoiiri i Yrolmn.uio. m the fir^t book 
of the ('hir'W (canto 1. st. 1!9), 

sends n huh spirit down to Morpheus to 
fetch him a Dream . 

Hi m italic speed} w.n through sptr*fl 
on 

Ami through the world of waters, wide 
•Mui tleepe, 

to Morpheus’ hou«e doth hastily repute 

Amid the bowels of the earth full steepe 

Aiul low where dawning dnv doth neve** 
peejie, 

Uis dwelling is There, Tctlijs his wet 

bed 

Doth ever wash and Cjnthia still doth 
steepe 

In silver dew his 


iver-droopinc head. 
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Whiles sad mght over him h»r mantle 
black doth preail 

hud more to lull him m his dumber soft 

A tndtltn* streame from tush rock*- 
tumbling dowtie 

And eier-drmJiug ram upon the loft 

Mixed Kith a rounniimu wind** much 
like the sonue 

Of swarming 1 km ill \ ca t him in a 
ssconne 

No othir noise n >r peoples troublous 

A* still are wont to tm»» the wall 1 
towue 

Might tb< re In, beard hut circles-. Quiet 
Ijes 

Wrapt »i» eternal) silence far fnm 
euimyes 

Chancer has drum tb«* ca\< of tin 
same t,od with greater niuiptiutj hut 
nothin*, c-m have a more deep and sullen 
effect than hta cliff* and told riinnuu, 
watt-v* It seems as real as an actuil 
aolilntle or gome ijiuint old picture tn a 
booh of travels tn Tartary He is tolling 
the story of Cev\ and \ ley one in the 
poem calleil his Dream Juno tells a 
itwsteenRer to fc.o to Morpheus nod bid 
*7a 
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l:im cr<-. p into tlu- body' of t b •• drowned 
kitiC. to ht hi- v\U- know th n fatal event 
hy hi- apparition 

Tin- a i ... "vnr */w»h t- nr «<t<l we”i 
I t->' i"- % *3 ai.d .ou r ! ■’ -wit 
I ili {-in-. •*) tii 1 ' dx-k nllex. 

Tbit .tc 1 t Ipint ,c n»>- twcx 
Ti » -< oct? r Y**t <jn xx corra. nr grt*. 

N/ tree " om'-itt tl ;t snsl>* wa>- 
I V0 v t . X WV1 r P IVltlgl.t *‘Uc ; 
t'tvt tbit thtm nn 3 fev* xrrtU 
Cine raniivj fra il o cliff 1 ' 1 'lavrre. 

That nvidt i * 1 1 - * 1 i\ -lecpirc sottae 
A;nl runncn <!axr- <_ nrlst la a case, 

Tl i; trn» tin. 5 - - i rook} snip. 

Aw id ffu vallt 1 } T'o’^dcr-ffetpo, 

There * lie 1 e codai* lax - . ! o o pc , 
Morphtm- ?.t d lie I vrip i>;e;r*.- 
Thn* was the sod of Sleep 1 - heire 
Tlsit -lep! and did none other worhe. 

Whore the* credentials of this new son 
:mtl heir. Eclympastoir. are to be fonnd. 
we know not ; but he acts verv much, it 
ntust be allowed, like an heir preemp- 
tive. m sleeping and doing ‘none other 
work.’ 

We dare not trust onrselves with mane 
quotations upon sleep from the poets : 
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thev are so nitxntron? *\3 well as bemtifnl 
NV«> mast content ourselves with mention 
Uig that oar two mo^t favourite passage^ 
Ore one in the PhihtcMn of Sophocles 
-idmi table for its contrv-t to i sane of a 
ternhle agony which it closes and the 
other the following nhlre*s in Reanmont 
andlletcher s tn^edv of rnfenfimnn the 
hero of which also i suffeier niuler 
hoditj torment He is in i cb.nr slmn 
bering and these mo'-t eKiiniBite lines ire 
genii j sang with music — 

Care-cb-inmn:? sleep thou ewer of all 
woes 

Brother to Death sweetly thyself dispose 
On thu afflicted jrince Fall like s clou A 
In geutle showers give nothing that i* 
loud 

Or jimful to hi# slumbers ea-j #weet 
And as a purlmc stream, thou son of night 
Pa«> bv his troubled senses sing his pain 
Lite hollow murmuring wind or adrcr 

Tutu this pnnce genii' oh gently slide 
\nd ki«« him into slumbers like a bndi 
How earnest and prayer like are these 
pause', ’ How lighth sprinkled ami yet 
j7S 
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how deeply setting, like rain, the fancy ' 
How qmct, affectionate, ami perfect the 
conclusion ’ 

Weep is mo<d graceful m an infant : 
‘-oundest. m one \%h<> has hem final in 
tin; open air ; completed, to the seaman 
after a hard \ o\ ape . nio^t welcome, to 
the mind liannted with one idea ; most 
touching to look at. in the parent that 
lias wept ; lightest, in the playful child : 
proudest, in the bride adored 
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SCOTT 

Oliver Goldsmith 

Oliver Goldsmith w is born on the 20th 
\ovrmbcr 1728 it PiHw tor rsther 
PiU<jp\ in the patvih of Pvtuu. and 
countv of Longford in Ireland where his 
fuller the Rev Cliarhs Goldsmith i 
minister of the Church of Lngland at that 
time resided This worthy clergyman 
vliosp virtues Ins celebrated son after- 
wards rendered immortal in the character 
of the Village Pnarhcr, had a familj of 
»ev en children for w horn he w as en iMed 
to i>rm ide but « rr indifferentlj He ol>- 
t lined uHimateU a bent fit c in the count > 
of Roscommon but died early , for the 
run ful researches of the Rev John 
Grab im of Lifford turn fonndhisuidow 
nvru vHte senescenes ri siding with her 
377 
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‘•<111 Otnor in Bnilvniahon. no f.irlv ns 
17-50 Aiming i)|,. -ii, ,j, accounts nfajx’tty 
jrn'u erof tin* ji!.i< <•. Mr> t iohl'iirith's name 
<if ( ur^ frtajut n>l\ .in ,t ('ii-ioni* r for tnfung 
artit !cn mi u Im (i oeca'ionN Master Noll 
appearN to hive boon hi*, mother's tisu.il 
i'ini«N,in He w.in recollected, hmvever. 
in the neighbourhood. h\ more poetical 
etnploymentN, un that of phi\ inir on the 
flute, and w.indennir tn Nohtude on the 
shores or among the miamls of the river 
Innv, which is remarkably he.uttiful at 
BaUymahon 

Oliver eariv diMmgmshed himself bv 
the chsplav of hvelv talents, ns well ns by 
that uncertainty of humour \v hich is so 
often attached to genius, ns the slave 
in the chariot of the Roman triumph 
An uncle by affinity, the Rev Thomas 
Contarine. undertook the expense of 
affording to so promising a youth the 
advantages of a schoi as . tlf , education. He 
was put to school at EdgewnrthVtown 
and. in June, 1744. was sent to Dublin 
o ego as a sizar: a situation which 
2/S 
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subjected him to much discount ment 
snd ill ttsa^e, esjieeiall) is lit hid the 
misfortune to fill under the < h uve of i 
brutal tutor 

On loth Juni 17-47 Golds mth oIh 
tamed his onh a< ademieil 1 nm 1 hem„ 
an exhibition on the foundation of Erasmus 
Smythe, Cxi) Some milwn 1 1 frolic in- 
duced him soon after* into to quit the 
Unis ersit} for n pt noil and hi appe irs 
thus eirl\ to hist commenced that ort of 
idlo strolling life which his often great 
charms for i onths of genius because it 
frees them from c\ en t,pocie« of snbjtc-* 
lion, and leases them full winder* of 
their own time and their own thoughts , 
a hhertv which the} do not ft- 1 too deirij 
bought, at the expense of fatijrm. , of 
hunger, and of ill the other income- 
menus incidental to those who trine! 
without money Those who can re- 
collect joumeis of this kind, with >11 
the bluffs, necessities and petti ud\ i n- 
tures, which attend them, will not wonder 
at the attr ictions winch tliev hid for such 
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•i >(uu!i as Oifihkinith Xolwithstandintr 
tl'psc err.it k expeditions. |j,-> way admitted 
Bachelor of Arts m [74<). 

< lolikniuh s pi'r-cvcrsm: friend. Mr. 

Contanni s ( .,. ms , (1 recommended 

the direction «,f Ins nephew’c studies 
>'• medio, ne and m >e!)r ]7-,2. he 
" as sealed at Cdmhimrh 1o pursue that 
M >en/'o i if |i,> residence in Secntantl. 
Coltlsmttlt retained no fax oumlilo recollec- 


l,onl ' He was thoughtless, and he was 
cheated ; he was poor, amt lie was near!} 
starved, \et.inaven lively letter Front 
Kdmburgh addressed to Hoh'ert Brmnton 
of Baliv mahon. he < loses a sarcastic ties'- 


* np ion of the country and itv inhabit 
an ^ ** le ^>o<l-!mmourod enndour 
", hlCh m '" ,p *° distinguished a jmrt of hit 
character. • An utrly and a poor man is 
cieiv onh f or himself, and such society 
ic w or < ets me enjoy in exeat abundance, 
r une ms given you circumstances, ttnd 

cves-'of i! *T' er in °' : charming in the 
Bol , K *. !"*' ^ or <loI envy, mv dear 
ob, such blessings, while I may sit down 
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sr^r^i 

.*•>'***<.'*" t\.o» 

unite v*»n- **” ^ u \iarH eM 40 * n0 d 

<*>“»“"’" VJ he ««« * “ Upper- 

tempt*'" 0 " xslU r e«' s t _hi 

° n “fe« < ei°F>'» l ’ 1 ''’ p ""I r«"el W* 

*— * 

cemteenee.l >“ ^ the 

hn peehet , 10 , terete" 1 , h0 

lent trope Throth-h « hus 

the leer o' F 1 pet! recotiree 
^ F1 »" Ur ’ ,», 
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M“lm in ^ he h ho w«s tob-raldy sktlh d: 
anil a Inch tun.- umiuIU prut ured bun a 
Induum in v Uln ,. p , k cottage fur the 
v .< nine In it;ih v, imrc hi-- musical shill 
v ’ ■ l " I" Id m ios-, ni fin, he found hospi- 
taiit> l»\ lif-jHittnir at the monasteries, 
u) tin- < iiaract* r nf ,t travelling scholar. 

< ertatn philosophical theses, tiliich 
t lie learned inhabitants were obliged lb 
their foundation, to uphold against all 
unjmimers Thus, h, obtained sometime® 
inone\„ sometimes lodgings He must hate 
had other rcs-<> ur , to procure both, 
which he has not thought proper to in- 
timate. Tlie foreign Universities nlTord 
-similar facilities to poor scholar*, with 

those presented In the Monasteries Gold* 

smith resided at Had,,,, for several months- 
and is said to have taken a degree at 
out am. Thus far i„ certain that an 
account of the tour made by so good a 
jut c e of human nature, m circumstances 
so singular, would lune made one of the 
most entertaining books in the world: and 
U is both wonder and p,ty. that Goldsmith 
2S2 
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picture in tJcorcf 's mint of himself. was 
his refuge from at-ioul starving. Un<(ttes- 
tionublj. hi- <lo'< npuon was founded on 
personal recolleo' urns where ho savr. 

■ I w.i- up earh and lat< . I wo- h row- 
in', it h\ the tna^tf . hated for tny ugly 
f.u e h\ the mn-tress wome f l b> the hoys 
wulun. and ne\or permitted to stir out 
to -.eek eivihtj abroad. This state of 
Ma\er> he underwent at Pockham Aca- 
demy. and had .such hitter recollection 
thereof, a? to he olfemled at the slightest 
allusion to it. An at qunmtnnce happen- 
ing to use the proserhud pharso. * Oh. 
that is all a hohdav at Peekham.” Gold- 
smith reddened, and asked if he meant to 
affront him From this miserable condi- 
tion he escaped with difficulty, to that of 
journeyman, or rather shop-porter, to a 
chemist in Fish-strcot-hiil in w hose service 
he was recognized by Dr. Sleigh Ins coun- 
tryman and fellow-student at Edinburgh, 
who. to his eternal honour, relieved Oliver 
Goldsmith from this state of slavish 
degradation. 
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Under the auspices of hi'* friend and 
count nm m, Goldsmith commented prac- 
tice as a ph> sunun shout the Bankside 
suit afterwords neir the Teinplt, and 
ihhough mBncce^ltat in procuring, fee', 
had goon pit nt v of p It lent s It wras now 
tint he firs* thought of liming m.ource 
to that pm which ufHrw unis affordrd the 
public so moth dehjrht He wroh ho 
laboured ho compiled he »s de'-i ribed by 
one conic mpotan as wt »nn» v runj 
fHU-tnuuTu.il b tek suit Hu vi tv livery of 
the Mints, with his pocket* stalled with 
p ipers, and hw head with projeeia ^nidii- 
alh he forcid himself and his talents into 
notice, and wns at list enabled to write, 
in one litter to a friend that he was too 
poor to bo gund at hot too rich to need 
assistance and to Imast in another of the 
tt lined conversation who h he was some- 
times admitted to partake in 

lie now circulated proposes for 
publishing bv subscription Jus / ssoy on 
Poht» Literature tn / urope tho profits of 
which hi destined to etptippmg; himself 
jS' 
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for Inflia. harms' obtained from the Com- 
pany the appointment of physician to one 
of their factories on the coast of Coroman- 
del. But to rise m literature teas more his 
desire than to increase his fortune- “I 
eaeerlv loner ' he said, "to embrace every 
opportunity to separate myself from the 
vttltrar as much m my circumstances as I 

am already in my sentiments 1 find I 

want constitution and a strong steady 
disposition which alone makes men great 
I will, however, correct my faults, since I 
am conscious of them.' 

Goldsmith's versatile talents and ready 
pen soon outraged him m the service of 
the booksellers . and doubtless the touches 
of his spine and humour were used to 
enliven the dull pages of manv a sorry 
miscellany and review : a mode of living 
which, joined to his own improvidence, 
rendered his income as fluctuating as his 
occupation. He wrote many essavs for 
various periodical publications, and after- 
wards collected them into one volume, 
finding that they were tujeeremoniously 
zS6 
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appropriated In bis com empor tries In 
the prcfici he compares him-elf to the 
fat mm in a frmtne who n hen his fellow- 
sufferers propost to fent on the mijkt 
tttiou*. pin of his perbon mssted with 
some just it i on limn,, the first slice 
hum* If Rut bis most t\ llmrate UTort m 
this bisk i!» tht f ifiren of the World 
It tit r* suppi>«ul to hi nmu n hi « 
t. him si philosopher resident in I upland 
in imitaiion of the [ rtlrts /Vrnnnes of 
Monti Mjim.ii Still howeier thou r )i snl>- 
MSlim. thus pret inoush he wa* pettinsr 
forward in sicieh and had alreadi in 
U« loir lrttl, mule his wm ns fir is 
llr tohnson who stems from their first 
m ipiuntamt till death sc par it id them 
to him entertained for Goldsmith till 
most suture friendship ret, wimp his 
penms with resjMit his faihnps with 
mduli.tm.1 and his person with afTcc- 

lions 

It was probable Boon ufttr tlus first 
aiapi mnancc that necessits the parent 
of so nunc trorLs of penius (.me birth to 
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the Vtcar of Wakefield. The circum- 
stances attending the sale of the work to 
the fortunate publisher, are too singular 
to be mWl m ant other words than those 
of Johnson as reported by hi« faithful 
thronif ler. Boswell 

I r* - ( ei\ed one morning a message 
from poor Goldsmith. that he wa* 5 in great 
distre~=. and as it was not in his power to 
rome to me. begging that I would come 
to him as soon as possible. I sent him a 
guinea, and promised to come to hint 
direc*Iy I accordingly went as soon as I 
was dre-sed. and found that his landlady 
had arrested him for his rent, at which he 
was in a violent passion. I perceived 
that he had already changed tnv guinea, 
and had got a bottle of Madeira and a 
glass before him. 1 put the cork into the 
bottle desired he would he calm, and 
began to talk to him of the means by 
which he might be extricated. He then 
told me that he had a novel ready for the 
press, which he produced to me. J look- 
ed into it. and saw it, merit : told the 
aSS 
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whom he now associated, that the simpli- 
citi of his character rumpled with 
an in iccuraca of expression an «n 
distinguishm^ «pmt of vunit} anti a 
hnmedniss of conception, which led hint 
often into ihs unlit \ rendered Dr Gold* 
smith m some decree the hntt of the 
componr (tarrich m pirtirulir who 
prob thU pn sutnod mt hit on the 
vuperKWtv of i th« itncul tonoiper o\era 
dram me unthnr shot at lum inan\ sh ifts 
of *<nt ill epipr iinmitH wit It is hWt.lv 
that Uoldsmith bej.au to feel that tins 
spin! was Larned too fur and to cheek tt 
in the best taste ho composed htstelo- 
braied poem of Retaliation in which tho 
< h ir ictrrs and fnlinps of his a=®ixntcs 
m drawn with sum. at oner* ptinpcnt 
and t-ond htimmiTid Lnmch is smartly 
ohasti'ed Burke the dinner hell of tho 
IlmH of Lorn mens is not gp trod and 
of all tit* more di'-impne-hed nano *» of 
the Chib Johnson and Reynolds alone 
tsi ipt the ta<>h of tht satirist The for- 
mer ts not mentioned, ind tht hitter 
s9i 
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is (H-n dismissed with unqualified and 
afitct.onate applause Retaliation had 
the offer t of plat in" tiie author on a more 
equal foot on: v. n it fits society than he had 
eter before a'-umed E'en against the 
desjHif-m of . Johnson though much re^- 
prr tm" him and a*- much hehued by him. 
Goldsmith made a more spirited stand 
than "as generally 'cntured upon by the 
compeers of that arbitrary bull an of Lit- 
erature Of this Hoav. ell has recorded a 
striking instance Oold-muh had been 
tlescamm" on the diihfulty and import- 
ance tif rnakinsr animals in an apologue 
s-peak in character and particularly 
instanced the Fable of the Little Fishes. 
Observing that Doctor Johnson was 
laughing scornfully, he proceeded smart- 
ly ‘‘Why. Dr. Johnson, this is not so 
easy as you seem to think, for if you were 
to make little fishes talk, they would talk 
like "'hales " 

To support the expense of his new 
dignities. Goldsmith laboured incessantly 
at the literary oar. The Letters on the 
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History of England common)! ascrtbi (1 
to Lord Lvillitnn md com lining an cx- 
* eUt m md entt naming nbndgomeni of the 
inn ik of Britain in the works of tiold 
smith His mode ofLompibivthcinsve le \m 
from some lniortstm^ anecdotes of '1 h 
author rnKan'micdnl 'othf puldic b 1 ei 
] ewe« "nvtii'iif ^unus whom he patron 
tied and with whom he often assncitted 
‘He hrst rt li m n morning from 
Hume fJapm and souteuims kmnit at 
miw-h as he designed for on> ttUtr m irk- 
ini down the j> v«t ices referred toon 1 
sheet of paper with remarks Hi tli n 
rode or w dked out w \lh a friend or tv, o 
vrhnm lie consmnth hid with him n- 
uvmirt to dinner xpmtthedi} gtnenlh 
i mu i vullv w ttlmm it uch drinking 1 a hioh 
hi w is n» ver m the halnt of I and "hen 
he vent up to lull took up Ins bonks 
and paper «ith him where he gencrallt 
Wrote the chjptir or tht best pirt of it 
hi foto he w« nt to rt si This 1 mer cxer- 
< isi cost him vets hwfe trouble he * nd 
for lmm(. oil Jus mnernk rradr for him 
s93 
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he wrote n with as much facility as a 
common letter 

‘ But of all his compilations, he used 
to say. his Selections of English Poetry 
showed more ‘the art of profession ’ Here 
he (lid nothin" but mark the particular 
passages with a red-lead pencil and for 
this he got tico hundred pounds — but then 
he used to add. ‘a man shows lus judg- 
ment in these selections and lie may be 
often twenty years of Ins life cultivating 
that judgment ’ 

Goldsmith, amid these more petty 
labours, aspired to the honours of the 
sock, and the Good-Natured Man was 
produced at Covcnt Garden 20th Janu- 
ary, 17G8. with the moderate success of 
nine nights ' run The principal character 
the author probably drew from the weak 
side of his own; for no man was more 
liable than Goldsmith to be gulled by pre- 
tended friends The character of Croaker, 
highly comic in itself, and admirably re- 
presented by Sluiter, helped to save .the 
piece' which was endangered by the scene 
2 94 
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four or five > ear? eoiiecnnir materials in 
all In? country exc ursions for this poem 
(The Deserf cd Village) and w actually 
enerasred in the construction of it above 
two year'- Hi-- manner of writing poetry 
v. as thi- he first sketched a part of his 
de ? itm >n prose m which he threw out hi® 
idea-- as they net urretl to him : he then sat 
i arefuih down to \ersify them, and add 
-mb other ideas as he thousrlu better 
fitted to the subject. He sometimes would 
exceed lus prose desiun by writing several 
verges impromptu but these he would 
take uncommon pams afterwards to 
revise, lest they should be found uncon- 
nected with his m am desitm 

The writer of these Memoirs (Lee 
Lewes) called upon the Doctor the second 
morning after he had begun The Descried 
Village and to hint he communicated the 
plan of his poem ‘ Some of my friends.' 
continued he. ’differ with me on this plan 
and think this depopulation of villages does 
not exist — but I am myself satisfied of the 
fact I remember it in mv own countrv. 
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and hn\c «een it in tlus lie then 
read « li u he had done of it fit tt ntornin,. 
bepmmnR 

D arl ifljlwveMnf nn w't'nrt* an l one 
‘■'lots fnvyr «th t»)?n every sp rtr il) 
( Je#w 

ll » ft n have 1 1 t r 1 «.r thy gr *?n 

W here l rath* I app n v ?i leu 1 each 

Ho» ft n 1 av? 1 paiNf J n e\ ety charm — 
Th «ltU«r let. tl e uh vat? 1 farm. 

The never la 1 ng 1 rc V. th huv> ni II 
Tl o level t church tl at topi tl e a? t,hf ur 
it* I II 

The hawthorn \ ush tc th *?ats Wnettl the 
ebaj 

f rtalkmR apt an I wh sperms 1 v ramaile 
Ci me ■sat s Ih. let n e tell j n\i tlvi* is 
ii > It* I lttoriunjr a w <trk and nos, mv tie ir 
» o\ »f t« u are not l tttetengi r cd I«h mid 
It j.lad It enjov a shoemaker « holiday 
HUl> von Tluv«ApewoAfr s holiday was 
a tl it of pu it ti ■nmtv t* poor tioidinUlh 
ml wav 4[cnt m dip 1 llowmp mnoctnl 
nimn r — 

Tim e or tour < t Im tnUnvvU* friends 
ren lezt on«p«l at h« eli unhers to tm akf 1. 1 
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about ten o clock m the morning; at 
eleven they proceeded by the City-Road, 
and throntrb the fields to Highbury Barn, to 
dinner about mx o'clock in the evening 
they 'idiourned to White Conduit House to 
drink hj and concluded the evening by 
-uppine at the Grecian or Temple Exchange 
Coffee-houses or at the Globe, in Fleet 
Mree; There was a very good ordinary 
of two dishes and pastry kept at Highbury 
Barnabout this time tfive-and-twenty years 
ago. in 1790) at tenpenee pierhead, includ- 
ing a penny to the waiter, and the company 
generally consisted of literary characters, 
a few Templars, and some citizens who had 
left off trade The whole expenses of tins 
day's fete never exceeded a crown, and 
oftener from t lire e-and-sixpence tofoxtr sliil- 
lmgs for which the party obtained good air 
and exercise, good living, the example of 
simple manners and good conversation." 

The reception given to the Descried 
T~iUagc. so full of natural elegance, simpli- 
city. and pathos, was of the warmest kind. 
The publisher showed at once his skill 
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They are eminently well calculated to 
introduce youth to the knowledge of their 
studies for th exhibit the mod interest- 
tntr and Mrikimr e\ ents without entering 
into rontroi er-'t or drv detail. Yet the 
tone a*- -mined in the History of England 
drew cm the author the resentment of the 
more zealous Whur* who accused him of 
hetraymsr the liberties of the people, when 
God knows ' a« he expresses himself in 
a letter to Lantrton. 'I had no thought fot 
or against liberty m my head, my whole 
atm beintr to make tip a hook of decent size, 
and which, as Squire Richard says, would 
do no harm to nobod\ ' 

His celebrated play of She Stoops io 
Conquer was Goldsmith's next work of 
importance If it bp the object of comedy 
to make an audience laugh. Johnson «ays 
that it was better obtained bv this play 
than by any other of the period. Lee 
eues was. for the first time, produced in 
a speaking character, as vountr Marlow, 
and is. therefore, entitled to record his cvvrn 
recollections concerning the piece. 
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The first niahl of its perform mce 
Goldsmith m tcid ufbunp «t the Thi itrt 
found '-•nmicnn r , betu ecn =e\ en and 
OurhL otlock in thi iliil St James i 
Park and it n i on the rtincin £ =tr«intc of a 
frit ml vim told him lion useful tio jire 
sent e inulit l« in m ikm^. some tuddt n 
lUuratHWVsnhuhmiJit hi found net c-*.ari 
in tlx pm e tint ho n is pu\ iiled on to 
«uO to tht Thcatrt Ho emeriti the st ij.»> 
door just in tin. middle of the fifth act u hen 
tin v « is ft hiss ut tlx* unprobahiim of 
Mrs Hardcjstit supposing herself fort' 
mtlCM'tr thouehon hpr own (.rotintl , mil 
in ir tht house Whxtb that ' « ns the* 
Dot tor ierrilu.il U the sound Pshaw 
Doctor sais tohnin who was stuntim 
h\ tin sale of the scent dont lit fearful 
ofsjtn&s aliitiwe hate been sitting almost 
these inn hours ujton a hirxel of gun- 
powder 

In tin l iff of 1>t GoIJt>miHi pro- 
fited to his Marls the ihoic repl' of 
Colmanb is said to hut happened at the 
list nhnrsal of the pact hut the fact 
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which it w is, nevertheless unpos.,ihle' for 
him to cam on with that 4wpaU.li nhiclt 
the hmikseUerw thought themi>eh es entitled 
to expect One of his lost publications 
was i History of the Farth and Animat- 
ed Jtnlure m mx volumes vs hit U mh 
sctenoi whit his ahnd„.i mints are to 
historv t hook \\ hu h indie ite» no depth 
oft* starch w otinrwv of inform it ion 
Inn «huh presents to the nrdm m rtuJer 
« peneril and interesting view of th« <»!>- 
ject < one hi 4 m tin < lo <ris{ md most 
beautiful luipunpi and iboundin,. with 
excellent rciln imne and iUm.tratu.ns It 
w is of this work that Johnson threw out 
tin remark winch he afterwords interwove 
m his frit nd s epitaph — lie is now writing 
u Natural Ihston and will nuike it is 
igree iblo ns u Persian Talc 

But the junod of Ins l tbriun w«e now 
in ir ti old smith h id for some time b«*i n 
sulyw t to fits of thi si r mi _ur\ hrouvht 
■on hv too sen to application to seehnt ire 

Jal ours anA one of those au \< ks u, ri- 

s'itedbv nw nt il distress produced ifei«.r 
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1 hn e let am epitaph w as the subject 
of a petition toDt Johnson, m the form of 
a round robin, entreat mg him to substitute 
an T n^lidt inn nption as more prop? r for 
tin author who hut di<dm,nii-h« d himself 
fitttreh hi « wJ* v until n »n Eh^hsli but 
tin. Doctor kept hi purpose 

The person and feduresofDr Gold- 
-»»tb wen* rather unt in onrable Ho was 
i -hoit stout nun with u round fact much 
marked w »th the -mall-pos, and « low fore- 
head winch is repnsimed us projecting 
in u -im.nl ur m unit r \ et tin -t ordimrv 
feiiure- were mirktd l»\ « strong ctpre— 
ton of reflit bun and of observation 
The peculiarities of l«old«muh s dia- 
V/ts-Ti 'faft'&y Wa&ttA vvpw r< 
m tlu. preceding numtiu He was a 
fm nd to \ irtuc and m his most plat ful 
pif.ii ne\ er forgets what n due to it 
V f,entlene-s delieacv ind pimtj of feel- 
ing <Intint,im>hes whatever lie wrote and 
In. its correspondence to the pcnero-»j of 
a disposition which knew no hounds 
but his last guinea It was an attribute 
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fins elegant epitaph wns the subject 
or a petition to Dr John on, m the form of 
1 round robm entrcatinu him to substitute 
tin English ur« upturn ns more proper for 
an author u ho hail distinguished himself 
entire!' In works wnit'n m English hut 
the Doctor Wept his purpose 

The person and features of Dr Gold- 
smith nert. ruber linin' ourabU He was 
a shi rt stunt ni in with i round f ict much 
m irked with the small pox and u low fore- 
head which is represented us projecting 
in n singular m inner ^ ct thc«< ordinars 
feiturfswirt mirkcdbx a mom, expres- 
sion of refh Own and of ot>«erv ntion 

The peuihinties of Goldsmith s dis- 
position ha> e been ulre idv touched upon 
in the preceding nnrrati'i. He was a 
fraud to urtne and in his mo t pli>ful 
pa^es mxer fnrj,(ts what is duo tod 
V^mtleness dehtacj and pun tj of feel- 
ing distmj.iu'-hcs what tier lie wrote and 
Kars tom spondenot to the $.enero«ttj of 
a disposition which knew no bounds 
but hia last guinea It v. as an attribute 
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tint im thing was done hotter than In 
)um«o}f could lun e perform* d it , uiul some- 
times mid* him&elf ridiculous In hastiK 
unde Making to distinguish liimst IT upon 
subjects which lie did not understand 
But with these weaknesses trot with that 
of ciiTettssnt-s in his own iiTairs termin' 
ites all that censute cm sa\ of Goldsmith 
The folh of submitting to nnjxisition m i\ 
ho \ ill liihni cd with the unmri iht\ of 
hw benc'nlenci. and the wit which his 
writings e\im.e inon than lounterttil* 
ances his defects m irniun it ion if the-? 
< ould be of consequence to the pre ent 
mil future genet iliom. Vs a w rttcr 
ms hr lohnson he wu« of the most 
distinguished civs Whatex er ht com- 
posed he did it helti r tha« im other man 
could \nd whither we recird him nsa po* t 
as n conue writer or is u historian he was 
one of the first writer* of ins tmu , and 
will e'er spind m the foremost class * 
Excepting some -hurt tales (told 
pimth ga\e to the dipariment of thi 
noieli«t onh one work— the munituhU 
3o7 
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Pastor htm-clf, with all the worth tint 
(XCtUencv which ought to distinguish the 
■unhnts'ulor of Lod to man and \ et with 
just vo much or pednntrx and ot liter if} 
■\ antt\ as verves to vhn-w that he is tn wh 
o( mortal mould and biihjct t to human 
t ulme* is one of the tie at and the hum. 
pie tsinjr pictures ex er di vigned It is 
pethapv impossible to plate frul humumtx 
hefore ns in an attitude of more simple 
dijruitx than the \ it ir m luv chancur of 
pastor of pinnt and of husband llis 
cseeltent heljv-mate with all her mothcr- 
J> eimnim. and hou«cwifilx prudence 
loxnn,. and respecting her husband hut 
counterplotting his wist st vthenies it the 
difUitt-* of maurnal xtuutv forms nn ej- 
cillent count erpm Hoth with their 
rhildrin around thivn their rpnet labour 
and domestic hippmovs compovc a 
firtsidf pic tun of such a perfect kind as 
perhaps w now hire el«« equalled It is 
sket* heil mdt id from common hh and is 
u vtronjj contrast to the ex aver rated and 
t ttraordinarv character-* and mcidmts 
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w Inch are the re-ouri e of those author-, 
who. like 15 . 01 '.-. make it their bn-ines- to 
ekinte an'i -urpri'e. hut thi \ ery 'impli- 
cit;. of tin- < h.umimr hook rentier- the 
plea-tire it afford.- more permanent. We 
read the Vimrof Wal.f/ith ! m \outh and 
in atte We return to it .mam and tura.n. 
and lde-s the mentor} of an author who 
1 1 intro e- «o w ell to rei urn do ti- to human 
nature W hether we i hoo-e the pathetic 
and dndre-Mnir incident- of the fire the 
.-cene- at the jail, or the lighter and 
humorou- purl- of the Mon . «c find the 
best and truest >cmimrat.s enforced in the 
jno-t henutiful lumniage; and perhaps there 
are few character* of purer ditrnit} 
dc-cnbcd than that of the excellent 
pa«tor. rising aho\e sorrow and oppres- 
sion and labouring for the coni erston of 
those felons, into whose company he had 
been thrust by his villainous creditor. In 
too many work- of this class, the critics 
must apoloiri/.e for or censure particular 
passages in the narrative, as unfit to he 
perused in youth and innocence. But the 
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w reith of Goldsmith is unsullied he w role 
in is alt virtue and expose vice and he 
accomplished his tush in a manner w hich 
raises hun to the highest rank amon n 
British authors. We close lus volume 
With a Mg.li that such an author should, 
has e wntun so tittle from the stores of lus 
own iccnius uul that he should hat c been 
w> premat melt remot ed from tlu sphere 
of literature which he so biphH adorned 
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The V> 5 .onof Sudden Den* 

its features a » ^ e)e «h.cli I®" 

bj ns po»P'”^ h „ rc't-riL m’ 

»;*«i >«* *£„*** - *■ 

S«M» D.O»* " lc 60 „„ r , 

dead 0! rujltt box ol M 

Blasgou mad , lin a it nceessar) 

mor hitler **•£ 

t» «>*.. i r „,Si so. >»- -»r«i 

Hie, st» «“ c " “ ,|„, comt»»'"° 

unless under ,te olM« 

accidents ^ T 

lateral comtcnnie , m nptl 0,,UCr 

t .»«»" *r\£ 

thienplt n't-'"* „ n ,BM» ,or ,hC 
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tn.im «orth-wiM«*rn it- ui (t ' ■ th” Jok - ' 1 
muih on re 1 * time Mam Im-ter. to halt f" r 
a number i>f hoor-5 . lu>\\ many . 1 do not f f * 
member m» <>r*»*\cn.lthink. hut tiio resoh 
«,i‘ that in iht’ ordinary course, tH f ' iniuS 
n i i.inm. m i’«l it-- journey northward 1 - 
about nviinijrlu WYentd with the ftincr 
detention .11 a trim am hotel. 1 walked om 
about ele\en o*i lock at nisrlit for the sake 
of fresh ;tir . meaning to fall tn "'hit *he 
mail anil re-tune my so it nt the post-office. 
The night. howeier. heme >el dark, ft? the 
incion had -uiree'y risen and the streets 
heme at Uie hour empty. so as to offer no 
opportunities for asking the road, 1 m*t 
m\ nay and did not reach the post-office 
until it «as considerably past midnight: 
hut, to my great relief (as it \vn« import- 
ant tor me to he in Westmoreland by the 
morning). I saw in the huge saucer eyes 
of the mail blazing through the gloom, an 
evidence that my cliance was not yet lost. 
Past the time it was: but. by some rare 
accident, the mail was not even yet ready 
to start. I ascended to my seat on the 
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bos, where rav cloak \ri“ Mill l\in a os it 
bad lam at the Bridge* iter Antes l h id 
left it there m imitation of a nautit d dis- 
co* erer who learns a bit of hunting on 
the Mi ore of hw di'»co\ er\ b> w\> of 
warning off the {.round the " hole human 
net and not if \ mi. u» tin HinMi in anil 
the heathen worlds with his best compli- 
ment's, tint he his hoisted his pocket- 
handkerchief once and for e\« r upon tint 
virgin sod thenceforward tlumuv the 
jus dovuntt to the top of the atmosphere 
above it, and also tin right of timing 
shifts to the ctntre of tin earth below 
it, so th u all people found aft« r this w arn- 
>n} either doft »n tipper ch unltrs of the 
atmosplure or groping m subterraneous 
shafts, or squatting, audacious!) on the 
surface of the •«oili will be treated as 
In ipas beri _f vU that i*» to sav,or de- 
capit tted as circumstances mi' suggest, 
bv their vcr> faithful sen ant the owner 
of the said pocket handkerchief In the 
present case, it j* j reliable that mt cloak 
might not hate been respected, and the 


i'i: ()V\\r ky 

j h* rj nit turn h«*en < ni"Hy 

' ioI.UimI m tn\ p«>r*on — Cur. m th" dark, 
P'ople <r,nitni! •!« of darkne**. ga-' 
l»“»nvr i gr. at ,dl\ ,,r morality - !mt it 
M> buppen. <1 that on tin*, nitrlit . there t'® 
ii" >>thi‘r <ntt*iij( p ics.-nger. and thus 
lit" i ruin', wlmh oho w.i* but too prob- 
missed fir" fur want of a criminal 
Having mounted the hot I took a small 
quantity of laudanum having already 
tra\ oiled two hundred and fift y mile*— rrr . 
front a point *e\< nty mile* hovond l.ondon 
In the taking of laudamnn there wa* 
not It me evtraordtnarv But by areident 

it drew upon me the special attention of 
tin assessor on the bn\ the coachman 
And in t/mf also there was nothing ex- 
traordinary But by accident, and with 
great delight, it drew mv own attention to 
the fact that tin's coat hnian was a monster 
m point of bulk, and that he had hut one 

-eye In fact, he had been foretold by 
Virgil as 

Moiictrura horrenitum, inform.-, mptn* cm 
turnon ailomptum." 


3t6 



THE MSION OP SLDDEX DEVTH 


He mswertd 10 the conditions in eur\ 
one ot itu. items — 1 i monster he was 
2 dreadful j shapeless 4, huge o who 
had lost ui ete But wh\ should that 
delight rat > 1 lad he been one of the Laten 
dart, in the 4r«6imi AtjA/» in<l had paid 
down his e\c ns the price of Uu> criminal 
Ctmosit\ w hat right h id I to exult in hi* 
misfortune > 1 did iut exult 1 delighted 
in do m in * punishment though it wcrt 
on en menu tl But these personal distinc- 
tions (Nos 1 2 ^ 4 ot identified in an 
instant an old friend of mine w horn I li id 
known irt the south for some j ears us the 
most m ist( rlj of in ul~co lthmin It 
showetl his dodged honest) (though, 
ob enc not his diiummcnii th it he 
could not sti m\ merits Let us excuse 
lus ahsurdiU in this psrtioul ir l*% 
rt tnernbcrmg his a ant of on e> c Doubt- 
less that math him blind to m> merits 
In the art of comers mon howeicr 
hr admitted that 1 had th» whip hand 
of him On thw pre ent occasion great 
jot was at our meeting But what was 
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fjolop' •loinir Imre ’ Had the medical 
men rtf unintended northern .nr. or how? 
Icolktted fo.ni ®ueh explanation® ns h<’ 
volunteered that he hud an interest at 
Make in m», ne Miit-at-l.tu nnxx pending at 
Lnne.i'-ier ®n that probably he had go* 
hint-elf transferred to tin® station, for tie" 
purpose of connecting xx uh hi« professional 
pursuit® an instant readme®® for the call; 
of lu® lawsuit 

Meantime, what are ix e stopping for : 
Surely \x e have nmv waited loner enough 
Oh. iln® prm restmating mail, and this pro- 
< ra-ttnuUng po-t-office Can t they take : 
lesson upon that Mihjeet from me 0 Som< 
people hax-e railed me procrastinating 
Yet you are witnes®. reader, that 1 xvn: 
here kept waitinsr for the pn«t-ofiice 
\\ ill the }) 0 ®t-olfiec lay its hand on it. 
heart, in its momenta of sobriety, an< 
assert that ever it waited for tne 9 \Yha 
are they about ? The trtiard tells in 
that there is a large extra accnmiilatioi 
of foreign mail® this night. oxvtng P 
irregularities caused by war. hv wind, b; 
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■weathtr in the packet smite which ns 
> et does not benefit at nllbj steam For 
an extra hour it seems the pent -office 
has betn em.x<,ed in threshing out thi 
pure whe Uen correspondence of Glasgow 
an«l vmnowin^ it from the thaff of all 
baser intermediate towns. But at last all 
is finished Siund >our horn ^iiard 
Manchester ^ood Inc we u» lost «n hour 
bj \ our criminal conduct at thi post-office 
which, hon u or though ! do not moan to 
part with a *-enictaWe ground of com- 
plaint and one which renlh is Mich for Die 
horses to lie seen t Is is an idrantage 
since it compel*, us to look sharpls for 
this lost hour amongst the n« xi eight or 
nilie and to nxoier it (if ve rant at the 
rite of one mih extra per hour Off we 
art at last am! ut cloven nules an hour 
nitil for the moim nt 1 detect m> c h tnges 
in the toerps or in tlie skill of (?»< lope 
from Manchester to Kendal which 
uttualh tttinuph not in law) is the capita) 
of Westmoreland there were at this 
time seven stages of eleven nuhs each 
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Within th»* hr^t ttir*"' --'.'Ci > ia} the 
foundation, tin- progr* -»•. and termination 
nf <mr niEth' - ,i'l\ enture Ihtrtng *5!'' 

fir~t Mace i found out th.it • ’\ clop-' w.ns 
inon.il h«* « a' h.ihli- 1 <> the shocking aiftn - 
tion .f *-1. • i» — .x tlnm: which pre\5ou«l> 

1 had n* \ « r Mi-qc'i ted If a man indulge -5 
m the warns habit of sleeping. all tin.'* 
••hill in .iurur.it am of Apollo himself, with 
the lior-e'. of Aurora to e\o< uto Ins no- 
tions avails him not lunir Oh Cyclops’ ’ 1 
exclaimed ‘ thou art mortal My fnend. 
thou OHirf-t ' Through the fint eh’\ en 
miles, however this infirmity — which 1 
srrieve to 1 -a> that he shared with the 
whole Paean Pantheon— bet raj ed itseir 
onlv by brief snatches. On wakintr up. 
he made an apology for himself, which, 
instead of mending matters, laid open a 
gloomy vista of coming disasters. The 
summer assizes, he reminded me. were now- 
going on at Lancaster . in consequence 
of which, for three nights and three 
days, he liad not lam down in a bed- 
During the day. he was waiting for his 
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own summons as a witness on the trial in 
which he was interested or el«e, lest In 
should be missing at the critical moment 
was drinking with the other witnesses 
under the pastor tl surveillance of the 
altornevs Dorms the night cit that part 
of it which at «*ea w ould form the middle 
watch hew is driving This etpl motion 
oertainh accounted for his drowsiness 
but in a wav which mndt it much more 
alarming since now after several dav s 
tesiatonce to this uifirrait} it U ngth he 
waaatendilv civmiwa) Throughout the 
second stage he pin more and more drovv- 
sv In the second irnlo of the third stage 
ho surrendered himself fin \llv and with- 
<ic« <t struggf*. fo hi? pprdavt tempfutwn 
All hi« past rcsi-tanee hud It u t 
dtepened the weight of hit lmal oppn s- 
svon Seven atmospheres of sleep rested 
upon hvtn and to consummate the com 
otir wortht Murd after singing “ I/no 
amongst the hOSis for perhaps thirty 
times without invitation and without 
applause had Sn « vengi moodily resigned 



!>k (>t i\n:v 

Imn j ' , lf t<> "luttni-T -nil* 

if the i u.u hmart ■«, hat d‘o p enough fw 

mf fil'd \ n- i t!m- it '.ft. aL"Ui ten 

mde- from }’ r - ‘.t<>n it I’.mie about that 3 
found i, iv >-i d !> ft m i h irge of hi' map -' v ' 
London and «>la*<g«i.» mail than miming 
it tin ie.i-i t w el\ o md*'- an hti’tr 

What tntde thf negligence I'"--' on* 
mintl than el-e n tnn-.t have In-on though', 
was the condition of the mad- at night 
during thi* a— t?o- lt% -im-ot it usually 
happewd that through utter exhaustion 
amongst men and horse- the road- -arth 
into profound 'ih-tv .• Ev opt the exhaus- 
tion m tlte \a.~t adjm ont < ountrv of York 
from a contested election no Mich silento 
succeeding to no «ueh fiery uproar was 
ever witnessed in England 

On this occasion, the usual sjjenee and 
solitude prevailed along the road. Not a 
hoof nor a wheel was to he heard And 
to strengthen this false luxurious confi- 
dence in the nof eless roads it happened 
also that the night was one of peculiar 
solemnity and peace. For my own part. 
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though shghtls nine to the pnssibihtit inf 
peril, 1 had so far j teldwl totheinflm m t of 
the imchU calm us to sink into a profound 
rererte The month was \ugust in the 
middle of whuh lit m\ own hirthd is — a 
fotml to ev» *n thoughtful nun *URtest- 
inj, solemn ami often M^h-horn thought* 
The i ounm w is m\ own nitise fount? 
—upon whirl* >n its southern section 
morn tlnn upon an\ equal iret known 
to man pastor present had ill '•<'< nth d 
the original itirsc oftihnir in us he moot 
form not mistenn*. tlu Imdic* oni\ of 
men os of «ln\es or i nminals in mines 
hut working through the fiert will Upon 
no i tjiul spv e of earth was or eier had 
been the same eneri.\ of human power 
put forth dull At this particular btason 
a Wo of thi assize^ that dreadful humcano 
of Right mil pursuit as it might h is e seem- 
ed to a stranger w liieh swept to and from 
I ire >«tf r nil d t' long hunting the coun 
trv up and down and ri „u)arli subsiding 
Inek into silent i aliout sunset could not 
fid (when united with this p< tmant nt di«- 
3'3 
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tm< 1*1 fi! ..*■ the \ cry rretro- 

j.«u>v '.»i(i i itn-io! cf i.ilxniri t r » point the 
th-ucii:* j i n a! i\ njxin tbit counter 

\i*.,on uf f« ** -if >- iivily from strif** 

.cut -nr’i w •i.'.''anb Mi tit to their 
iw r > t ! r i 'i t>>» profound! r aspirations 
of in ir > hf'.irt ar-’ iii *•/ httid* continually 
tr.ividlinc Oblnpn h upon our loft tec 
i. ore neaRnvr tin hm u inch nl*-o must, 
under the present t mumixtonte'. b*' 
ropeatimr the general state of halcyon 
repose. The ‘••■a, the atmo-phere. tin* 
hell*. bore v. ch an rrf.het.tr.il part m this 
universal lull. Moenhnht nn'l the* first 
timid trombhne*. of the dawn, w ere l<y thi* 
time idendine: anti the hlendmsrs wore 
brought into a suli more exquisite state 
of tmiry by n shcht sihery mist, motion* 
less and dreamy, that covered the woods 
and field*, but with a \ed of equable 
transparency Except the fed of our 
own horses, which running on a sand;, 
margin of the road, made but little dis- 
turbance. there was no sound abroad, 
in the clouds,, and on the earth, prevailed 
3:4 
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Iho same majestic peice ind in spue 
of all Ih it the Till un of a schoolm ister 
lias done for the rum of our subhnier 
thoughts which are the thoughts of 
our uifmc.'i we still htheie in no biu.li 
nonsense is *i limited itmosphere What- 
< \ or we ma\ swear with our filst feign 
mg lips in our faithful hi arts w t sAill be 
liei e and mibt Tor ei er below e »n fii Us of 
air traversing the total gulf bttwem nrth 
and the central ht«nen« Still in the 
tonhdmce of rhildnn that tread without 
fear ncry chamber in their father s hou*e 
and to whom no door is closed wt m 
that s lbbatic vision w Inch sometimes is 
rt waled for an hour upon mghts like 
till" ascend with ew steps from the 
sorrow -stricken fields of earth upwards 
to the sandals of tiod 

Suddt.nl' from thought b like llimt 
f w as aw akoned to a sullen «ound as of 
somt motion on tin diM int road Jt stole 
upon the air for a moment t h tents! 
inane but then it died awav Once 
roii«t d howe\er 1 could not hut observe 
3?5 
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with alarm the quickened motion of our 
horses Ten year;- experience had made 
my e> e learned in the t aluimr of motion • 
and I =av that ue were now running 
thirteen mile- an hour I pretend to no 
pre-urn *> of mind t in the contrary, my 
fear •- that I am miserable and shame- 
full;. debt tent m that quality as regard' 
action. The pais> of doubt and distrac- 
tion banns like some guiltt weight of 
dark unfathomed remembrances upon my 
energies nhen the signal is fit ing for 
action Bet. on the other hand, this ac- 
cursed sift 1 hat <• as regards thought, that 
in the first step towards the possibility of a 
misfortun- I see it- total evolution: in 
tlr* radix of tilt -trie- I -op ;oo certainly 
and tor. m-innnv its enure expansion! in 
the fi*-*t -vll.tble o r the dreadful ‘■emend*. 
I r> ..*i airevlj tl e ia-t It wji- not that 
I feared fo- o ( ;r-e' lW „ f\. our bulk and 

impotn < harmed £ . 2 ..>n-t peril in any 
coh 5- on. Audi h.-d ndd«m through tin 
n'.ev. hutairi d- or pern- >p, t . frightful 
to : { pro e!>, ~ , ro .fitter 0 f laughter 
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to look b irk upon, the first face of which 
was horror — the part in face a jest for am 
tramtj to re«t upon our tnten The 
mill wr» not built 1 felt assured norbo- 
fpol e that could betrat me a- ho trusted 
to its protw tton Rut im carriage that 
t\ t cotild mi et would bt fr ul and light in 
contpari-onofoursi lu s \nd I remarked 
this ominous ocudint of our vtuition 
We were on tin wrc«u suit of the roid 
But then it in »\ lit said the other port\ , 
if other there was nu„hl also he on the 
wrom, suio and tw o w ron-s tru 0 hl make 
aright Thai was not hkelj Thtsuna 
motive which had dnwn us to the right- 
hand side of the road— tr*r tin. hixurv of 
th» soft In. uen sand as contrasted v tth tilt 
pave*! centre— would prove attract n t to 
oth«.r> The monilur-i oarm^es would 
therefor* loofertunta be trnteliwgon 
tlio s line side 

L mler this stead\ though rapid anti- 
upation or the tail w hit h might l>* 
pr ithermv ahead ah l what a sullen 
tm stert of fear what a «igti of woe was 
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that "which stoic upon the air, as again 
the far-off sound of a wheel was 
heard ' A whisper it was — a whisper 
front, perhaps, four miles off — secretly 
announoinc a ruin that, being foreseen, 
wa*- not the less inevitable; that being 
known, was not therefore, healed. What 
i mild be done — who was it that could 
do it — to cheek the storm-flight of these 
maniacal horses? Could I not seize the 
leins from the grasp of the slumbering 
coachman? You reader, think that it 
would have been in your power to do so 
And I quarrel not with your estimate of 
\ ourself But, from the way in which the 
coachman's hand was viced between his 
upper and lower thigh, this was impossible. 

The sounds ahead strengthened, and 
were now too clearly the sounds of wheels. 
Who and what could it be ? Was it industry 
m a taxed cart ? Was it youthful gaiety in 
a gig ? Was it sorrow that loitered, or joy 
that raced? For as yet the snatches of 
sound were too intermitting, from distance, 
to decipher the character of the motion. 


02S 



THE VISION OP SUDDEN DEATH 


Whoever were the travellers &nnu thin ' 
must be done to warn them Upon Ihe 
other party rest a the uctm responsibility 
but upon ns— and w oo is me l that us w as 
redact d to mv frail ojmim-Mi vttcred self — 
r^sts the rt-poneilnlitv of v\ imin ' \et 
how should this be ucc omplishcil f ih *ht 
l not sound the puard s hum * lire vh , on 
the first tlmuphi I was making mv traj 
■over the roof to the nurds si* it But 
this, from the accident whu h 1 have men- 
tioned of the foreign mails hemp pib d up- 
on Dio roof w as a dilhcult and even danger 
oils attempt to one erumpt d bv nearlv time 
hundred miles of outside tr iv Mling \nd 
furtunatelv before I had lost much time in 
the itumpt our tr into borao aw ept round 
an tn r k of tht road winch open* d upon 
us tint find si i-p win re tht, iolh«ion 
must b* accomph-ht d and the catas 
troj he sealed Ml w as appur« ntl\ fnu-hed 
The court w is siUm? the tn-o wts heartl 
thojud>.c hud finished and onlv flit ver 
•diet was )tt ui arrenr 

Before us la% in avenue straight as 
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an arrow, -dx hundred vards. perhaps, in 
length . and the umbrageous trees, which 
rose in a tegular line from either side, 
meeting lmrh merhead. gave to it the 
eharat ti r of .1 cathedral aisle These 
tree-- lent a deeper solemnity to the early 
light but there ''as still light enough to 
percent at the further end of this Gothic 
•usle a frail reedy gig m which were 
seated a young man. and by his side a 
y oung ludv Ah y oung su 1 What are 
ton about 0 If it is requisite that you 
should whisper your communications to 
this toting huh — though really I sec no- 
body at an hour and on a road so soli- 
tary likely to overhear you- — is it there- 
fore requisite that you should cariy your 
lips forward to hers ' The little carriage 
is creeping on at one mile on hour, and 
the parties within it being thus tenderly 
engaged, arc naturally bending down their 
heads Between them and eternity, to 
all human calculation, there is but a 
minute and .i-lnilf Oh heavens! What 
is u that I --hall do* Speaking or acting. 
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"hit help can 1 offer 0 Strang it is md 
to a mens auditor of the tale might stun 
Uuglnble th it 1 should nctd i sugges- 
tion from the Iliad to prompt the sole 
resource th it reni lined \ et «o it n a 1 * 
Suddtnlr 1 renumbered tin shout or 
\clulles, and its <ffict Rut could 1 pre- 
tend tci shout hlii thi m«i of Pi hub aided 
)»t P dhs » No hut then l nceth d not tht 
shout thit should ilann all Vo » nnhtim 
such a shout "ould Miflkt as might 
cam terrormto the hearts of two iboughl- 
less \ouiu ptople and ont gig horst 
I shouted — wd tlm soun,. man heard 
me not \ second time 1 shorn til-— and 
no" ho heard me for nov. ho raised his 
V>\_ Yd 

Here, then all had been done thit b\ 
me, could ho done mart on my part was. 
not possilitc Mine had Ktn the Itnt 
step, the second nna for tht 'oving mtt\» 
the third tor God It said 1 ilusstruwtr 
is a brave man, and if indeed he loi os 
the \ onn r girt at his side — or lo\ in,, her 
not if lit ftels the ohhg itton pressing 
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up«n e\ery man worthy to be called 4 
man. of dome In- utmost for a woman 
confided to in- protection — he will at 
least make -ome effort to save her. If 
that fail-. h*‘ will not perish the more, or 
b\ a death more cruel, for bavins made 
it and he will die .is a brave man should, 
v ith m- face to the dansrer. and with hi; 
arm about the woman that he soueht tn 
vein to -ace But. if he make- no etTort. 
-hrinkimr- without a struggle. from hi- 
duty, he himself trill no: the le«s certainly 
pen-h for thi< ba-eness of poltroonery 
He will die no less : and why not’’’ 
Wherefore -hoitld ’-e trneve that there is 
one craven le-s m the world? No: l*f 
hun perish, without a nltyimr though* of 
our« wasted upon hunt ar.d.ni that case, 
all cair gr<ef will be reserved for the fate 
of the helple-s mrl who now. upon the 
lea-’ shadow of failure in him. mu-t. by 
the fiercest of trr.n-iatmn- — must, with- 
out time for a prayer — mu-t within 
seventy seconds stan 1 before tin jmlc- 
nien‘-<.<- ; ,t of Hod. 
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But craven he ms not sudili n h id 
been tht call upon him anti «uddtn 
his answ er to ih« call He -aw lie lie trd 
lie comprehended ttic ruin thit was 
T.mnm c ton nlri id\ its ^loorot Mndow 
darktned abott him and nln ulv hi was 
me i«unnt. Ins stn n„th to <h il with it 
W What a vulgar thin., dots murine 
semi w hm wi vei notions hmin r it mil 
f» ellmj.it tor astullm_ idi\ ih ' »li\u 
sublime thing does i our igt -i * m w hi n 
some fearful s nnnions on tin ^.re a dttjw 
of life o imea n man as if running hi - 
fore a humcmi up to thi gidd) crist 
ot some tumultuous crisis from which hi 
twotourst- and a \ nice suss to him 
WidtfoV. <Ym was W*. Wp* CtVv \V«.- 
other, and mourn for tier' How grund 
a triumph if even thin amulst the 
ravine ot all around him and the freoz> 
of tht dancer, the man is ablt to confront 
Ins situation — is able to retire for a mo- 
ment into solitude with God and to «etk 
his coon-el from Ihtn l 

I or set en seconds it might he of his 
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serentv. the stramrer settled his counte- 
nance steadfastly upon us. as if to search 
and value e\ ery element in the conflict 
before him F m hve seconds more of his 
*event\ he sat immovably like one that 
mu«ed on «ome trreat purpose For five 
more perhaps he sat -with eyes upraised, 
like one that prayed m sorrow, under 
cnmt' extremity of doubt, for light that 
should cruule him to the better choice. 
Then suddenly he rose- stood upright; 
and by a powerful strain upon the reins, 
raisincr his horse s fore-feet from the 
trround he slewed him round on the pivot 
of his hind-lesrs. so as to plant the little 
equipaue in a position nearly at right 
angles to ours. Thus far his condition 
was not improved . except as a first step 
had been taken towards the possibility of 
a second. If no more were done nothing 
was done : for the little carriage still oc- 
cupied the very centre or our path, though 
in an altered direction. Yet even now it 
may not be too late - fifteen of the seventy 
.second« may still be unexhausted: and one 
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almighty bound mi' a\ ul to cie n the 
ground Hurn , then hurrv ' for the 
11} mg moments — they hurrj ’ Oh hurrv 
hum m\ bra\ e \ oung man 1 for the cruel 
hoof* of our hors«s> — they at-o hum * 
Ta t ire the flung moments filter art. 
tht hoof- of our hordes But fc.ar nnt for 
hun if hum in ent rg\ < an snffieo f mhful 
was he that dism to his terrific duta 
faithful w is tht hor-c to fits coititmind 
One blow one impulse ,.inn with \tncc 
ind hand h\ thestrm^tr «m» rush from 
tilt horse one bound as if in tin act of 
rising to i fence landt d the docile crea- 
ture s fore-feei upon the crown or arch- 
ing tt ntn of the roul The larger halt 
of the little compact hntl then cleared 
our oicTtowcring shadow that w as evi- 
dent even to mv own iguated *uht But 
it mitiered little that one wrick should 
float nil m soft t\ if upon the w tp< k th it 
pen-litd v,er< emlnrked tin. hum in 
freight ige Tht rear p irt of tht carnage 
—was that cf rtainh bemud the line of 
ahsolutt nun 1 I\ lint power could an-\ur 
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the 'juesnon ' < Hance of eye. thought of 
man tvirur of anuel v. inch of these had 
speed enoutrh to sweep between the 
question anil the answer, and divide the one 
from th'-utlier ‘ Luriit does not tread upon 
the '-top*, of light more mdmsibly. than 
did our all-conquering arrival upon the 
escapin'! effort'- of the gig. That must 
the votin'! tnan hate felt too plainly. Hi? 
hack was now turned to us. not by sight 
could he any longer communicate with 
the peril, but b\ the dreadful rattle of our 
harness, too trait had his ear been in- 
structed — that all was fint'died unregard- 
ed any further effort of In ' s Already in 
resignation he had rested from Ins 
struggle, and perhaps in his heart he 
was whtspenner. * Father, which art in 
heaven do Thou finish above tvhat I on 
earth have attempted." Faster than ever 
mill-race we ran past them in out inexor- 
able fiitrht Oh. raving of hurricanes that 
must have sounded in their young ears at. 
the moment of our transit i Even in that 
moment the thunder of collision spoke 
336 



THE VISION Ob Si OPEN DrVTH 


aloud Luherwith the s\\m»le-l>ar or 
w i tli the It ninth of our neir lfudtr »i 
hid struck the o(F»vrheel of the little mp 
which stood rithtr ohlnjnch »nd nut 
«pute so fur uUam ed is to In. ai.uirtt( It 
ji ir ilh l \\ uh th< near wheel I hi blow 
from tin fur» of <>»r p iss i_( resounded 
temtu \U\ l tost in horror w t- »ti opnn 
thonunsui im.lii ti no t nised l mm 
m> elec tied station l looked diwn ind 
looked lvw k upon the sieue tshuhm \ 
tnnniem mW its own uh tnd wrote ill 
it* - record'! on im he irt for ever 

Hero vt us the imp of the passion th \t 
non hud hni-htd Hu horse w is plant* d 
nnmmnhh with his fore-h «•« upon the 
pwtd crest of ttu i on t nil mud IU of 
the whole p irt\ mu. hi tw. supposed on 
tomhedbl tlu pjs"»>o rf death Theliltlc 
t- ins carnage — p trtlc , perhaps from the 
violent torsion of the wheels in its recent 
most merit part I \ from the thumb rinjj 
blow w i had pt\»n to u — as if it mpu- 
th«edwithhumnn horror v. \s ullaliu with 
tremhhn„H and «tm etin,?' The toon? 
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man trembled not. nor shhered. He sat 
like a rock But hr; was the steadiness 
of agitation froren into rest by horror. 
As yet he dared not to look round : for he 
knew that, if an\ thing remained to do. by 
him it could no lontrer be done. And as 
yet he knew not for certain if their safety 
were accomplished. But the lady — 

But the lady — ! h>h. heavens’, 'trill 
t lint spectacle ever depart from my 
dreams, as she rose and sank upon her 
seat, sank and rose, threw up her arms 
wildly to heaven, clutched at some vision- 
ary object in the air. fainting, praying, 
raving, despairing ? Figure to yourself, 
reader, the elements of the case: suffer 
me to recall before your mind the cir- 
cumstances of that unparalleled situation. 
From the silence and deep peace of this 
saintly summer night — from the pathetic 
blending of this sweet moonlight, dawn- 
light. dreamlight — from the manly tender- 
ness of this flattering, whispering, 
murmuring love — suddenly as from the 
woods and fields— suddenly as from the 
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chambers ol the air opening m re' elMton 
— suddenly as from tho cround s awrunp 
at her feet, leaped upon her, with the 
flashing of cat ir icts Death the crooned 
phantom, with all the tcpupape of his 
terror*, and the tigt r roar of hia voice 
The moments v, cn numbered the 
strife « as finished th» i ision \\ as closed 
In the tn-jnkhn.- of an eie <mr flung 
horst s h ul earned us to the termination 
of the umbrage ous aisle at right angles 
wo wheeled into our former direction 
the tum of the ro id carried tho scene out 
of im c\es m an instant and swept it 
into m> dreams for o\er 
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action He fell upon lus face, on the Hpot 
which was eosered with bin floor secre- 
tary V blood 

Hurds. who w*uh u few steps front 
him. turiniifr round, saw tliree men raisinfi 
him uj> “Thin have done for me at 
Iset. Hards,” Haiti he ‘‘1 hofio not.” 
tried Hardy — “ Ye,s," he replied, “mv 
huehhone is sliot throujrh " Yet even 
now, not foi a moment losing his presence 
of mind, lie obsoned. as they w ere cany- 
ini: him down the ladder, that the tiller- 
ropes, winch had hecn shot awttv, were 
not set replaced, and ordered that new 
ones should he ime immediately; then 
that lit" might mu he seen bs the cress*, he 
*ook <mt ho. hantlk ei chief, and eoseretl 
lus fate and lus stars- Hud he but cmi- 

eoafftf bailees of honour from the 

eta ms, England perhaps would not base 
bail t ausi> i«, r<*eei\e with norms the 
( ,f !h<* buttle of Tr.ifulr.tr, 
lie < ‘x L-jnt was crowded with wound* 
<d md its in;* mm, o\, r v.biee boda-s he 
v,,e. with s.on,. ddUi’ults conveyed, mid 
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Hid upon a pallet in the mul«hipmen s 
It was ■soon perceived, upon ex 
munation, that the wound was mortil 
This, however was, concealed from all 
except C iptwn Hattiv the chaptivn ind 
the m< die vl attend inf* He himself bein^ 

certain front the sens ttion in Ins hue k 
and the n ush of blond he felt momently 
within his hreast that no human « arc 
could uv nl him insisted that the ‘•urt.eon 
should leave him rod \ttLnd to those to 
whom he nnUu be useful for, said he 
‘ son can do nothin,, for nu 

All th it could he done w is to fan him 
with paper and freqtw nth topne him 
lemon wlo to lllcvmle Ins intense tlnrst 
He was m preat p »n and expressed 
much anxielv for the event of the action 
which now 1 m ’an to declare itself \s 
often es i ship smirk the crew oi the 
Pi dory hurrahed and at even hurrah a 
visible exprisvjon of jov eleamed m the 
ei es iml marked the countenance of the 
dtmphero Dut he became impatient to 
see Hanlj and as that officer though 
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often. sent for. t mild not leave the deck, 
Nelson feared that some fatal (‘ante pre- 
vented him and repeat cdh cried “Will 
no one lirme Hanlv to me ’ lie tn»M he 
killed lie is snreh dead ' 

Vn hour and ten minutes elapsed from 
the tune when Nelson received ins wound 
before Hardv could tome to him. They 
shook hands m silence. Hnrdv in vain 
stnurjrhntr to suppress the feehmrs of that 
most painful and v et suhhmest moment. 

Yt ell H.rnlv said Nelson. 'how ones 
the dav with ns ’’ — “ Yerv well.” replied 
Hnrdv ' Ten ships have struck : hut five 
of the van have tacked and show an 
intention to hear down upon the Victory 
I have tailed two or three of our fresh 
ships round ami have no doubt of <rivhnr 
them a druhhmtr “ 1 hope “ said Nel- 
son. “ none or mir ships have struck > ‘ — 

Hardv answered "There was no fear of 
that.” 

Then, and not nil then Nelson spoke 
of lumself. • 1 am a dead man. Hardv.” 
said he 1 am jromg fast ; it will he all 
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mrr with me _oou Come nearer to mt 
Let on dent Lid\ Hamilton lia\c m\ Uur 
and nil oilur things belonging to me 
IlartU oh-ened thtthe hoped Mr He itt> 
could \<*t hold out satm prospect of life 
Oh m hi nphui it is impossihh 
Mi hath h shot through Beittt will 
tell ion « Hard) thin omi more 
shook l\ mds with hun mil with i heart 
almost hurstuv hastened upon dei k 

Bv this time ill fiehng la low tin 
hrtini wiii _one and Nelson limn,, 
math the surti on nst ertsm this said t<* 
him ^ mt know l un ..one l know d 
1 fit I si mi thin- rising m mi breast 
pmti»_ his hand otj hts lilt Mde which 
u ih me so (itu* u|«on finrtft s mnmr- 
m„ wheiher 1m pain win un gn it ho 
nph<0 v» greni that he wished ht »w 
dfad 'let end lit m a lower \mtt 
'me w mild hkp to live a UttU longer too 
(upturn IlnnK «otm hits minutes 
dur li h id left the oock-pil nturnid 
aw! »g »w tiling the hand < f hi* dung 
friend unit inmmander congt ltuUteit 
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him on ha\ invr trained a complete victory. 
How mam of the enemy were taken he 
<ht! not know, a 1 - it wa« impossible to 
percent' them distinctly . hut fourteen 
or fifteen at least "That's- well.” cried 
Nelson.' hut 1 bargained for twenty/ 
And then in a stronger \oicc he said 
“ Anchor. Hard} . anchor " Hardy upon 
this, hinted that Admiral Colhngwood 
would take upon himself the direction of 
affairs. ” Not while 1 h\e. Hardy."' said 
the dying Nelson, ineffectually cn- 
■deavonrintr to raise himself from the bed ; 

do you ant hor Hts previous orders 
for preparing to anchor had shown how 
•clearly he foresaw the necessity of (his 
Presently calling Hardy back, he said 
to lnm in a low voice. “ Don't throw me 
overboard ; and lie desired that he might 
he buried bv his parents, unless it should 
please the king to order otherwise. 

"Kiss me. Hardy.” said he Hardy 
knelt down and kissed his cheek : and 
Nelson said. Now I am satisfied. Thank 
Hod, I have done my duty ’ ’ Hardy 
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stood over him in silence for i moment 
or two, then knelt npun and kissed 1ns 
forehead ‘Who is that ? said Nelson 
and bemft informed he replied ‘ l»od 
bless )on llarriv \nd Hardy then left 
him for ever 

Nelson now desired to he turned 
upon his right side, and said I wish 1 
had not left the deck for I sh ilt soon he 
tone Deith n is indeed r i pid l) 
approaching He said to the clutplun, 
“Doctor, 1 line not been a grrat 
smmr ’ and after a short pulse 
Remember th it 1 leme Lad\ Hamilton 
and «j> daughter Horatia ns a lepa<\ to 
mj coiintr) ’ His articulation now be- 
came dilUcult but he was distinctly 
heard to pay Th ink Owl I have done 
nvs dutj 1 These words lie repeated!' 
pronounced and thci were the list 
words which ho uttered He cxjnnd at 
Hurt) minutes after four— three hours and 
a quarter after he hail rot,ci\ ed hv» wound 
The death of Nelson was felt in {Mid- 
land as something more than a public 
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< alaimu >n«*n started nt the intolhsrence. 
.<n«i turned ,m!M,s ,f tfl „ v | ind heard of 
il)“ iov-< ( ,f a ili ar friend. An object nf 
our admiration anil u’feetion of our pride 
!m,i " f ,nir hopes. w suddenly taken 
from us , ami n seemed n« if Vo lu-1 
1,1 w r *dl then known how deeply w o 
amJ ro\ r-ronooil him Wluu the 
">nmr\ hud Imt m Us -Treat naval hero— 
du -reat O' t of our (wn <in ,j „f , t ll 

former time'. —was- scarce! v taken into the 
•lotomn of irnef. 


So l ,er *eoth, indeed, had lie perform- 
’d his pari that the maritime war. 
•’ ri " r to* battle or Trafalgar, was con- 
adored at an end. The fleets of the 
mum were not merely defe.ited. but 
( t>tro\C(i , now naMes must he Imilu 
and a new race of seamen reared for 
hem. before the possibility of their in- 
in c our shores could atrain he con- 
nphited. It was not. therefore, front 
any selfish reflection upon the magnitude 
^rmr loss that we mourned for him : the 

al sorrow was c f a higher character. 
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The people of England grie\ ed that 
fuxier il « eremnmes mil public innnu 
meals anil posthumous rewards w m ill 
which thC\ coulil bestow upon hint 
whom the hmjr tlic U „is| it ur» and the 
nuticm would ha'i alike delighted to 
honour nboineun lonjut would ha\e 
We« ed whose presence m mr\ 
Milage through which hi inikht hue 
passed would have wikined the church- 
hells, have «ri\en Mhoolho\s a holuhw , 
hi\e drawn tluldrcn from their sports 
to gare upon him *»nd old men 
from th* clumne\ -comer to look upon 
Nel«nn ere thev died 

The victor' of Tratil P ir w is cele- 
brated indeed with the ustinl forms of 
rejoicing hut the' were without jot 
for such alre*id\ w as the glorj of the 
British nu" , through Net on 8 surf-ss- 
me genius thst it scarce!' seemtsl to 
ns n\e am addition from the most 
signal victor' that e'er was achie\id 
upon the seas , and the destruction of 
this might' fleet, b' whmh dl tie 
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maritime «cheme < - of France were totally 
frustrated. h.irdlv appeared to add to our 
'•count} or Mrencth ; for while Nelson 
v. inincr i<> watch the combined squad- 
ron- of the enemy, we felt ourselves as 
sci urc as now. when they were no longer 
in existence 

There w as reason to suppose, from 
the appearance? upon opening hi? body, 
that in the course of nature he might 
hate attained like his father, to a good 
old acre Yet he cannot be said to have 
fallen prematurely whose work was done; 
nor on eh t he to be lamented who died 
so full of honours and at the height of 
human fame. 

The most triumphant death is that 
of the martyr ; the most awful, that of 
the martyred patriot ; the most splendid, 
that of the hero in the hour of victory: 
and ir the chariot and the horse? of fire 
had been vouchsafed for Nelson's trans- 
lation. he could scarcely have departed 
m a brighter blaze of glory. He has left 
• not. indeed his mantle of inspiration. 
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but a name and an example " Inch are 
at this horn inspiring thousands of the 
} oaths of England— a name which is our 
pride, and nn example which mil con 
tume to be our shit M and our strength 
Thus it is that thi spirits cf the great 
and the wise continue to h\ e and to ut t 
after them 
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MACAULAY 

The Trial of Warren Hastings 

Thi- preparations tor tin trial h ul pro* 
< ceded rjpidh an<l on (In thmunth of 
Klmun ltbM the ‘•ittin r ,>» or tin Court 
cotnini net'll There ha\i be^n i'l'ecturic*- 
mnn <1 i 77 lm,. t» tht e\e mnn ^or^eous. 
tilth jew ellerv 4ml cloth of >.n|d twin 
utlrii im* tn f.ro\in-up children than tlul 
w huh was then exhibited it \\t 3111110- 
«itcp bid, perhaps there nrxir was u 
-putuclo so well cskuliitcd toMriki u 
hi„lrt> ctiUtvnttd ureflietinp an mmpii- 
iiti\i mind Ml the > Itrions kinds or 
mu r< 'l «|mh betonj, to tin tu ir and to 
the ihst ini to thi pre-unt and to the 
pvd wen collected on nni a pot and m 
oil* hour Ml the t dints and all Ui« 
JsJ 
a 
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jierornph'diments which are developed hj 
liberty anti civilisation were now dis- 
played. with every advantage that could 
he derived both from co-operation and 
from contract Every step in the pro- 
•ceedinirs earned the mind either back- 
ward, throiurh many troubled centuries, 
to the days when the foundations of our 
constitution were hud : or far away, over 
boundless -eas and deserts, to dusky 
nations living under strange stars, wor- 
shipping strange gods, and writing 
strange characters from the right to left. 
The High Court of Parliament was to sit 
according to forms handed down from the 
dais of the Plantagenets. on an English- 
man accused of exercising tyranny o\er 
t he lord of the holy city of Benares, and 
over the ladies of the princely house of 
Oude 

The place was worthy of such «» 
trial It was the great hall of William 
Rufus, the hall which had resounded 
with acclamations at the inauguration of 
thirty kings, the hall which had witnessed 
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the just sentence of Bacon and tlu 
just absolution of Somers the hall w hero 
the eloquence of Strafford had for u mo 
inent awed owl melt'd \ \ictonous part\ 
inflamed with just resentment the hill 
where Charles had eonfronted the }!i n )> 
Court of Justice with the placid eouripi 
which lias half redeemed his fanit 
Neither miht ir\ nor ci\il poinji w as w tint- 
mp The uumus wen hmd withprtni 
diers The streets wert kept cUir h> 
covalr\ The jicers robed in gold and 
ermine, w ere mardialh d b\ the her itiN 
under Garter Kinp-at* inns The judees 
in their reMromts of Mate attended to 
puo ndtiro on |>oints of luv Sear a 
hundred and *.e%cnt\ lords three fourths 
of the Upper House os the Upper Houm 
then v, ns, w alkcd m solemn order from 
their usual ptaee of assembling to the 
tribunal The junior Baron present led 
the waj, Georpe Eliott 1 ord Heafhhthl, 
rccenth « nnoblcd for his memorable 
defence of Gibraltar apamst the fleets und 
armies of France and Sp tin The lon n 
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prof (‘s-iim w as c losed !'}' DuLp 
N orfolk. Ear) Marshal of the realtm by 
tin* urea* dignitaries. and by the bro aer^ 
attil inn- of the King Last of :t I! 
tin* Print o of Wales, conspicuous by hi> 
nn<- i>er-on anti noiiie hearing. Tlte ? IV - 
■ •!<! wall- were hung with scarlet- ’E‘ e 
limit galleries were crowded by an 
un‘ f -nth a- has rarely etched the Lars 
or tne emulation of an orator. The*e 
v-ere trathered together, from all par*- 
a "Teat, free enhuhtened. and prosperou- 
t moire, urate and female loveliness- v ' ” 
an*l learning, the representatives of e'er' 
-t tente and of etery art. There v.t'f’ 
seated rrmnd the tjueen the fair-haired 
voting daughters of the Hon«e of Brim-* 
with. There the Ambassadors of great 
King- anti Commonwealths gared with 
admiration on a spectacle which no othe* 
country in the world could pre.-eni- 
There Sitltlons. in the prime of her majes- 
tic beauty, looked with emotion on a 
ene surpassinu all the imitations of the 
-"taut . There the historian of the Roman 
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rmpiro thoii„hl of the il in s n\ hi n * i< i r<> 
pleided the < uu^o of SwiIn i-unsi 
Vcrrcs and whin before a sennit \\ hn li 
still n turned mm show nf frttdom 
T it'll ui thundered n,_ unst the opprissor 
of Arne « Then wire *-i*n sale In suit 
the ^eat punter and the „rt atost «ch<d ir 
of the i n i. The upt t tai 11 h id ullurt.il 
UlNnolds from tin cwl \\ Inc h has pn - 
bOnetl tons tiu thoughtful fort heads of so 
tni'h) writers and statesman and tlu 
ewptt smiles of i,o mans nohh matrons 
it hid wdurol Parr to suspend his l damn 
in that dvrk and profound mine from 
which ho hud exinu ud a tint 
treasure of erudition a In. isure too ofun 
huriCtl vn the earth too nftrn puradtd 
with uy utht tons and molt ^ ant Ostent ttnm 
but Mill pn t ions m assist md bphndul 
Then, uppt ired the ' nluptnous t harms of 
her to whom the heir to thi throne hud 
in i-co rt l plif-httd his faith Thin too 
was she the beautiful mother of a b* mti- 
fnlrare the Snni Ct cilia whose delu itt 
b atures lighted up b' lost and um-it m 
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has rescued from the common decay. 
There were the members of that brilliant 
-octet} which quoted, criticized and ex- 
chanced repartees, under the rich pea- 
oot k hangings of Mrs Montague. And 
there the ladies whose lips, more persua* 
-i\t* than those of Fox himself, bad 
(.lined the Westminster election against 
palace and trensurv. shone round Geor- 
sriana. Duchess of Devonshire. 

The Serjeants made proclamation. 
Ha-tings ach aneed to the bar. and bent 
hi- knee The culprit was indeed not 
unworthy of that great presence. He had 
ruled an extensive and populous county} • 
had made laws and treaties, had sent forth 
armies, had set up and pulled down prin- 
ce- And m hts high place he had so 
home himself, that all had feared him. that 
most had loved him. and that hatred itself 
could deny him no title to glory, except 
virtue. He looked like a great man. and 
not like a bad man. A person small and 
emaciated, yet deriving dignity from a 
carriage which, while it indicated deference 
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to the Court, indicated aNo hahutnl self- 
possession find self-resptct, n lu^h and 
intellectual forehead a brow pcnsia t but 
not tJooinj a month of inflexible decision 
» f too ]>alo and worn but serenr on w Inch 
'ft as written, as It tftbh as uniter the pic- 
ture in the councils, hambir at Client ta 
3lens uf qua in anliut nu It n is Iho 
aspect with which the treat Pro-consul 
presented himself to lus judges 

His counsel accompanied him men all 
of whom w ere afterwards rm«cd b\ their 
talents and luirnin,r to the Inube-t posts 
in their profession the bold and aimnjr- 
inmdctl Law afterwards Chief IiMtce of 
the Kin,. s Bench the more hum me and 
elmpnnt Dillfls, afterwards Chief fustiio 
of the Common Pleis and Plomer who 
»e ir twint\ \eare liter Mire e-sfnlh con- 
ducted in the s me Hi^h Court the defince 
o! Jyjrd 11th die and aubsciju* mh became 
\ n e-Chancellor and Master of the Bolls 
Hut neither the tulpnt nor his ad lo- 
cates attracted so much notuo aa tho 
accusers In the midst of the blare of red 
359 



THIAL <>!- WARREN’ HASTIN'*^ 

draper} . a -|ia< e liafl been fitted up 
green hem lie 1 , and tables for the Luminous 
The manairer*' with Burke at their hea'i^ 
appear* d in fuli dross The collector" 01 
gossip did not fail to remark that eten 
Vox sroneralh •-< » regardless of his appear- 
ant t had paid to the illustrious tribunal 
the i omjiliinent of wearing a hair and 
.sv, urd Pitt had refuted to be one of the 
< undue tor« of the impeachment: and hit 
commanding eopious. and sonorous elo- 
quence was wanting to that great muster 
of various talents Age and bltndne-s had 
unfitted Lord North for thp duties or a 
public prosecutor : and his friends were 
left without the help of his excellent sense, 
his tact and his urbanity. But in spite of 
the absence of these two distinguished 
members of the Lower House, the box in 
which the managers stood contain- 
ed an array of speakers such as 
perhaps had not appeared together since 
the trreat age of Athenian eloquence 
There were Fox and Sheridan, the Ennlirii 
Demosthenes and the English Hvperides. 
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Tlw.ro w«s ihirki i^normt unhid ir 
no_liiani of the art of ad i|>lin n Ins rea-on* 
tnd |m st\li to the cupm »t\ ind 
tnsto of hii heart rs Init in imjdiuidi of 
coni|irclu nMon ami m hne-m of imum 
lion supt nor to «i*rj uritur anoint or 
modem Then with « us n.ven ntnlh 
limlotiBurLt «)»j« and tin finest p unli'- 
mm of tin ))>.« his form iitiel«|ipil h\ 
♦ > n> m uil\ t m n I'-e Ins fm p lie miin n with 
intclhnenrt. mil -jnnt the in r vniou«« tin 
clmnlroiw, tin hi}.h-suuli d \\ intlh im Nor 
though surrounded l>\ mu h men did tin 
minimi r juss tinnotnul hnn 
a,,e whtn most of thost who distinguish 
thenu>ehe« in lift \rc null font ending for 
I>ri7»N and Iclton chips at • olii u* In 
hail won for himsi If » i on*pu wuis jdut 
in |i irh mu nt No n»I\ untune of fomint or 
connection t»a> waniin}. tint could sit olf 
to the btuhl his *«j»h mini t ilt tits 
and lit* vtitileniisfied honour U tiunii- 
tlircn he has laen thonj_hi worths to l« 
r inked with tin \ct« ran statesmen who 
aj>|)«a«d w tl« ilMe^ms of th Hriti-di 
SCx 
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Commons, at the liar, of the British nohi- 
Iit s All who Mood at that har. save him 
alone are trone culprit . advocates, accus- 
er^ To the sreneration which is now in 
the Miroiir of life he is the sole represent- 
atiu of a irreat atre which had passed 
aw at Rm those who. within the List ten 
Wiie. hate listened with delight, till the 
momma Min shone on the tapestries of 
the Hou«e of Lords, to the lofty and 
•miniated eloquence of Charles Earl Grey- 
are able to form some estimate of the 
pow ers of a race of men ainonsr whom he 
wa-- not the foremost 

The charge 5 and the answers of Has- 
tings were first read. The ceremony 
'•et npied iw'o whole days and was ren- 
dered less tedious than it would other- 
wise hate been by the silver voice and 
ju-t emphasis of Cowper. the clerk of 
the Court, a near relation of the .uniable 
poet. On the third day Burke ro^e. 
Lour sittings were occupied by his open- 
ing speech, which was intended to be a 
treneral introduction to all the charges. 
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With on exuberance of thought anil a 
splendour of diction which more than 
suisfnd the hi»td\ Tiused expectation 
of tin audience he ilewiW the i h-ir- 
ietif and institution* of the names of 
Indi i rei minted tlie t ire nmst \nces in 
wlnelt thi \sntic i mpitc of Britain had 
origin «tcd and set forth the constitution 
d llK l omp in\ and of tlie I ngh'-h Pre- 
sidcmtcs liny inf. thus attempted to 
CoittttninK ile to hi* hi in r* in idea of 
ri*s«trn society a* \n id as that which 
existed in his own mind he pruceidid to 
irratun the administration of {fastings 
«s sxsteimtic'illi ronduOi d m difimce 
of morality and pnMic h« The i nergj 
md ji ithos of tho jrrcit oritor extorted 
« x[>r« ->ions of unwonted admir itton from 
tin *Urti ami hostile Chinctllor and 
for i moment seemed to pterev i\on the 
re*olnu heart of tlu def» nd mt The 
l \dic s m the galleries unac' uMomed to 
hiuti display * of elonucnco excited hj 
the sub mint j i>r tlu occasion and perhaps 
jmt nnw dlirt^ to di-pi >\ their taste and 
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sensibility. were in a Mate of uncontrol- 
lable emotion Handkerchiefs were pull- 
ed out: smclhnsr bottles were handed 
round In stern al sobs and screams were 
heard, and Mrs Sheridan was earned out 
m a fit. At length the oratoi concluded 
Raisins; his \ oh e till the old art lies of 
lie’ll oak resounded. 'Therefoie.* said 
he. hath it with all confidence been or- 
dered. In the Commons of Great Britain, 
that I impeach him in the name of the 
'Commons' House of Parliament, whose 
trust lie has betrai ed. 1 impeach him 
in the name of t he Enuli'-h nation, whose 
ancient honour he had sullied. I impeach 
him in the name of the people of India, 
whose njrhts lie has trodden under foot 
and whose country he has turned into a 
desert. Lastly m the name of human 
nature itself, in the name of both sexes, 
in the name of every j<re. in the name of 
every rank. I impeach the common enemy 
-and oppressor of all ! “ 

M hen the deep murmur of vaiious 
•emotions had subsided. Mr Fox rose to 
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address tht lords tin_ tin toursn- 

or pro, tulm.. to h, follow*, > n„ wish 
of th« t« , iwn nil, ih it tin Court would 
linn, to u < i(m the im estimation of iht 
fir»i , li ir^i Ik fort the m < on, I w «s opt m ,1 

Tlw wi'h of Humiiw* awl of I ’ 1 ' 1 lounge l 

w ts thti iht m to W r* should open ill 
ilu thirsts mil prmhit, ullilu t\«l, noc- 
for tin prosirmiou fa for, ill, <I«fem,c 
lu^m Tin l unis nun, l to ilnirnwn 
llou-t to (oivmlir tin »|Ut si ion The 
thimtllor look Iht m,|, of Muslim.** 

I on l I >u|.hlM,n«u.h who «us now m 
o|ip, Mlton HupjMiricl th, drni tnd of t)u. 
in mu., r» riu , l,\ is, on show , ,1 which 
v\ n\ III, im hn iiioo of llu minim, 1 1, ,„,hL 
l ttttjtnn >4 in nr ibm )<> <->?» thrufal 
m f i\,mr of tlu , ours, tor who h II ivu„ 0 s 
, ooi, mini 

Wlunth, l,ntn-rt u^nm Mr Inj. 
«v*.r imI In Mr 1 r>\ ojumd ihe , hurj., 
n sj , , «m„< tu \U 4 'm^ii nwf s, \t rat itujs 
w, r, *p» nt in rtuihnt. p«t , r* untl hi mm. 
muii.s s Tlu nexi irticlt « is il,,t 
rclnim- !< ih, Inn, esses of I hide 
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The conduct of this part of the case was 
entrusted to Sheridan The curiosity of 
the public to hour him was unbounded 
His sparkling; and hisrhly finished declam- 
ation lasted two days ; but the Hall was 
crowded to suffocation during the whole 
time It was said that fifty guineas had 
been paid for a single ticket. Sheridan, 
when he concluded, contrived, with a 
knowledge of stage effect which his father 
might have envied, to sink back, as if 
exhausted, into the arms of Burke, who 
hugged him with the enemy of irenerons 
admiration. 

June was now far advanced. The 
session could not last much longer : and 
the progress which had been made in- the 
impeachment was not very satisfactory. 
There were twenty charges On two 
-only of these had even the case for the 
prosecution been heard ; and it was now 
a year since Hastings had been admitted 
to bail. 

The interest taken by the public in 
the trial was great when the Court began 
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to ait, and rose to the height w hen Mitn- 
dan «poke on the charge relatm_ to the 
Begums Prom tint time the excitement 
went down fast Th< spectacle had {«k< 
the attraction of noteltj The grt it 
tlibpht s of rht tone w ere m er \\ h « 
tv as behind was not of u n ititre io intiet 
men of letter 1 ! from their Itookv m tin 
morning or to tempt fadie- who h id lift 
the nmquerwie at two to he out of bed 
before ught Then remumtl e\ immj- 
tions and i ros&-< i tinm mons Tin r« 
remained statement* of accounts Then 
rem uned the r»jdin„ of paper** filled 
tilth words unintelligible to Engi>«|i oir- 
with lacs and cron*, remind jr* and 
annul- aunnitds and perw annahs jaghires 
and nu**urw* There remained lm ker- 
iDg** not nlwuv* eametl on with the be-i 
tadeoMuth the he-t temper between 
the m mager* of the impeai lunent and 
the ooiurwl for the defence pmieulnrt) 
between Mr Burke and ilr I*»w Tluri 
remained the emlle-s m irchos usd count e- 
roarcbes of thi Peers betwien their housi 
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, l5! i| the Hitll . fur a- often n- |.ulm of 

v. . i - Ju he lii-u it— i*ii 1 1 r**s *■ 
ti'tin 1 ! t*» ‘li-« ts-<» it .tji.tr: and 5 ht- curt' 
-cijitcnct v. it - . .t- a i’eer wittiH ‘•aid t lui! 
the .fudge- walked and iff :n.if *.* til. 

li i- to be added tit it in the * i j>nmr 
of when titu trial < ommcnecd. tm 

itiijiuitant ipieMion cither of tlumcMic or 
foreign |>oh< \ . m < upi“d slic juihlti nmirt. 
'I to* proceeding in We-ijmnMer H.iti. 
therefore ll.lt nr.illv .tltr.tr turl tt|u-t uf the 
attention <>f I’arhament .in< 1 of the 
itiuntrv It vta- the one irrc.it nent of 
that -u.i-un Hut in tlic following \ ear 
the King- iHm*-- tlu debater «>n the 
l!i*'jr<*n< \ the c\j>t*t tat ton of a < Itallge 
of nuni-m romjileteU diterted jniblic 
attention fioiu Jnrlian tilfair- awl within 
a fortnight -after Ueorjre the Tlnrtl hart 
icttirneti ilmnk- in St Haul v for l»- 
reemerv the State— Menem! of Frame 
met at Yer-mlle- in the nml«t of the 
agitation produced h\ the-e event.**, the 
iiiipeaelinient tta*. for a time almost for- 
got t> n 
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Tilt inn! in the Hill Hinton l in 
uuidK In the station of 1 "KS whin tin 
pro* etdinjr* hxtl the inter* st of non It) 
uml xxhtn ilu Peers hnl little other lm**t 
ness before them onlx Hiim Ine dll'; 
xxin r i\en to th< tiiijn u hnient In llRb 
theHe„ino\ Bill uccupiul tin l pperHouso 
lili ib« session w as far ulx incid liken 
tin hin„ ncoxend tin t irentts were 
hif.immv Tin s t, fi mnn the 
Lortls w titttl for the ntnrn nf tin uncles, 
of jumprud* nee and tin « onsti\tu neo 
w is tint dunn* the wind* Mar onlx 

stnentetn iltv> '\m (.ncntotht case 

tit H«st<n r s }t «• is tie ir that the matter 
would he protrrtttd to t len n th tinpre* 

» idtnled in the tnnnl* of < runin tl law 
In truth it 11 tmi>ossibh to den' th tt 
uiipi at hnient ihout-h it r» i fint.ti.rc- 
inonx and though it nun have hcen 
useful m the seventeenth t tnutrj is not a 
jinn ceduv. from w hteh much t.oo<{ cun now 
be ( \ja ctctl V hittur t onfiilence max 
K planed m the dc< mon of the Purs on 
an ajijH tl unsin„out ofonhntrj htipation 
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it i<- ci'ri.'iin tji.it no iti in ha- th<’ 1 
confident <• m thfnr impartiality. when 
a great puhh< function >rv, < iuirg*-'! with 
.1 great Mat-- i ritni'. i- l>r»’tir5u to their 
ii.ir Tm - \ ire .ill politic! ttv- There 
i- hardL «n" among tin m i »it*» 

on .in 'injK'.K'hinoni mat not be r*nn- 
fnirniiv predicted before n iviin*'" Jut 4 -' 
Ivcn i‘\.immt.il . and. even if it uerepo*- 
to rtiv on their justice, thc\ would 
."till he quite unlit to tr\ mu h .1 cause a 1 - 
tlmt of llasting- Th*<\ "it onh during 
half tlm tear The\ h.i\( to tr.m<.ul 
much logishime and much judu i.t! busi- 
ness Tho law-lords. whose id\ite is 
required to guide tlio mih amcd niajorit c . 
arc employed daih m administering 
justice elsewhere. It r= impossible there- 
fore. that dunntr a busy snsMon. the Upper 
House <5110111(1 gi\e more than a few days 
to an impeachment. To expect that thetr 
Lordships would gi\ e up partridge-shoot- 
ing. in order to bring the greatest delin- 
quent to speedy justice, or to relieve 
accused innocent e by speedy acquittal, 
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^ould be unreasonable indeed \ x\Ul- 
< nnstituted tribunal sittinjr rei,uhrl\ six. 
dax s in the w eek and nine hours m the 
tin would lim brought the tntl of 
to a close m U *-s thin three 
months The Lords h ui not finishul their 
work in seven sears 

The result eeised to hi mUUr of 
douht from Uw tinw win n the lords 
resolved tint tljex would lu {.uulcd l>\ the 
rules of evidence winch »re n< fixed 
in the inferior courts or the ri dm 
Those rules it is will known culudc 
much informtition winch would hi unite 
tuifliticm to di termini* the conduct of 
unx nasnntbU tmtn »n the most im- 
portant irons it lions of jim He life The-d 
rubs nl eierv tissues sive si ores of 
culprits whom jndj.es jurv and spu- 
tjlors Jirmlx believe to he Hut 

whin those rules wire nRidlv npphid to 
nlTt nces i otumittid m mv v e >rs In f iri at 
tin distant t of minx thonsuuls of units 
conviction was, of cour*i , out of the 
•jut st mn 
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fv ( l ' f! .>;< *>\ 'f' 1 * 

ffj* ml- 4 »? 11 u.t'j. i . jiii* .1 Vnji l' 1 ’ 

ui.il In l Tv. tb. i A -■ *’f 

im.«' nj. ■). Bur*- <■ f<*r -"I'.' v ,« .T* v' 

Si.iH' ■..••• V It’.'M i . h.it > 1 r 1 " !> -'ituM 1 - 1 * 

■ it i‘li *'f \iiiu n't' .r .si'ii tin ( •.«*!< i 
1 i-tvi. ■ i' Hn-t.iiti-' .m-l In'jfu Uitrl 
in tin* 5 i *• ii< 

v tih ih" H‘>U'" .it. 1 i ,t!i tin- t<i“nir>. 
To*’ ii-i<rrii\ itiiii iml<" <>f ‘..in** *‘ x * 
jin'-MOtt- v 1m is In* fuut on <| dnni’tr 
tin* il»biti>s on ihc K»>f(rit\ IitI .irnimn'l 
ttvfii In-. n.miii'-t frn’inls. The u>!*’ 
of < I'tiMUO mis t'urn<-<l . .irul thus.* i\ii<* 
liul mm M il hoju’il th.ii tin 1 m m.mrTN 
nimbi ri'-ijrn in <lt-;ni-t Butko m« s 
tli'.'ph burl Hut In- 7 <m 1 for \i li:tt if 1 

t'on-Ulort'il <is i In- « tni-o of jintti «' itrttl 
mi'w\ trnnv. jili ml t>\ ei bis por-mmi fn'l- 
ttio- Hr u't't'iM’tl tin' <'onsur<> of tin' 
Hou-i’ witb <tunm> unit mwkin'— , ami 
iloi'litrotl tli.it no jif-rsonal tuortifii'ution 
or humiliation MuniM induin' him to 
Slmr.lv from tin' wrml duty which In* 
bml undertaken 
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In the folio* in,. \ e ir tin. I' irh inient 

* ns dissoh < <1 and the frit mis of Hum m,_s 
cntert lined a hope thit the new House of 
Commons mi^bt not In disposed to „«* on 

* ith the impe it him nl Thc\ be^an l>\ 
luamtainm,. that the whole proceeding* is 
tirinmitcd lit tin dissolution Dcfeued 
on this (mint the\ nude a ilinet motion 
that the impe ichment should be tlroppi d 
liut the' Hero deflated 1>\ the combin'd 
forces of the fan eminent and the Opposi- 
tion It was hnwe\er resolied that for 
the sake of expedition mam of the irticles 
should be withdrawn In truth hid not 
some such mi isiirc lntn adopted the trill 
would ht'e lasted till the defmdmt was 
in his pra\ e 

\t length tn the spring of 170> the 
decision was pronounced, near ei^ht % ears 
after Hastings hul been brought 1>\ tin 
^cr^i mt- it- \nns of the Commons to tin 
l» ir of the l/mls On the last daj of this 
great procedure the public cunositv, tom. 
►impended, si emed to In rv\i>ed \nxn.t\ 
about lh( judgment tin n could be none for 
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it had ? "i'"i fo!'% *i "i Hlff* * r f v 

a vr* i* <•* »jor>t% fi»r t ! .* *}• Mod <ot , 

1<|I III. !l\ >j !(• <t to * < * )!>•• }i Vt'i, 

.Hi' 1 t!o h.dl w.-- - - *tmKi . n“-d>d : - < a 
!?«.• t>r-i >t t% Hi 1 i it'i> t* v ho, 1, ti it.,’ In »”J 
I >r i •• n‘ <>'s !u<’ hr*' ?)..'* 1* ‘re a pat' 
.11 tiii- pro< > >-d nir-. (f *5;' 1 tM. v on’ 

,ttiil of tho-e fe% %%>tv ;t!:*'tt d y ten 

A- Ha~asnt;- U 1 n.'l. th» •.trrnii.'n- 

uicrtt hail taken p! in* before one tterier.— 
won. and tht pnltrieont %,«*- pronoun* ed h> 
jtn<‘U.% r ‘1 hf- *•{«•<•• amr 1 1 h till not !<»d. sit 
th< woo]" nd.. or nt th*’ r> d hew Li " of the 
IVer-. ttr at tiii 1 t'roi t. hermit**" of tl»‘ 
f’niiwnijn?. without »<'t'intr M.nietl’inir thn 
Tvttttwlt-'l him of \W itvstalnhts of -M 
human thm"'-. of the viiMnlttlUy of power 
and fume mid hfi* >*5 ilm mote huttenudde 
tnst il'thtj of friendship. Tin* Kn'tit seal 
whs home before Lord Lnupliburoiii'li. 
who. when the trittl eoimnent ed, was a 
fim e opponent t>f Mr. lhu’s uo% fmmt'W. 
ntitl who %% if ntiw -a mouther of that t:o\ orn- 
tnont . w Idle Thttrlow. who presided in the 
eo'trt when it first sal, estranged from all 
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his old lilies sit scow Imp nmon,. tin junior 
b irons Of aliout i hundred anil «rxtv 
nobles mho walked in the profession on 
the first iln s>ist\ hid been liud in their 
fjiml\ \ nilH Still more nffictme must 
hint bet n the si„ht of the mutineers box 
11 hut had become of that fair fellowship, 
so oloseh bound together b> public and 
pnrule tn.« so resplendent with cve»\ 
tulint nul at cftmpbshment * ltlndbetn 
scattered h\ calamities more hitter than 
the bitterness of de ith The pro it chiefs 
were still lituv and still in the full u^our 
of their (.ennis Bm their friendship was 
ut an end It bad !>cen Molentl) and 
pubheh disvohul with tears and stornn 
npro.iohrs It tlio«i men once so dear 
to rich other were now compelled to 
hm 1 1 for tin. purpose of iiunupuij, ttio nn- 
pMuhment thet nut us strunpers whom 
jniblu business had brought together and 
behwed to inch other with cold and 
distant rmliti Burke hid in Ins voriox 
whirled awu\ Windham Fox had be*»n 
follow ul l<\ Micndim and Gri ) 

375 



TK1AL nK \VAI!Ki:X HASTING 

Onh n\ cni \ -mm* Peer? m>!h 1. Hf 
them' onh ''ix found Hasting* guilty <in 
the charges rrl.it mg to I'heWO Singh mid 
to the Begums On other charges. the 
majorit) in his favour was .still grottier. 
On '•omi" lie was unanimously absolved. 
He was then ( ailed to the bar, w as inform- 
ed from the woolsack that the Lords 
had acquitted him. and was solemnly 
discharged He bowed respectfully mid 
retired 
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CARLYLE 

Rectorial Address 

j\m\i nil tlnniru the mur^t of \nur 
owin life depends upon Ihuv ^hlm n < 
now w hi\e «t m called t©-dii\ , in t iiuTpl k.i 
v.Uen jo« have conn. n> ,rei equation 
Dib_.nl * Thnt mrlvnlen all mtUu.** in it 
tint a student i in ha\e 1 menn t» 
meluile in it all (public-* tint bud into 
the acquirement ofrtil m«tnution amt 
unprm emont m «ui It a plat e If \ ntt w itt 
liehei e me, j on w hn an. \ oun,. $ ours »*• 
t>l< golden *e t-wro nflife Is \i>» Jut* 
heart il tailed hohmhU it ti n smt- 
tm n t>t l ife m aim li it \ on tin nnl sow, 
or it >ou sow tan s instead «>f win it, \<m 
t antiot espett to nip well afterward* 
unit ion will arrive ut imbed Uttb 
wbde in tbe t olirse ot \ c in whin mu 
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come to look hack. and if you have not 
done what \ou have heard from your 
atlvi>en- — and among many counsellors 
there is wisdom — you will bitterly repent 
when it is too late. The habits of study 
acquired at 1_ niverdties are of the highest 
importance tn after-life. At the season 
when you are in \ ounti years the whole 
mind is. as it were, fluid, and is capable 
of forming itself into any shape that the 
owner of the ntind pleases to order if to 
form itself into. The mind L in a fluid 
state, but it hardens up gradually to the 
consistency of rot k or iron, and you can- 
not alter the habits of an old man. but as 
he has begun he will proceed to go on to 
the last. By diligence I mean among 
other things — and very chiefly — honesty 
in all your inquiries into what you are 
about. Pursue your studies in the way 
your conscience calls honest. More and 
more endeavour to do that. Keep. I 
mean to say. an accurate separation of 
what joti have really come to know in 
jour own minds and what is still unknown. 
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) um nil that on the In pothetical uric of 
the h imer, n« tbmpi nfterw mb to he 
ill ijrnred if acquired it all and he caro- 
fnl noi to ‘•tump a thin? m known when 
\ oh do not >ct know it Count n tlnn^ 
known onh when it n itumped on )ow 
mmtl •»<> that \ on mm minct it on all 
m<Ui with mtellutente 

Thin. 11 inch « thin’ m » man 
cndemnurm,. io permute himself and 
(mUatnnntvr to perm id*' othlr» that he 
know** thuni ihmps when he do* a not, 
know innrt linn the outride ikin of them 
md hi hot s fioumlunp ulmut with them 
hnul dl tint is cntireh nnwnnh> or an 
honour ihlt hnhjt Be modest and humble 
un»t dilih* ni in \our utti ntion to w hat >oor 
tin* h< n- nil ton a ho are proftitiRdli »fi- 
urc*Mid in in mi. to linn,. \on forward in 
tin tiehi w i\ *>ofur nthe^ hi> e bet n nble 
to limit r-tan<l it Tn all thin„<! the' «et 
before ton »n order if possible to unikr- 
etund tliem and to tuhic them in propor- 
tinn io 'tnir filnm for them lirudnilh 
mo what km*l of work \ou c in do , for 
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it is tbi* fir-o of all problems for a man to 
hnd out what kind of work he is to do in 
this unn or-»* In fact, morality as regards 
.study is as m all miter things, the primary 
i onsideration. and overrides all others. A 
dishonest man cannot do anythin" real : 
and it would he "really better if he were 
tied up from dome any such thing. He 
-doe' nothin" hut darken counsel l*v the 
words he utters. That is a very old 
doctrine, but a very true one : and you 
will find u confirmed by all the thinkinti 
men that ha\ e ever lived tn this lone 
series of venerations of which we are the 
latest i 

I dare you know, very many of 
you, that it is now seven hundred years 
since Universities were first set up in 
this Europe of ours Abelard and other 
people had risen up with doctrines in 
them the people wished to hear of. and 
students flocked towards them from all 
parts of the world. There was no eet line 
the thing recorded in books as von may 
now. you had to hear him speakinir to 
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ton tocilh or tl e \oa could not him 
at all what it t* tint lift w inti. cl to - 1\ 
\nil mi ilin «, u Ik red together me % mon>* 
people who >1 «1 nm thing. !r> leirb md 
formed theravlu-i t.rtidinlli under the 
punmu of kin and other potent ite* 
« lir> »un anxious «lx>m tin culture of 
(fair popwlitunw noh|\ unwin (nr ttu ir 
In m fit and het nine n l T ni\ er>d i 

I dart six porlnps, ion hum lit ird 
it. ■«. ml that all that it j_ie t\l> win ted h% 
Hu intention of print in n ninth took 
plan ahoui midvrnt lie tv. een u» and the 
imun <»f Unit erotics \ man ho. not 

now to t»o nw ti tow lurt a professor is 
mtuiH\ "juakinu beciuse m iiued case'* 
hr i un^it his dot trim out of him through 
u IxNik, and < in rt id it and n ,<d it itu on 
mid u.nn and stud t it I dont know 
th it l know of nni wax m ninth tin 
win h fa< is of a Ridyeot mu he more 
tmnpUuh token in »f our •■twins an 
moulded tn eonformiti w ith it Nerer- 
thth ss Inmrsitas him and will ton- 
tinut n hue an indispensable inhtt in ■ 
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society — a very high % ahie. 1 consider the 
\ery highest interests of man \ it ally 
intrusted to them 

It remains however, a terr curious 
truth what has been said hv observant 
people, that the mam use of the Unn en- 
tities in the present age i= that, after you 
have done with ail jour classes, the next 
thing is a eollection of books, a great 
library of good hooks, which you firm eed 
to study and to read What the Univer- 
sities have mamlv done — what I hate 
found the Universities did forme, n as 
that it taught me to read in various langu- 
ages and various sciences, so that I could 
go into the hooks that treated of these 
things, and try anything I wanted to 
make myself master of gradually, as I 
found it suit me. Whatever you may 
think of all that, the clearest and most 
imperative duty lies on every one of you 
to he assiduous in your reading : and 
learn to be good readers, which is. per- 
haps, a more difficult thing than you 
imagine Leam to be discriminative in 
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jour tcvIitmj — t*» « u\ all km<U of thm^ 
that \ou lmte an intirest m rnd that 
ton find to be nails ht for whit >nn m 
t-n^uged m 

1 liOtnost unh app* of ill >mn is the 
nnn that cannot tel) tv hat he is f»om„ to 
do, th vt h is „ot no w ork tut out Tor him 
in the world and dots not i_n into it I or 
work is the Jtrtnd curt of all tin in vi idies 
and inisents that ever Ium .1 m inkind— 
I\om M work, trtm.li ton intend j.tttin^ 
done If \ou arc in a strait i\er\ ^ootl 
indication as to choice — peril t|»s tin best 
Miu i mild get — is a hook ton hate a 
{.real cunositt ihout \ou un thin in 
the rt idlest and ho-t of di possible ton 
«ht mns to improve l» that honk It is ana- 
logous to whit doctors tell ns about tin 
ph\ *u nl health and appetites of tlu pnlt- 
« nt ^ on must team to distinguish betw een 
filso appetite and root Tin n is such n 
thin r as a fal-t uppttite w Inch \\ ill le id a 
nun into \ agarics with regard to diet, w ill 
tempt him to eu spies things which ht 
should not cat u ill, and would not hut 
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how this island cairn, to bt n h n >j i 
You v, iU find u recorded m b inks 
You will find recorded in books i jumhh 
of tumults, disastrous ineptuuiks md 
all tbit kind of thin„ But to _t t 
what \ou Rant 'em oil! line to look into 
*»ulc sources uid inquire in dl dim turns 
One rein irk itiort iIkhi) >n»r n ndin,. 

I do not know wlu tlu r it lias Uen snfli 
oientl) brought home to ton thu then 
tiro tw o l intis of honk" U lien t m in 
is r< ubng on an\ kind of subjet t in most 
departments of Ixwks —in ill hooks if 
\ou take it m n wultt-mse — \ ou w ill 
find that there is a dmsmn of „oc>d bonks 
and find books — tlu. re is t umkI kind of 
a book and a bid kind of a book l am 
not to ii^uint tint mu m ill i in ill 
acquainted w ilh this Inn I im> remind 
job that >t is a ten import wit consider' 
tion at -present It easts aside ultogcth' r 
tl'e idea that people ha\e that if this are 
riaiJin„ an\ book— that if an ignorant 
man is reading an\ bonk la is doing 
rather Inditr thin nothing at uM I 
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entirely call that m question. I even 
venture to deny n It would be much 
safer ami better would he have no concern 
with hook- at all than with some of them. 
There .ire .. number an increasing: number, 
of book- that are decidedly to him not 
u-efut But he will learn also that a 
certain number of hooks were written by 
a supreme noble kind of people — not a 
ven trre.it number — hut a great number 
adhere more or le-s to that -ide of things 
In short as 1 have written it down some- 
where else. 1 conceive that books are like 
men s soul-- — divided into sheep and goats. 
Borne of them are calculated to be of very 
irreat advantage in teaching — in forward imr 
the teaching of all Generations. Olliers 
are tromg down down, doinsr more / and 
more, wilder and wilder mischief And 
for the rest, in regard to all your studies 
here, and whatever you raav learn, you 
are to remember that the object is not 
particular knowledge — that von are iroinsr 
to tret Ifurher in technical perfections, and 
all that son of thing. There is a higher 
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dim that U< s at the rear of all that espe- 
cidlh union., those who ore mtinded lor 
liter in forspeakin 0 pursuit* — the s icrtd 
profusion Yon ire e»er to heir in mind 
that then lies behind tint the acquisition 
oftrliU inn be cilled wisdom — mmeli, 
sound ipprei mtmn and just decision us to 
all the objee ts tint come round about >ou 
and tike h tint of helu\ in,. w ith justice and 
wisdom In bhorl great is wisdom— 
j.rt it is the ' alue of wisdom It cannot 
he Mi pr .i>ru«l The ht c Jttsi tohitxe- 
ment <>t man — Blessed is he that gettctli 
under srmdm- And that I belies e 

ou tsionilh nu\ lie missed von easds 
hut niser more easilv than now 1 think. 
It that isn future ull is i tuluri How 
ev« r l w ill not touch further upon that 
matter 

\\ hen the ee\ cn free Arts on w lucli 
the old U rus eraities were b ised came to be 
modified n lulle, in order to t>e com ement 
for or to promote the wants ot modern 
socitts —though, perhaps, some ot them are 
obsolete enough esen set tor somo ot us — 
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there uto«o n feeling that mere -\ocahty. 
mere culture of *.pcech. tf that is what 
comes <>m of a man. though he may he a 
great speaker, an eloquent orator. vet 
there is no real siib-tance there — if that 
is what was require* 1 and aimed at hy the 
man hiiiis°lf. and l»v the community that 
set him upon becoming a learned man. 
Maidservants 1 hear jicoplc eomjilainintr. 
are getting instructed in the " ologies.'* 
and so on and are apparently totally 
ignorant of brewing, boiling, and baking ; 
above all things, not taught what is nec- 
essary to he known, from the highest 
to the lowest — smet obedience, humility, 
and correct moral conduct. Oh. it 'is a 
dismal chapter, ail that, if one went into 
it 1 What has been done by rushing 
after fine speech ? ] have written down 

-some very fierce things about that, per- 
haps considerably more emphatic than I 
would wish them to he now : hut they 
are deeply ray conviction. There is very 
great necessity indeed of getting a little 
more silent than w ( e are It seems to me 
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the finest mtmns or till world— (lie Fnjtsh 
and th< \nuncm— am coin- nil aw ix in- 
to wind and tmaw Bin it will appear 
sufficientlx trifneil h\ iml t»\ Ion,. iftor 
I / im iwax out of u SiK net is the eter- 
nal dull of a min lie won t »_et to «m 
re«[ und< rstandinf. of w tut i- rcunpl* x 
and nil it is more than on other, per 
Unem to lus miere^tN without muni mi- 
me silent t Wuiih the lonuie t 
t ert old precept and a most tru< one 
I tin not want to discomr i>,o an\ of mil 
from x our Drinnsthcne* and x r>ur studies 
of the mi etie« of language and all that 
Believe me 1 xahie tint us much naans of 
sou I consider u a xor> grateful thing, 
anil a proper thm„, for eierx human crea- 
ture to know xx hit th< implement which 
lie tv*W in eomnmnu.n\in,. hxs thoughts 
W and how to make till, xerx utmost of 
it I want sou to stud} Demosthenes 
and know all hn excellence* At thu 
s imo time, I must six that speech does 
not Beeni to me on tho whole to Imo 
turned to nnx good account 
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\\ h> t**ii m<> that a man ; s a hne 
st>eak>*r if e >s me th“ troth that in* t 1- 
sjH’ukint: ' J’i’ot i>>i) who >l>(i n r > f speak 
.it all. \\a- a irnMi deal nearer hi* one the 
mark than Ivem*’..! lames He used to tell 
the Atm man- — You < a n’t sicht Philip. 
\'i,i h.i\e n*>’ the -hirl.'e't « banco w ith 
him He is a man %\ho hold' In' 5 *«njrue ■ 
he he*. «rr»‘at >$>-« iphned armies . h° cun 
harm anvl«el\ \<m like m \m;r< it it* 1 * here: 
.»nd he is tromi: on steedm with an un- 
tarjine aim towards his ohje’ t . and he 
n ill infallibly heat an> kind man such 
as vnn triune na ratnnc from shore to 
shore with all that rampant non=en«e. ' 
Donna hones said to him one da\ — “The 
Athenians w il! tret mad some day and 
V til \on.“ Yes.” Phot-ion says. ' when 
the\ are mad . and urn. as soon as they 
sret sane again." 

AH these considerations, and manifold 
more connected with them — innumerable 
considerations, resulting from observation 
of the world at this moment — have led 
many people to doubt of the salut.trv 
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effect of Midi education iltogei lief Ido 
not mean to «a\ it dtouM lit. entirety 
excluded but l look to somethin,, tint 
w ill take bold of the milter much morn 
closeh and not illow it '‘lip out of our 
finders uul retn un worse tbm it "us For 
tf t feooil «peaktr — in eloquent spt a ter — 
is nol «pe -tkine tin truth iv then t more 
horrid kiml of object inert ition ; Of such 
speech 1 h»ar ill in inner »ml kind of 
people sa> u e« i \t client liut I care 
ier> hi tie about how he bawl it pro* ule.il 
1 nnilersi md it and it hi true Fxcetient 
speaker! Imt whit if be it telling roi 
thinpi th il are untrue that are not tin 
fat t about it -~it lit lias formed '\ w run, 
judgment »l*out it — if ho lm no judgment 
«n bis mind to form a right conchunon 
in rffinl in th* mutter t \n cxc ellent 
speaker of tint kind is is it were si\in„ 
—'‘llo otrj one that wants to hp 
persn nleil of tlw thing th it is not true, 
re me hi! I ter 1 would recommend ' au 
lobe mu ohm of that kind of excellent 
fcpceeh 
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into jt \erj lunl when I w is lnn*>l itiiu, 
it imJ it 1 j is «l«,ns dwell in nn mind 
as about. the moM rein irkuhit hit "f 
v. ntiDg thtl I have known to hr oxuuted 
m these late icntnnis I Imn often mid 
there art test pn r es of tint winch if 
ambition h id hei n im onlv mle l would 
rather hnvi written th m l«m written all 
the hooks tint hue uppevred since I 
came into the world Deep dtlpis tht. 
mconin 0 of whit >*■ suit! there Thc\ 
turn on the Christ nn religion amt tin 
uh e tous phi nomen \ of Chnstim lift — 
altogether sketched out in tin most tur\ 
Rriccfut, delicatclv-wisi kind of wav so 
fw to Utp himself out of the common 
controversies of the stmt and of the forum 
)et to indicate vhut nos the nsult of 
thinks lie hud hetn kwif, meditating upon 
Among others, ho introduf es in in m rnj 
flij-htv kind of wav, here and there i 
I ouch which grows into a Ik mniful picture 
— a scheme of cntmlv mute education, at 
least with no more speech than is abso- 
lute!} necevsiri for what tin) have to do 
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Three of the wDe>t men shat can he trot 
are met ’« i on.-ider w hat i<= the function 
winch Iran-' end- all other.-; m importance 
to lnnld up the \ountr eeneration which 
shall he frer from ail that perilous suit: 
th.it ha^ heen weiirhinar us down and 
< lottumu e\er\ step and which is the 
onh thine we fan in*pe to iro on with if 
we would lea\e the world a little better, 
and not the worse of onr hat ins heen in 
it for those u ho are to follow. The man 
who e- the <dde;a of the three >avs to 
Goethe " ^ on irne h\ nature to the well- 
formed children you bring mio the world 
a creat many precious <nfis. and very 
frequently these are best of all developed 
by nature her? elf with a \ery slight 
assistance where assistance is seen to I>e 
wise and profitable, and forbearance very 
often on me part of the overlooker of the 
process of education : but there t< one 
thing that no child brings mtn the world 
with it. and without which all other things 
ore of no use. ’ Wilhelm, who is there 
beside him. says. * What is that ?" " AU 
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’ahn cnt< r the world w int »t stv- t!» 
eldest, “ptrh ips j oh } (mr^elf \1 din Itn 
'Oft* “WtlJ, toil me what It w 

“ It w nat s tlu eldest r» ' en nt i — 
Ehr/urcht — Rovt rem e ' Honour dow to 
those who ire j-ritulet md better thin 
joti without ft ir distinct from fur 
Ehrfurehi— the sunt of ull religion Vh u 
e\er hi* bun itrow,. men oroirwitl 
h< And he «jw>s into pr utic tint He 
practicullv (hvtinf,ui < ‘hes the liod* of r« h 
funn »hnt are m tin worhl ind In nuke*, 
ont three n > erem t-< The Iki\ * arc ill 
framed to j,o throuj.li art wi h iMitnld 
tions, to lav their limit', on th< ir hrt isi 
•mil liKih up to he i\* n, anil thev j.u e tin rr 
three tevercnie® Hit hM anil Minplt -t 
that of rr virem e tor wh it i- above n*> 

H it the soul of nil thr P.v.m religion-' 
there is nothing letter «n mm thin that 
Then tlnre is reverence for w ti it is around 
nt or about u® — ri m ren< e for our equal* 
and to which he Utnbutet an immense 
power m the culture of man The thin! 
it nvtrencp for whit is b“r“!Uh u« — to 
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learn to recosmize in pain, sorrow, and 
contradiction. non m tlto*e things- odious 
a~ they are to flesh and blood — to learn 
that there he* m this a priceless blessing- 
And he defines that as beimr the soul of 
tin- Christian rehirton — the highest of all 
reunions, a heisrht. as troethe says and 
that is very true e\en to the letter, as 1 
i onstder — a heurht to which the human 
*t>e( ies was fated and enabled to attain, 
anti from which having once attained it. 
it can ne'er retrograde It cannot des- 
cend down below that permanent^- 
(ioethe's idea is 

Often one thinks it was irood 10 ha'e 
a faith of that kind — that always, even in 
the most degraded, sunken, and unbelie' - 
in" times, he calculates there "ill be found 
some few souls who will recognize vrhat 
that meant : and that the world, having 
once received it. there is no fear of its 
retrograding He goes on then to tell ns 
the way in which they seek to teach boys- 
in the sciences particularly, whatever the 
boy is fit for. Wilhelm left his own boy 
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there, ex peel mj. the} would m\kt him a 
Master of Arts, or somethin,! of thus kind 
mfi tv hen ho came back for ban lit «• m u 
tlmndenn^ clouil of dust coming «%ir \h» 
plain, of vbull ho could make nothin,. li 
lurried out to be i tempest of w ikt h<iM » 
bx \ OUH). lj(L who hud i mm 
for hunting with tin ir ^rooim- Hw nvn 
son was among them md ho found »h« 
"wbrealm P of colts xxas the think 1 m x\ in 
most $\nt< «l for This is whxi t m(li< 
rails Art which l should not nnk» Uexr 
to >on In nnx definition unless it is xti ir 
alr ft ad> l would not attempt to victim it 
is music {minting and poetr) , and so on 
it is m ipute n higher vcnsc than tlu < <»m 
n»on ont and m w im U 1 am «rraid most 
of our paintciw pot. Is jind muiw men 
'Nould not pass muster He < on«idtrs 
thtt the highest pitch to which 1mm m 
Culture can go and he watches with great 
mdustrx how it is to ho brought about 
w ith men xx ho b ix t a turn for it 

' \ on w iso and beixttUful jl »s it gi' * s 
one an idts that something preatlx hotter 
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is possible for inan in the world. I confess 
u seems to me it is a shadow of what 
will come, unless the woild is to come 
to a conclusion that is peilectly fright- 
ful . some kind of scheme of education 
like that piesided over by the wisest 
and most sacred men that can be got in 
the world, and Matching trom a distance 
— a naming m practicality at ever} 
tmn, no speech in it except speech that 
is to he folloM-ed by action, for that 
ought to he the rule as nearly as possible 
among them For rarely should men 
speak at all unless it is to say that thing 
that is to he done, and let him go and 
do lus part in it, and say no more 
about it I should say there is no- 
thing in the world you can conceive so 
difficult, prim 3 facie, as that of getting 
a set of men gathered together — rough, 
rude, and ignorant people — gather them 
together, promise them a shilling a day, 
rank them up, give them very severe and 
sharp drill, and by bullying and drill — for 
the woul “drill” seems as if it meant the 
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tfeitroent th it would force thun t<> if trn 
— lhe> leirn whnl u is no t»>3 ir\ t l« urn 
it'd there is the man n pn.ce of m mun u 
ed t me him i wonder of wonder'' toluol, 
it He u ill n n inti ol>» \ om mun and 
n tlk into Hit < wnon t mouth (or him and 
dnumthm, whutver tint is <<»inmm«lerl 
«f him In his ..uneril oflutr \nd 1 
heUe\t. all m inner uf thun.* m this « t> 

( ould be done tfilun w«.re »nulnn„ like 
Ihe same mention In. stow ed \ erv mam 
things could In te^umnicd and or,, miml 
into the mute s\ stein of ednt it mo tli it 
< toethe o\ ulentlN admnlir des t litre Uwt 
l lielteu when people look into it it mil 
Im found that thc\ will not In long - 
in tr\mj» to in»he some ilforts in that 
direction, (or \lu sa\inj, of human hd«'ur, 
and the nvoul mi e of tinman inwir j would 
lie unu( i mint aide if it were set uhotit and 
(it jnm on m in p irt 
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STEVENSON 

Walking Tours 

It must not lie imagined th it o » ulkin^r 
tour is some «odd hue us Janet is 
m relj a better or worse w a\ of «cein r 
t\ie count r) There ire manv wa\s ot 
socinp lindsc ipe quite is „ood anti none 
more mid, m vpitt o[ c inline dilettantes 
th tn from a radw at trim But landscape 
on a walking tour is quite aocessorv He 
'aim is indeed of tht brotherhood does not 
tot ace in quest ot tin picturesque hut of 
cert un jollt humours — ot the hope and 
spirit with winch the tnirch bepint at 
morning and the poire and spiritual 
repletion of the evemn^ s rest Hi cinnot 
tell whether he puts his knapsack on or 
takes u oil with more dehpht The 
excitement ot the departure puts hint tn 
ki\ tor that ot the arm al \\ h itc\i r lw 
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does i«. not <>ni\ a reward in itself. but Vl *fb 
he furthir n’« arded m the sequel : and so 
pleasure on t*» pleasure in an end- 
less chain It 1- tht« that so few can 
understand the\ v.ill either he alwajs 
lonmnntr or always at live mile* an hour, 
tht \ do rot pla\ oil the one against the 
other prepare all du\ for the evenme. and 
.ill evening for the ne\t flay And. abo’i e 
all. it is here that your overwalker fails 
comprehension His heart rises against 
tho>e who drink their cnracoa in liqueur 
glasses, v. hen he himself can swill it in a 
brown John He will not believe that the 
flavour is more delicate m the smaller 
dose He will not belicte that to walk 
this unconscionable distance is merely to 
stupefy and brutalise himself, and come 
to lus inn. at night. with a sort of frost on 
his five whs. and a starless night of 
darkness in his spirit. Xot for Inin the 
mild luminous evening of the temperate 
walker! He has nothing left of man hut 
a physical need for bedtime and a double 
night cap : and e\ en his pipe, if he be a 
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smoker, will be si\onrle®s and dism 
chanted It is the file of such an < ne to 
take twit e as mncli trouble as is nt t ded 
to obtain h ippinet ind nn-s die h tppi 
ness in tht end ht is the man of the 
ptoterb m short w ho r W' further md 
fares worse 

Now to ho projierli < njo\ ed a \\ ilk- 
u»S tour should In tone upon Mom. IF 
>ou jro in i roinjnm or e\cn in pair- it 
is no longer a w ilhm.. tour in urn thins 
htitnime it in somethin,. el s e and more 
in the nature of a juenu V wulhin,. tour 
should Ik pone upon alone In o ue-e 
frudom is of th p'-cme became \«u 
should he able to stop and ro on, and 
follow this. \va> or tint as the frtak takes 
>ou, and because a on must luse tour 
own pace, and neither trot alongside a 
ch unpion w alkt r nor nunee in time with 
u pirl And then >nu must h* n]un to all 
impressions and let >mir thoughts take 
Colour from whit sou s»o \nn should 
he u<j a pipe for ans wind to pits upon 
1 Cannot set the wit ta\>> Hulitt ' of 
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waikins: and talkmsr at the same time. 
VTh^a I am m the country I wish to 
vetreta :e like th- 1 country.” — ■which is the 
gist of ail that ran be said upon the 
matter Theie should be no cackle of 
vojc os at your elbow to jar on the medita- 
tive ^donee of the moraine And so long 
as a man is reasoning he cannot surrender 
himself to that fine intoxication that conies 
of much motion in the open air. that be- 
gins in a sort of dazzle and sluggishness 
of the brain, and ends in a peace that 
passes comprehension 

Dunne the first day or so of any tour 
there are moments of bitterness, when the 
traveller feel- more than coldly towards 
his knapsack, when lie is half in a mind 
to throw it bodily over site hedee and. like 
Christian on u similar oc easiors. ” give- 
three leaps and go on singing." And yet 
it soon acquires a property of easiness. It 
becomes magnetic-: the spirit of the 
journey enters into it. And no sooner 
hate yrm passed the straps over your 
s-ltoinder than the lees of sleep are cleared 



t\ UjKIVi tours 


from \ou, >011 pull yourself together wj»h 
a shake, anil fall at once into yen r stride 
And surely, of ill possible moods das m 
which a man takes the ro id is the 1 » t 
Of course if he will leep thinking. of In? 
anxieties il he will npu» il» mereli mt 
AbutUh 8 clji st mil \\ ilk arm in irm w ah 
the hu,— -vrh>, whtre\tr he is mil whi- 
ther he walk fist or slow iln 1 h im e* Jr < 
th it ho will not hi h ij*py Vnd so nine h 
the mores shames to linn**. IP Hurt ire 
peril \pi thm\ men s»tt»n^ forth «t tint 
satno hour and I w ould Inal iret w m,cr 
‘here , s not another dull fate union., the 
thirty H would lie 1 fine thin^ to follow , 
*n t co it of darkn* •** on* ifter another of 
these wayfarers some tuunmer morning 
for Uie first fi \\ miles upon the ro 11 1 This 
one, who w dks fa*», with « keen look m 
his ejes, ,)1 concemru'ed m hi* own 
mmd hf is up it bis loom w pin mg rod 
wea\m,., to nit the Imdscape to wools 
Hus one p*\ r* nl*oui i* he j.oe s nnu ns 
the pns-es , lie w uts be tin Canal to 
watch the dragon (lie- lie lews on the 
4 ©5 
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"ate of tne pasture. and cannot look 
cnontrh upon the complacent kine. And 
here Contes another talktmr. laughing. and 
gesticulating to hunself His face chances 
from nine to tune. a« indignation flashes 
from his eyes or ansrer clouds in’s fore- 
head Ho is compo&mg articles, delivering 
orations, and conducting the most impas- 
sioned interviews (»y the way. A little 
farther <>n and it is a« like as not he will 
begin to sintr And well for him, suppos- 
ing him to tie no irreat master in that art- 
if he stumble across no stolid peasant at 
a corner for on such an occasion. I 
scarcely know which is the more troubled, 
or whether a is worse to suffer the confu- 
sion of \ our troubadour or the unfeigned 
alarm of your clown. A sedentary popu- 
lation. accustomed. be-ddes. to the strange 
mechanical bearingof the common tramp, 
can in no wise explain to itself the gaiety 
of these passers-by. I knew one man 
Mho Was arrested as a runaway lunatic, 
because. although a full-grown person with 
a red heard he skipped as h e went like a 
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child \nd )ou would he astonished if I 
Mere to tell ton all the r rm ind h trrnd 
ht mis n ho hate confessed to nu tint 
Mlifn on Malkin,, tours thet sinp— 
s mg ten ill — mil hid a jvur of rtd ( if' 
■"lien, ns deicnlnd dime tin* imtispiuoiis 
Jiwuint pluinpvd into thur arms from 
to iml "i corner \nd luri It si \ ou should 
think I am ex i VJ _*i mn, is Hnzhtt s own 
t onlession from hi** ess n On imin, i 
four net which is &o wvl tint then 
should be n 1 it letu <1 on ill w ho hate not 
TPmlu — 

(u\c me the ( loir bhu sk' over nw 
head sat e in anil thi jrrun turf 
heneuh uit feet i windin', rn id lx for* 
nu and u thru hours much to dinner— 
and then to thmkuv 1 It is h ird if l « uinnt 
si ut some r ume on thest lone heaths I 
lmij.li I run lliap l smj. for jut Brito’ 
\fter tint idtmtun or im friend with 
the Jiclicunnn ton would not hue c ired 
would ton to publish tint in the first 
I'Prson * Hut we li ne no l>r nert now t- 
davs and even m Ivooks must till jireti nd 
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to be a 15 dull and foolish as our neighbours. 
It was not =0 with Ha?lm. And notice 
how learned he i< (as. indeed, throughout 
the e=vavi in the theory of walking tours 
He 1*. none of \our athletic men in purple 
moc kings who walk their fifty miles a 
day three hours' march is his ideal. Aud 
then he must have a winding road, the 
epu ure 1 

Yet there i« one thing I object to in 
these woids of his, one thing m the great 
master’s practice that seems to me not 
wholly wise. I do not approve of that 
leaping and running Both of these hurry 
the respiration . they both shake up the 
brain out of us glorious open-air confu- 
sion, and they both break the pace. 
Une\en walking is not so agreeable to 
the body, and it distracts and irritates 
the mind V hereas when once yon have 
fallen into an equable stride, it requires 
no conscious thought from you to keep it 
up. and yet it prevents you from thinking 
earnestly of anything else. Like knitting, 
tike the work of a copying clerk it 
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h ,v t v alone ipo xvitd. and 5“ n every- 
thin;; ahu.it him , t s 5xi a eh'' ,1 rfui vltv.Uii 
T ii'* fir-i iv <*-rinmi> hnsrhter. hut the 
v»oon<l vtac«* iv the more peaceful. A 

ni in dm-. nut mak* mi maov nrti’;i r> 
towards the i mi, nor does h*> lav.eli uhitid: 
h'tt tin mirelv nnitiiit pleasure-. the 
k -vnvi> t,f pin ve. it w i !l-’>“in^. the dclicld 
'if dm inii..i.iti‘'Ti. nf every time the 
mu-cle- tighten down th> ihieh. console 
turn for the .tin, no,-' of the others. and 
hnni; him to hi- destination .-till content. 

Xor muvt i forest to v. t y n word on 
bivouac- ^ ()U i'o n ,,. l0 ,, imievtoTie on a 
liiti, or some place where deep wavj meet 
un<lfr tree- . and oil poes tpp knapsack- 
end down you sit to smoke .i pipe in the 
^hnde. You smk into yourself, anti the 
birds come round and look at you ; and 
Four smoke dissipates upon the afternoon 
under the blue dome of heaven: and the 

vun lie. warm upon jour feet, and the 
coo! air visits your neck and turns aside 
' F ° 1>en shirt. If you are not happy. 

- must have an evil conscience. You 
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as though the> were all in a wager. Anfi 
all these foolish pilirmns would each bring 
his own raiser} alone with him. in a watch- 
pocket ’ It is to be noticed, there were no 
clocks and wau lies m the much-vaunted 
da}s before the ilood It follows, of 
course, there were no appointments, and 
punctuality was not yet thought upon. 
"Though ye take from a covetous man all 
his treasure." sn} s Milton. '' he has yet one 
jewel left, ye cannot deprive him of hts 
covetousness ' And so 1 would say of a 
modern man of business, you may do 
what you will for him. pm lmn in Eden, 
give him the elixir of life — he has still a 
haw at heart, he still has liis business 
habits. Now there is no time when busi- 
ness habits are more mitigated than on a 
walking tour. And so during these halts, 
as I say. you will feel almost free. 

But it is at night, and after dinner, that 
the best hour comes. There are no such 
pipes to be smoked a« those that follow a 
good day s march : the flavour of the tobae- 
xo is a thing to be remembered, it is so 
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nf 15,1/lilt’- would be .i rstpit-il 

pockm-hook i.n «.«• h ,1 joum-y . e o 
a vi ilmnf nf 11 .A tie song- and for Tr> 
slravi Shandy 1 can pledge a fair expert- 
cnee 

If tin- v\ ennur in- tine and warm- there 
is nothing better in !ifc than to Iminn*' 
before tin* inn door in the sunset nr lean 
mcr the jiarajirt of the bridge. to tvatoh 
tiie needs and the ijuiek holies It >*• 
then if ever, that \mi taste Joviality to 
the full significance of t hat audacious word. 
Your muscles are so agreeably .slack- jou 
feel so clean and so strong and so idle, 
that v hether you move or «it still, what- 
ever you do is done with pride and a 
kingly sort of pleasure You fall in talk 
with any one, \\i«e or foolish, drunk or 
sober. And it seems ns if a hot walk 
purged you, more than of anything el=e- 
of all narrowness and pride, and left 
curiosity to play tt« part freely, as in a 
child or a man of science. You lay aside 
all vour own hobbies, to watch provincial 
humours develop themselves .before you. 
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a moment tn the dem-.ie silence of eter- 
nity that we furtret that one thing- of 
which those arc but the parts — namely- to 
live We fall in Inn' we drink hard, we rim 
to and fro upon the earth like frightened 
sheep, and now you ore to ask yourself 
if. when ail ir done. \ou would not have 
been bettor to Mt bv the fire at home and 
tie happv thinkmn To sit still and con- 
template — to remember the faces of women 
without desire, to be pleased by the great 
deeds of men without envy, to be every- 
thin'! and everywhere, m sympathy, and 
yet content to remain where and what 
you are — is not this to know both wisdom 
and virtue, and to dwell with happiness ? 
After all. it is not they who carry Gags, 
but they who look upon it from a private 
chamber, who have the fun of the pro- 
cession. .And once yon are at that, you 
are in the very humour of all social 
heresy. It is no time for shufflin'!, or 
for big. empty words. If you ask your- 
self what you mean by fame, riches, or 
learning, the answer is far to seek : and 
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'ou go back into tint kingdom of h„i» 
imaginations, which seem so y un in the 
eyes of Philistines jierspinn„ after w eatth 
mii so momentous to t ho>© who m 
atncken with the disproportions of the 
VOf ld, and m the face of the gnintic 
star* ctonot stop to split diferences bet* 
ween two degrees of the infinite sun i))> 
8m\ll, 9uth os a tobacco-pipe or the 
Roman Empire \ million of money or n 
fiddlestick a end 

You lean from tin window > our last 
pipe rcchm,. nlutcly into the darkness 
vonr body full of ddinous pons your 
mind enthroned m the b<*\ enth circlo of 
content , u lit n suddenly tlio moon changes, 
the weathercock goes diout and you 
isk j ourself one question more w hether, 
for tho imery a) y ou hay o been the w isest 
philosopher or the mo't egregious of 
dockers * Human experience is not jet 
uhleto rcplj , hut at least you hay© had 
fin© moment and looked clow n upon «!{ 
the kingdoms of tho c irth And whether 
't was w is© or foolish to-morrow « true l 
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will carry you, body and mind, into some 
different parish of the infinite 
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NOTES 


Page. Line. 

201 19 In nriiculo Mori is — At the 

moment of death. 

202 11 Tityns — In Greek fable he was 

a tnant ■whose body covered 
nine acres of land 

203 XX. TREATMENT OF HIS 

HAKES 

Coicper. William (1731 — 
1S00) was a poet, essayist 
and letter-writer. He was 
educated for the Law and 
was called to the bar in 
1754 In 1763 he was offered 
the Clerkship of the House 
of Lords. He had several 
attacks of loss of reason, 
and a great portion of his 
life was spent m gloom and 
dejection. Sir J. G. Frazer 
calls him " one of the best 
of men and one of the most 
charming of English poets 
and letter-writers." 
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N'OTES 


Pace. Line 


of which no sensible 
nun. who happens to be 

fond of reading, ('and man} 
sensible men are noth can 
ever grow tired. Of 1 ^ 
mtscellaneous writer one 
does not demand sett e 

principle- of taste or deep 
searching criticism: u J~ 
enouch if he at once arre- 
and throughout maintains 
our attention - if he hurries 
our sluggish spirit up an 
down animated page=- 
he is never vapid, or hum 
drum, or foolish. or blatant- 
or self--atisfied : if !ie 

forces us to forget our- 
selves. and by renewing 
nor delimit in books, 
poetry, plays, pictures, and 
in the humours and emo- 
tions of life, makes us 
feel that it was really 
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NOTES 


Page Line. 

21S 1 " Very stuff " — Quoted from 

Othello. 1.2.2 : it means “the 
element of my inner being." 
2u “ Out upon." etc . — S h ak es- 
peare. Henry IV (I> IV. 3. 
219 1 Cobhctt — Political writer of 

the early nineteenth cen- 
tury In the Spirit of the 
Aye Hnzlitt wrote an essay 
on him. 

221 IT “Give it an." etc . — From 
Hamlet. I. 2. 

22 Pindaric Ode — Ode in the 
style of the Greek poet 
Pindar (5th century B. C.). 
He talked " — From Beau- 
mont and Fletcher's Phi- 
last er. 

224 10. “ Take one's ease" — Henry 

IV, (I) ffl. 3. 

20. The cups " — From Cowper's 

Task. IV. L 

225 1. Sancho — In Cervantes' Don 

Quixote. 
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NOTES 


p age 

Line 


22a 

1 

Procul, etc — Alar Ob** \e 
afar irre\ erent ones \ tr- 
gil’s jfTnenf, \ I 2ob 

22f> 

n 

tfnhoiiset/ etc — Othello, 

| ) 

22T 

24 

Oribehn 0961— 17331— A 
line cn,.ruv or 

228 

11 

Paulami 1 tr$inia— By Saint 
Pierre, translated into Di »- 
lWi in lT9b 


15 

3fadamr D’ Arblay <1752— 
1&40)— Better Inown as 
Ftanci«( a Bnmej a tvell- 
fauvwn writer 


16 

Note Elotse — B\ Uousseau 


2“> 

Bon bouche — \ delicious tit- 
bit 

229 

19 

Cofenitye'* fines — F r 0 m 

tu3 poem ' f-eirs m Soli- 
tude 

232 


Str Fophnff jF lutter — A char- 
acjer m a pia\ by Eifte- 
rejre entitled The ifan of 
Abide 



NOTES 


Pasre Lino 

234 6 Stonehenge — A temple on 

Salisbury Plain, connected 
with Sun-worship. 

H “ The mind " — From Para- 
dise Lost. I. 254. 

20 With tjhstering spires " — 
From Paradise Lost. III. 550- 
24. Bodleian — A famous Oxford 
library, founded in 159S by 
Sir Thomas Bodley. 

236 10. Mariner's hymn — The Hymn 

of the Sicilian Mariners. 

237 15 Johnson — The" reference is 

to a remark quoted by 
Boswell . *' So it is in 
travelling a man must 
carry knowledge with him, 
if he would bring home 
knowledge ” 

239 XXII. OX READING OLD 
BOOKS 

9. Lady Morgan (17S3— 1S591 
An Irish poet and novelist. 
S 
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NOTE? 


Page Line. 

243 19. 

244 11. 
25. 

'247 Hi. 

24. 

249 13 

21 . 

'252 11. 

15. 

13 


Peregrine Pickle and Tom 
Jones are by Smollett and 
Pudding respectively. 

The Puppets dallying " — 
Hamlet. III. 2. 

Christian — The Hero of Bun- 
van's Pilgrim's Progress. 
Parson Adams — A character 
in F leldinsr s Joseph 

Andre ics. 

Hajor Bath and Commo- 
dore Trunnion are charac- 
ters in Peregrine Pickle. 
and Trim and Uncle Toby 
in Tristram Shandy. 

" Fate. frcc-iciH." etc .—- From 
Paradise Lost. II. 560. 
Fan sills V..4. 50. 

Leurrede dupe — A lure, trap 
for a gull, a fool. 

“ A load to ginf. -* — From 

Shakespeare's Henry VlH. 
HI- 2. 

Lord Hamlet — H. 2. 
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NOTES 


Pace Line 

257 11. Richardson — His best-known 

novels are Clarissa Har- 
loice. Sir Charles Grand- 
son and Pamela. 

24 Mackenzie — Henry Macken- 
zie 0745—1831). usually 
known as The Man of 
Feeling " after the title of 
his best-known work. 

258 15 Story of the Haick — In De- 

cameron, Novel IX. 

259 6 ' Giddy raptures " — From 

Wordsworth's T i nte r n 
Abbey. 

22. " His form ” — Paradise Lost. 
I. 591 

260 2. “Falls flat" — Paradise Lost. 

I- 460. 

24 Junius — His identity is still 
disputed, though popularly 
Sir Philip Francis ("Warren 
Hastings' adversary) is 
supposed to hare written 
the Letters of Junius. 
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VOTES 


Pace Lme. 

the highest, but he writes 
with ease and grace 

285 0 $ audio — In Cervantes' Don 

Quixote. 

277 XXIV OLIVER GOLDSMITH 
Scott Sir T Valter (1771- 

1S32). was one of the great- 
est of English novelists, 
and a poet especially of the 
youth. His biographical 
essays are the work of his 
later years when financial 
worry compelled him to 
work asramst time, and he 
showed a heroism that cost 
him his life. Yet they 
betray no trace either of 
haste or of slovenliness. 
He never strove for effect 
in his writings. He said 
what he had to say plainly, 
not caring for style. His 
novels are the delight at 
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NOTES 


Page Line 

-27'' l!j Curie by affinity — By 

marriage Goldsmith s 

mother and Contarine'«wife 
were «i=tc-rs. 

25. Sizar — A sizar originally v.\i« 
one who was educated free 
at a university in return for 
certain sendees rendered 
to the undergraduate*. In 
modern Universities sizar- 
ships are merely scholar- 
ships without any such 
condition 


•2,<n 

14. 

Briantott — Goldsmith's coti 



sin. 


23. 

Poicer — -Probably a mistake 



for person." 

281 

20 

Xarrafire of George — In the 



Vicar of Wakefield. XX. 

283 

13. 

Hand. etc . — " I say this from 



experience.” 

284 

15. 

All a holiday, etc . — An old 


colloquial phrase for hav- 
ing no appetite, and so not 
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NOTES 


Pape Line 

pupil, of whose death .John- 
son said that it had eclipsed 
the gaiety of nations. Here 
are a few lines of Goldsmith 
on Garrick • 

“01 praise a more glutton, lie 

swallow’d what came. 
And the puff of a dunce lie mistook 
it for fame; 

Till his relish grown callous almost 
to disease. 

Who pepper'd the highest was 

surest to please." 

291 20. Burke — The great statesman 

and political philosopher 
of the eighteenth century. 
Goldsmith wrote of Burke: 

“ Who, horn for the universe 

narrow'd his mind. 
And to party gave up what was 

meant for mankind. 
Who, too deep for his hearers, 

still went on refining. 
And thought of convincing, while 
they thought of dining." 
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NOTES 


Eur<* Lm<- 

- ' * 11 A t mu l — Bi«hnp Kenner 

"rme the Complete His- 
tory of England. 

- l| 4 1 J Honours of the Sock — StiC- 

1 **"• a? a comic dramatist. 
v< »ck was the name of the 
hsrht shoe worn by the co- 
nno actor, as buskin was 
tite name of the hich-heeled 
boot worn by t he t meric 
actor. 

— .S 9. Ordinary — A ineal at a fixed 

pnee. 

15 Templars - L a w > e r « lie- 
longing to the Inns of 
Court. 

300 14. Squire Richard — A charac- 

ter m Vanbrugh's Comedy 
0 „ ^ lc P r °voked Husband. 

*- peakmg character— A parr 
with some speech, -as dis- 
tinguished from the parts 

of only " Walkimr gentle- 
men.” 
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NOTES 


Puce line 

a place talk’d Pallas, in the 
parish of Kornev . m the 
Fount \ of Langford on 
Nov tinker *29, 1731 ; he wits 
educated m Dublin, and 
died tn London April 
4 1774." 

BOU 12 Jcnkinsnn — Who cheated 
Dr. Primrose in the 
Ffcor of Wahejirldiyi IV ». 

22. Gross of green spectacles — 
Jenkm«on persuaded the 
simple Moses in the Vicar 
to exchange the family colt 
for ‘ a cross of preen 
spectacles with silver rims 
and shagreen cases." 

310 ‘2. Bayes — A satirical nickname 

of Drvden, the famous poet 
and dramatist 

313 XXV. THE VISION OF SUDDEN 
DEATH 

De Quincey , Thomas (1785 — 
1859) — an essayist of great 
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NOTES 


Page 
SI 3 

315 

SIB 


Line 

9- W aterloo — 1815. Napoleon's 
defeat 1> v Wellington 
1- Jus dominii — Divine law 
1 Jus gentium — the Law of 
Nations. 

24 " Monstrum ." etc . — A mon- 

ster. horrible, unshapely, 
gnrantic and eyeless. 


341 XXVI. THE DEATH OF NELSON 

Soutlieij. Robert (1774—1S43J— 
a poet and biographer. His 
lives of Nelson. Wesley and 
Banyan are excellent m 
their way and his fame 
principally rests on them. 
As a poet he was popular 
in ms day. forgotten now. 
Be was appointed Poet 
Laureate in 1813. 

842 4 ■ Hardy, Sir Thomas (1769 — 

1839), Vice-Admiral. In 
1709 he was Flag-Captain of 

Nelson in the Vantruard. 
a-t 
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NOTES 


Page. Line 

its many good qualities — 
frequent use of the short 
sentence, balance, modula- 
tion. epigram, brilliant 
phrasing. 

353 Warren Hastings (1732 — 

1818) was a very successful 
Governor of Bengal. His 
impeaclunent. on several 
grounds, started in 17S8, 
and was finished in 1795. 
The trial cost him £70.000. 
But he was acquitted, 
and ended his days as a 
retired country gentleman 
at Davlesford. 

359 S. Hens aqua — An even man 
in difficulties. 

377 XXVIII. RECTORIAL ADDRESS 

Carlyle. Thomas (1795 — 
1881! was a great literary 
power in .the nineteenth 
century. He was a preacher 
26 
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NOTES 


P litre. Line 

«aid, " Happiness or enjoy- 
ment is the summnmbomini 
of life," 

417 14 Castles in the fire — Steven- 

son s \ ariation of 'castles 
in the air.’’ 

417 A. Philistines — This was the 
name given by Jllatthem 
Arnold to the middle class 
which he said was ‘'igno- 
rant, narrow-minded, and 
deficient in great ideas." 



